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Four girls from Ashby School have won a physics 
challenge at the University of Nottingham. 

Jess Male, Maia Mortenson, Rachel Martin and 
Danielle Brooks, all in Year 10, took part in the 'Girls 
into Physics' event, alongside girls from 14 other 
schools.  

The teams were set the challenge of making a 
prototype thermal protection shield for the 
atmospheric re-entry of a space shuttle. The girls 
were asked to build and test their design, then write 
a scientific report on the justification of their design. 

Ofsted: ‘Ashby is a Good School’ 
Ashby School is a ‘good school’ across the board, 
according to Ofsted inspectors who visited this term. Its 
boarding facility was rated outstanding. 

The school was found to be good in all five inspection 
categories:  leadership and management, the behaviour 
and safety of pupils, the quality of teaching, student 
achievement and sixth form. 

Good teaching 

Inspectors concluded that ‘good teaching ensures that 
students made good progress across a range of GCSE 
subjects, particularly mathematics and science.’ They 
found that teachers were ‘effective in making students 
enthusiastic about their learning’ and that senior 
leaders ‘check students’ progress regularly and have a 
good understanding of how well different groups of 
students are achieving’. 

They observed that students ‘enjoy being at the 
academy and feel safe. Parents agree.’ Inspectors also 
praised ‘the wide range of extra sporting, musical and 
artistic trips and activities’ and said that ‘students are 
proud of the academy’, resulting in very little litter or 

graffiti.  

Inspectors also applauded the ‘strong anti-bullying 
culture throughout the academy’ and the fact that 
‘bullying is rare’. 

The school’s boarding facility, School House, was judged 
to be outstanding in terms of outcomes for boarders, 
quality of provision and care, boarders’ safety and 
leadership and management. 

Boarders were found to make ‘outstanding personal 
progress’. Inspectors said boarders ‘are happy and 
speak warmly of the consistently good care, guidance 
and support they receive, aided by strong links with the 
main academy’.   

Excellent outcomes 

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “The report makes 
excellent reading and reflects many of the very positive 
aspects of our work. We are always striving to make 
improvements to what inspectors found is already a 
very good learning experience with excellent outcomes 
for our students.” 

www. ashbyschool.org.uk 

Girls Win Physics Challenge 
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I am sure you will have read our recent 
Ofsted report which is an excellent 
reflection of the hard work, dedication 
and determination of so many of our 
students and staff. The governors and I 
would like to congratulate all members 
of the school community who 
contributed so much towards achieving 
this tremendous report. The inspection 
team recognised our efforts to improve 
achievement, together with the wide 
range of opportunities that we provide 
for our students. I would also like to 
thank all parents who took the time 
complete the Ofsted questionnaire. 

I hope our efforts to raise achievement 
will be evident again this summer and, as 
we approach the main examination 
season, I trust your sons and daughters 
are preparing well, revising hard and 
receiving the help and support they need 
to achieve their goals. Our success is 
built on thorough preparation by our 
partner schools, Ibstock College and 

Ivanhoe College, which is then 
consolidated at Ashby School. This 
strong 11-19 partnership is one of the 
reasons why Ashby continues to be so 
successful. 

Parents face a great deal of choice when 
considering secondary education. It is 
therefore extremely heartening that we 
will again be oversubscribed in 
September. Sixth form applications are 
at record levels with almost 500 
applications to join one of the county’s 
most successful sixth forms. 

At the end of this term, we say farewell 
to two teaching colleagues from the 
maths department. Miss Parkinson will 
take up a subject leader role at an 
independent school in Bedfordshire 
while Mr Saunders is looking to develop 
a new career away from teaching. We 
thank them both for their hard work and 
wish them well in the future. 

Ashby continues to be an exciting and 

vibrant place to be and the staff work 
long hours and show incredible 
dedication to our students. As always, 
this newsletter provides just a flavour of 
how much we have to offer. I am very 
grateful to all the students and parents 
who support us throughout the year and 
enable us to provide such a rich and 
varied experience for our students.  

I wish you all an enjoyable Easter and 
look forward to seeing you all for the 
final term on Monday 13 April.             
Best wishes,                                                   
Eddie Green, Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

 Young chefs have been 
tantalising the tastebuds 
of judges in a series of  
culinary competitions. 

Reece Dawes, Jack 
Churchwood and Ethan 

Hedges all produced dishes of a very 
high standard in the school heat of the Rotary 

Young Chef competition. Reece and Jack went on the 
represent the school in the county final at Lutterworth 
College. 

Meanwhile. Owen Wilcox—one of last year’s Rotary county 
finalists—represented Ashby School in the Future Chef 
competition at Loughborough College. He was up against 
young chefs from across the county. 

 
Public speakers Sam Wheeler, Tom Gamble and Jack 

Kowalski have made it through to the regional finals of 

the Rotary Youth Speaks competition. The trio competed 

against  teams from seven other Leicestershire schools - 

including Beauchamp College and Leicester Grammar 

School—to  make it through to the next round where 

they will face teams from across the Midlands. Their 

speech was on the emotive topic of euthanasia. 

The boys have been coached by Ruth Andre Evans from 

Ashby Rotary Club. 

Speakers Go Through Chefs Taste Success 



3 

 

 

Apply to Alex’s Fund 

 

 

Jordan Hits Target 

Form Group Gives up Doughnuts for Charity 
Students in form group G7IP are 

ditching their weekly doughnut 

habit –and donating the money 

to charity instead. 

In the past, form members have 
used doughnuts to stage team-
building events such as doughnut 
kurling, doughnut golf and 
blindfolded taste testing to guess 
the flavour of the doughnut. 

The students decided to donate 
their doughnut money when they 
were asked to decorate a display 
board to celebrate Christmas. 

Gylby House Manager Rebecca 
Knight said: “These students took 
a different approach to 
decorating their form board and 
showed a real awareness of global 

issues and compassion for the suffering 
of others. They also displayed a sense 
of moral responsibility by taking it upon 

themselves to raise money for those 
less fortunate.” 

A fund set up in memory of former 
student Alex Grose is helping other 
students with their university 
expenses. 

Students at the end of the their first 
term at university can apply for an 
award of £250 from the bursary set 
up by Alex’s family. Alex died 
unexpectedly in 2010 at the age of 
16. The fund is designed to help with 
expenses related to the applicant’s 
studies. 

Like Alex, they must show a strong 
commitment to the life of Ashby 
School. Alex was a keen theatre 
technician and a member of the 
prefect team.  

Former recipients include musician 
Alex Lamb, who put the award 
towards his music degree, and Stefan 
Vandaele, who used it cover costs 
arising from his training as a special 
constable. 

Applications from Year 13 students 
should be returned to 
j.marlow@ashbyschool.org.uk by 
Friday 20 March.  

Footballer Jordan Atkin is practising 
her ball skills inside and outside of 
school—after joining Burton Albion 
Ladies and the Ashby School’s girls’ 
football team. 
Jordan, who left the Derby County 
Academy to spend more time on her 
schoolwork, plays at centre midfield. 
Girls’ football training takes place 
every Wednesday after school. 

A big band night in aid of Crewe House 

charity Hospice Hope raised a fantastic 

total of £2,046. 

Ashby School musicians performed 

alongside local choral group Concordia 

and singer Jade Lamey to put on a night 

of top entertainment. 

Events like this showcase students’ 

willingness to take part in the wide range 

of musical—and other extra currlcular 

opportunities—on offer at Ashby School. 

Big Band is Grand 

mailto:j.marlow@ashbyschool.org.uk
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Year 12 engineers  

J 
udo champion Jake 
Whitby has added to 
his tally of prestigious 
titles. 

Brown belt Jake is currently 
national junior champion and 
area junior champion in his 
weight category—and is 
hoping to add more titles to 
his collection this year. 

He rounded off a successful 
few months by being Highly 
Commended in the Junior 
Sportsman of the Year 
category at the North West 
Leicestershire Local Sports 
Awards 2014. 

Jake is a member of Ashby 
Ivanhoe Judo Club. He has 
been practising judo since 
the age of seven, when he 
went along to a training 
session with a friend. 

He also plays football for 
Marlborough Rovers. 

               Jake is Judo Champion 

S 
kating sensation Charlotte 
Linthwaite and her synchronised 
ice skating team won silver at the 
2015 British championships held 
in Nottingham.   

After skating their way to second place, 
the team now faces the possibility of 
representing Great Britain in France in 
April. 

This was the latest in a string of skating 
achievements for Sixth Former Charlotte. 

Lara Kennedy, Sarah Wong and 

Hollie Stanton took part in  a 

charity fun run. 

Five Year 12 engineers have been awarded first place (professional 
category) in the Jaguar Land Rover 4x4 schools’ regional competition, 
fending off 22 other teams. 

The boys—Dan Smith, Jake Haley, Jake Duthie, Alex Shaw and Harry 
Barnes—will now compete in the national final in March. Last year, the 
same team came away with an award in in the junior category. 

To impress the judges, entrants must design and build a remote controlled 
4 x 4 vehicle, which includes the complex task of changing from two wheel 
to four wheel steering. They must then use their vehicle to navigate a 
course, as well as producing a pit display and facing a panel of industry 
experts to discuss the skills and techniques they have used. 

Skaters Take Silver 

Engineers Makes Headlines—Twice! 
The achievements of the school's Engineering 
department have been  featured in  a national 
magazine. 

The article, which outlines the growth of the 
engineering department and the opportunities 
available for engineers, appeared in the Au-
tumn issue of Designing magazine, produced 
by the Design and Technology Association 
(Issue 99, Autumn 2014). 

Head of Engineering Dave Birchall was inter-
viewed for the piece. 

He said: “"The magazine is a great platform to 
showcase the wealth of engineering opportu-
nities that we provide for students at Ashby. 
Design Technology is a core subject at Ashby 
School; both the facilities and our exam results 

reflect that." 
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Fundraising Push for Gap Medic Pair 

Two students who will be travelling overseas this summer to 

gain valuable medical experience now have only four months 

left to raise the money they need for the trip.  

Mariella Nicholls-Sykes and Hannah Bailey must raise £2,000 

each to cover the cost of their eye-opening trips and are 

finishing on one last push.  

Hannah has arranged a village meal for her neighbours to 

enjoy and Mariella has organised a ‘Zumbathon’ with a 

professional Zumba instructor, to help the cause while being 

healthy and having a laugh!  

The trips are arranged by Gapmedics, a specialist company 

dedicated to organsing hospital work experience placements 

abroad for students who are looking into a career in 

medicine, nursing, dentistry or midwifery. The placements 

consist of a lot of hands-on work, observing in operations and 

also experiencing the culture of the destination, in various 

trips out.  

The pair will both be doing pre-medicine, although they are 

both travelling to different locations: Hannah will have her 

placement in Poland and Mariella will be helping out in 

Tanzania.  

“Medicine is so competitive these 

days,” says Mariella, “something 

like this is perfect to give you a 

head-start and show employers, 

and yourself, that you have what it 

takes.”  

 

A team of four students from Ashby School has 
outperformed the FTSE 100 share index to secure a 
place in the semi-finals of a national investment 
competition. 

The four beat not only the professionals, but also 
more than 30,000 other students across the UK in 
the ifs Student Investor Challenge. Students (left to 
right) Tom Gardner, Morgan Lock, John Zaborek and 
William Hurd made more than £20,000 dealing in 
virtual shares in just three months of trading. 

The competition, run by ifs University College and 
supported by Bloomberg, provides teams with 
£100,000 of virtual money to buy and sell shares in 
FTSE 100 companies.  

Sky Sports Day Ashby Team Pounds Opposition 

Former Olympic badminton player Antony Clark led a 
badminton masterclass and worked with young sports leaders 
during a day-long visit to Ashby School. 

The session was for invited students who were selected by 
their PE teachers for their commitment to sport. 

Anthony talked to students about his personal experience, 
how to succeed in sport and the importance of education. This 
was the second time he had visited Ashby School to coach and 
inspire students, as part of the Sky Sports Living for Sport 
programme. 

He said: “I try to get across to students how hard they are 
going to have to work. That’s what it takes to be a successful 
sportsman or woman or to succeed  at anything.” 

Story by Hannah Taylor, Year 11 

The girls held a fundraising cake sale earlier this year. 
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More memorable educational visits are 
being planned by the Humanities 
faculty. In October 2015, 30 students 
will fly to China where they will visit 
Beijing, Shanghai, Tiananmen Square, 
the Great Wall of China and take part in 
a tea ceremony. The Citizenship trip 
will encourage them to consider their 
role as global citizens. 

Coinciding with the reinterment of 
Richard III, history students will visit 
Bosworth Battlefield Visitor Centre this 
term. Other memorable outings have 
included a Government and Politics trip 
to Parliament where students were 
fortunate enough to witness Chancellor George Osborne 
deliver his Autumn statement. 

Psychology students will be going to see illusionist Derren 
Brown, as part of their studies into the cognitive mind and 
how humans think and behave.   

Humanities teachers are working closely with colleagues at 
local high schools to produce standardised assessments for 
students at the end of Year 9.  From September, all Year 10 
students will follow a new , non-examined CCRE course 
(Citizenship, Careers, Religious Education). Students will be 
able to choose RS or Citizenship as a GCSE subject as part of 
their option choices.  

German GCSE results were the best in school in 

summer 2014—with 55 per cent of passes at grades 

A and A*. The overall pass rate at A* to C for 

German GCSE was 95 per cent.  GCSE French results 

were also impressive with 72 per cent at A* to C—

this included 12 per cent at  A/A* out of 405 

students. At 80 per cent, this was the largest 

number of languages students to be entered for a 

GCSE in MFL by any school in Leicestershire.  

Overseas visits like the recent one to Cologne and 

Bruges bring an added dimension to language learning.  

Language students spent three days exploring the sights - and 

tastes - of Cologne and Bruges in December (pictured). Forty 

two students, from Years 10 to 13, spent a day in Cologne 

visiting the chocolate museum, city centre, the cathedral and 

Christmas markets. This was followed by a day of sightseeing 

in Bruges and a shopping trip to the Cite d’Europe before 

heading home. 

After school revision sessions and booster classes are all well-
attended and allow students to keep up with their workload. 
After school classes in Italian and Spanish (all fully booked for 
this term) give students experience in other languages. 

MFL teachers are continuing to work closely with their 
colleagues at the four local high schools (Ibstock, Ivanhoe, 
Castle Rock and Newbridge). This year, students at all four 
schools will sit the same standardised assessment at the end 
of Year 9 to determine their level before moving to upper 
school. Initiatives like this help students to make a smoother 
transition from high school and get a headstart on their GCSE 
courses. 

Masterclasses run by Ashby School for talented linguists from 
its feeder schools Ibstock and Ivanhoe also help with the 
transition process. A Year 9 masterclass takes place each term. 
In March, Year 9 students will take part in a cookery lesson in 
French, making their own tarte aux pommes.   

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

Humanities 
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Mathematics 
High achieving Year 10 girls will be among those attending  a 
conference at Oxford University in April to encourage more 
girls to stick with Maths. The ‘Women in Maths’ conference 
will feature inspiring talks by female mathematicians and 
workshops in which the students will tackle stimulating 
mathematics themselves. Students will have opportunities to 
talk to undergraduates and others about mathematical 
possibilities beyond school level. The event celebrates 150 
years of women in mathematical sciences. 

This follows a conference at Cambridge in December for 
students to get a taste of maths and degree level and meet 
maths stand-up Matt Parker. 

Year 12 students have also been getting extra opportunities in 
lessons, where they have been acting as Maths Leaders for 
younger students. Thirty Year 12 students have signed up for 
the programme, which involves one-to-one mentoring with 
Year 11 students once a week.  

In 2014, GCSE Maths results were the best ever with 78 per 
cent of passes at A* to C. After school sessions on Thursdays 
provide additional help for AS/ A2 students. Online support is 
available through Twitter @blathersmaths17. In weekends 

approaching exam season, Deputy Head of Maths Sam 
Blatherwick can expect to receive up to 40 tweets. 

He said: “The Twitter support was extremely effective last 
year, especially at exam time. With 140 characters, we can’t 
give them the full solution; we can just point them in the right 
direction, which is exactly what they need.” 

Year 10 students have been finding out about tax, wage slips 
and budgeting as part of a short finance course run by maths 
teachers. Students will sit their IFS Level 2 Certificate in 
Finance in March.  From September, Year 10 students will  not 
study for the finance qualification but will have an additional 
hour of maths teaching, to coincide with the introduction of 
new GCSE content. The new GCSE contains more complex 
topics and is expected to make it harder for students to 
achieve a top grade pass.  

Hundreds of more able students have been taking part in 
Maths challenges which are sat by gifted young 
mathematicians across the country. In the Senior Maths 
Challenge, six students got through to the next round, known 
as the Pink Kangaroo. Of these, two students—Eddie Adams 
and Lewis Wakeland—achieved a merit.  

Mathematics 

Finance Report 

A £300,000 refurbishment programme has been one of the main focuses of the Finance 

committee this year , transforming the library (pictured right), lecture theatre and other 

student areas into bright, modern spaces for learning. 

The committee is also responsible for overseeing student safety. To this end, funding has been 

allocated for extra security fencing near the swimming pool and to upgrade a number of 

external doors.  There are also plans to refurbish the Cellar Express dining hall in B block and 

to erect a student shelter in B block, for use in inclement weather. A series of improvements 

and refurbishments to maths classrooms, changing rooms and the Sixth Form Centre is also 

being discussed.                                                         Andrew Burton, School Business Manager 
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What are you doing now? 

I’m in my second year of a PhD in Plasma Physics at the 

University of York. My research is in nuclear fusion, which is a 

massive field, so I’m looking at one aspect of the physics 

involved. It’s great because not only do I get to do awesome 

experiments, but they could also be pretty useful on a much 

wider scale - hopefully fusion reactors will produce clean 

energy on a commercial scale one day. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years’ time? 

Still working in nuclear fusion, but I haven’t figured out 

whether I want that to be in academia or the industry side of 

things. Hopefully juggling work with family life, too! 

Why physics? 

At risk of sounding cheesy, it just felt right when it came to 

picking subjects for the second year of my degree! I have 

always enjoyed getting hands-on in science experiments 

though (my PhD is experimental), and my interest in nuclear 

fusion definitely stemmed from a talk given at Ashby School 

by a visitor from the Culham Centre for Fusion Energy in 

Oxfordshire. 

Were you involved in any extra curricular activities at 

Ashby? Music, so much music. I was in the jazz band, 

orchestra and wind band and 

the social side of it was great, as 

well as getting to play in a 

variety of concerts, go to ‘band 

camp’ and play a couple of paid 

gigs with the jazz band! 

 

What do you do in your spare time? 

Ultimate frisbee, mostly, I’m also still playing in a concert 

band and going to events put on for the postgraduate 

community at the university. 

Who do you admire most? 

Scientists like Athene Donald, who was one of my lecturers in 

my first year at Cambridge and who has not only achieved a 

huge amount in her career as a physicist, but has also 

contributed a lot towards decreasing the gender gap in the 

sciences. 

Do you keep in touch with any of your old Ashby School 

friends? The arrival of Facebook means that I’m still 

connected to a lot of my old friends! They’ve wandered as far 

as Australia since we left Ashby... 

 

Hannah Willett left Ashby School in 2009 to study Natural Sciences at St 

Catharine’s College, Cambridge. Here’s what happened next... 

Talking Heads 

Laura Powers her Way into PE 

 

Ski Trip is All Downhill 

Twenty one students made the 24-hour coach journey to the resort of Amade near Salzburg, Austria, for a week on the slopes 

during February half term. The 18 skiers and three snow boarders had more than five hours of instruction a day but still found 

time and energy for swimming, tubing, Austrian skittles and Austrian kurling. 


