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Why Ashby School has  

Geography teacher Lee Shepherd writes: 
 

“ 
I opened up our departmental Twitter account back in 
June 2012. The first tweet was sent on 4 June to 0 
followers; we have now tweeted 2,202 times and have 
686 followers. It is one of the most followed 

geography department Twitter accounts in the country. It has 
aided lots of students in various ways and really comes into 
its own around revision time, but it has also helped my own 
professional development by connecting with like-minded 
teachers globally. 
 
It is important that we set our boundaries from the outset; 
the students are aware of them and it allows the process to 
be transparent and beneficial. This is my first and main piece 
of advice to anyone starting out on their Twitter journey. 
Once you have boundaries, the possibilities are endless. 
 

 During revision periods, it enables students to get in 

contact to ask questions about upcoming exams, send 

pictures of questions they have answered at home or 

where they have become stuck. I am also able to send 

out short chunks of examination technique and advice 

on structure and terminology. 

 

 Further reading is an essential part of A level 

geography, especially to access A and A* grades. We 

simply retweet articles from websites such as the BBC, 

National Geographic, CNN News etc. Geography is an 

ever-changing discipline and topics such as oil price 

fluctuations are more up-to-date than the textbooks 

which are accredited for the course. 

 Student discussion. We often use the hashtag 

#ReviseWise. If students click on this, they can look at 

all others in the area who have asked questions using 

this tag. This has resulted in students answering each 

others’ questions and supporting their peers.  

 We send out little nuggets of geography information 

from pictures and facts about countries and places to 

quotes from famous geographers. It all helps to build a 

buzz around the subject and gets students thinking 

that the subject is not just what is taught within the 

four walls of a classroom.” 

 Cont’d on page three... 

Twitter is revolutionising teaching. Teachers from Ashby School explain how.  

Joined the Twitterati 
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By Sheila Dennis,  Head of Continued 
Professional Development 

 

“ 
We have had a very active 
two terms with all of us 
participating in an abundance 
of CPD activities to further 

develop our teaching and leadership 
skills.  Thank you for your 
contributions; it is a delight to work 

with staff that are committed to their own and their 
colleagues’ professional learning.    

Your evaluations show that our PLC programme is now well 
established and is continuing to provide opportunities for us to 
share good practice with our colleagues, to reflect on our own 
practice and to articulate how CPD activities and critical 
reflection combine to improve the progress of our students. 

Lead teachers continue to work hard to plan and  facilitate 
training on the following school improvement priority areas: 

Learning to Learn 

Technology 

Assessment 

Access and Inclusion  

Leading training is an opportunity for you to develop your 
leadership skills so if you have an idea or good practice to 
share, please have a chat with your lead teacher who will be 
happy to support you.  

At the end of last academic year, I welcomed contributions to 
this newsletter from staff who were willing to share their 
learning to provide a written forum where education and 
professional development can be explored, debated and 
evaluated.  As such, this newsletter takes on a different 
flavour, with many voices sharing their good practice and 
communication about teaching and learning development.  
Please let me know if you wish to contribute to the next 
newsletter; you can contribute as much or as little as you wish.  
Or, let me know if you have any ideas for the content of future 
editions. 

Alongside our external and school-based training, we continue 
to forge strong links with other schools across the Teaching 
Alliance to develop teaching and learning, as sharing expertise 
across schools is good practice. If you are interested in getting 
involved with partnership projects or shadowing staff in 
another school, let me know.  

There are always lots of professional development 
opportunities for you to get involved in….and remember, my 
door is always open if you need support and guidance to seek 
them out!  Equally, if you want to book some time to discuss 
your career plan then drop me an email or contact me x350.  

Coming up….Mid-term Performance Management Review, HoF 
Conference, Coaching breakfast meetings, House Managers’ 
Conference, Technology Conference.   

  C P D  N e w s  

 

By Andy Hallas, Head of Geography 

Curriculum mapping and flightpath modelling across the 
ACE partnership 

Following the launch of the ACE subject groups, I was 
genuinely excited by the prospect of working more closely 
with colleagues at the high schools, as it provided the 
perfect platform to create a more collaborative and 
purposeful  partnership.   One of the main aims of the 
group is to create a bank of common assessments that can 
be used across KS3 Geography to accurately track and 
monitor student progress.   

So far, we only have in place one common assessment but 
it highlights what can be accomplished through the 
partnership.  The process involved all 800 Year 9 students 
visiting Ashby School in early January to conduct a series of 
workshops in preparation for their assessment later in the 
year. Students were involved in three workshops and 
completed the following activities: 

Workshop 1: Experiencing extreme weather 
environments. 

Hub-based lesson where students experienced what it is 
like to be in a variety of extreme weather events including 
sand storms, hurricanes and tornados.  Students explored 
the impacts associated with these events and identified 
the main social, environmental and economic 
impacts.  The aim of this session was to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of meteorological hazards 
and the first section of their common assessment will be 
based around what they learnt. It also gave them a taster 
of GCSE geography. 

Workshop 2: Collecting weather data  

Students spent 45 minutes collecting weather data at five 
sites across Ashby School.  All of the high schools were 
very keen for their students to conduct a piece of 
geographical fieldwork as they often struggle to resource 
and staff these activities.  This activity will form section B 
of the common assessment. 

Workshop 3:  Weather report 

Students were able to produce a weather forecast which 
they could use to compare and contrast with their 
fieldwork data. 

Hopefully, the data generated by the common assessment 
will help in the setting of students at KS4 and identify 
those students who may benefit from some early 
intervention and support.  It is very much a work in 
progress but forms the first tentative steps towards a 
stronger and more purposeful working relationship across 
the ACE partnership.  

Ace Partnership in 
Geography  
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How Twitter Can Help You... 
Maths teacher Sam Blatherwick said: 

“When you think of teachers and social networking, the 

usual thoughts swing to the ‘Shamed Teachers’ stories 

on page three of TES and there being a faint whiff of 

suspicion. However, proper and professional use of 

Twitter can lead to excellent outcomes both inside and 

outside the classroom, with heightened student 

engagement in your subject. 

I ran a session on ‘Using Social Networking to Improve 

your Teaching’ earlier this term where we explored the ways in which social 

networking can be used. Firstly, Twitter and other social networks such as Pinterest 

are excellent sources of materials for lessons. In Maths and other subjects across 

the school, we have used Twitter to engage with students. Students can quickly 

send a photo of a piece of work that they have been struggling with and ask for 

help with it. 

What we have found is that not only do the students get support from staff 

through this method, but also students help each other, helping to build a learning 

community in your subject. If you view Twitter as an extension to a department 

noticeboard, you can also get really important information out about your subject. 

By using Twitter, we have discovered an easy platform which students are happier 

to use to communicate. The very public nature of the medium means that it is safe, 

reliable and builds a virtual, global classroom.” 

Using Twitter professionally… 

Lee Shepherd said: “Twitter helps to 

get lesson ideas from teachers in other 

schools, particularly those which are 

creative or slightly off-the-wall. 

It is also useful for getting involved in 

UK–wide education chats. This was 

really good when the new geography 

curriculum was published. It got over 

500 teachers nationwide talking about 

Gove’s proposals. Then the Geograph-

ical Association got involved. 

Once students have seen their peers 

getting involved, asking questions and 

getting responses, it is seen as cooler 

so more and more get involved. We 

now have a large follower base and 

students are benefiting as a result of 

the service.” 

Below are some examples of the ways 

in which Twitter has aided learning in 

geography: 
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This year I have taken up the TLR post for Pupil Premium 
work in Maths.  

Alongside tracking, close monitoring and making sure 
these students are fully equipped, I have decided to 
primarily focus on building strong working relationships 
with them. As in many other departments, we have Year 
12 and 13 Maths Prefects supporting in KS4 lessons once 
a fortnight. Utilising the expertise the prefects have 
developed, and tapping into their enthusiasm for maths, 
a Maths Mentor Scheme has been formed. There are four sessions taking place 
every week, each with 10 Year 11s and their respective mentors. In these sessions, 
students receive one-to-one support with exam questions, homework and topics 
they may have found a bit tricky. I have been dropping into the various sessions 
and I was really proud of the standard of both behaviour and effort everyone was 
putting in. Jill King, who leads one of the Wednesday sessions, commented: “The  
students are enthusiastic about it and are really keen to get there – putting in an 
effort that far exceeds my expectations”. One student, who has previously 
struggled to engage in lessons, said: “I can’t believe I’m doing maths during form, 
it’s great!” We have even had a handful of Year 11 students asking if they can join 
the scheme too, which has been really encouraging.  

I firmly believe that offering a support scheme to these students that is not only 
during school hours, but led by other students they can easily relate to, is helping 
boost their confidence in their ability and in turn will boost their chances of 
achieving a good grade at GCSE.   

Naomi Parkinson 

Maths in Form Time? Yes, Really! 

Ashby School’s role in training the next 

generation of teachers is acknowledged 

in the latest issue of the University of 

Leicester’s School of Education PGCE 

Partnership Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFL PGCE students visited Ashby School 

for Sixth Form Day to observe lessons, 

discuss mark schemes and explore exam 

preparation. 

Head of MFL Nick Fitzpatrick said: “We 

have a very good partnership with the 

University of Leicester.” 

Next Generation 

A 
shby School has again been leading the way by 
exploring the science behind the discovery  and 
identification of King Richard III. Teachers Charlotte 
Lauder and Esther Lockley visited the British 

Geology survey and spent a day with lecturers and researchers 
from Leicester University who were involved in confirming 
that the remains belonged to Richard III. Charlotte and Esther 
have since planned a series of lessons for teachers  which will 
be delivered during the summer term . This is one of the ways 
in which we are taking the lead in putting together and 
delivering Research Council UK-funded ’cutting edge science’ 
courses. These involve talks about cutting edge research from 
university scientists, followed by workshops on how this 
research can be used to inspire students in the classroom.  

As part of another Research Council UK scheme, Phil Newman 
is leading a course on the ‘Quantum to the Cosmos’ with 
lecturers from Cardiff and Birmingham Universities. 

STELLAR 

As a leading member of the STELLAR Science Learning 
Partnership,  we have lately hosted a course on maximising 
achievement at KS4, which was attended by Phil Newman and 
Roger Skervin, in his capacity as lead teacher for the ‘Learning  

to  Learn’ PLC.  We will also be hosting courses for technicians 
supporting A level Biology, which will be attended by Mel Trigg 
and Rachel Gilliver, and another on Expert A level Chemistry 
Teaching (Donna Tolley will attend this).   

Charlotte Lauder and Heidi French are in the final stages of 
qualifying as teacher presenters for future courses and, in the 
next 12 months, will be leading CPD for delegates from other 
schools.   

In science, we are determined to become the best science 
faculty in the area and to act as a beacon for science 
education in other schools.  We see active involvement with 
CPD as a prerequisite to achieving this. 

CPD and the Science of Richard III  
Head of Science Adam Linnik writes... 


