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It’s Ashby School, but not as you know it... 

 

 

Work has begun to transform the Ashby School site into two 

separate campuses from August 2020. 

The project, which is one of the biggest structural revamps in 

the school’s 453 year history, will create a standalone 

campus for Years 10 and 11 on the Nottingham Road site. 

This will include the creation of a purpose-built GCSE English 

block, which is planned to open in December 2020, paid for 

with £920,000 of external funding. 

 The majority of lessons on the new-look Nottingham Road 

campus will take place in specialist or refurbished 

classrooms.  There will also be a large, new canteen facility 

to enhance students’ lunchtime experience. 

The changes will make it quicker and safer for students to 

move around the school, and will mean they no longer have 

to cross the road between lessons—a part of school life 

that has been a tradition for generations of students. 

Sixth Form 

For Sixth Formers, the changes will see the creation of a 

self-contained, post-16 campus for the first time in the 

school’s history. Sixth Form students will have their own 

classrooms and dedicated study spaces, including 

science labs, as well as their own catering facilities. 

They will be able to meet, socialise and study in a 

mature, relaxed and well-equipped environment, 

designed to nurture independence in preparation for 

university or the workplace.  

Headteacher Geoff Staniforth said: “This is a huge and very 

important milestone in the school’s history.  

”We have the opportunity to create two dedicated 

campuses, tailored to the needs of our KS4 and Sixth Form 

students. These changes also form part of our preparations 

to welcome KS3 students (Years 7—9) in the not too distant 

future.  

“As always, our emphasis will be on delivering academic 

success but offering so much more. We are committed to 

our open curriculum offer which means we continue to have 

thriving arts, sport, design and language provision at a time 

when many other schools have been unable to sustain these. 

“The changes taking place ready for September 2020 will 

help us to continue to deliver on this commitment.” 

www.ashbyschool.org.uk 

Work starts to create separate KS4 and Sixth Form campuses for August 

The redevelopment will be one of the biggest structural 

projects to be carried out in the school’s 453 year history. 

Meetings at Ashby School look very 

different at the moment.  

As in schools and workplaces 

everywhere, staff and students are 

adapting to new ways of working. 

Staff are working hard to make sure 

Year 10 and 12 students receive a 

regular supply of work and that Years 

11 and 13 are kept up-to-date with 

the latest developments regarding 

grades and what happens next. 

All students are encouraged to make 

use of online resources provided by 

staff and to get in touch if they have 

any queries or concerns. Design staff hold a faculty meeting. 
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Headstart 

I hope you and your families are all well and keeping safe in 

these very challenging times. I don't think anyone could 

have foreseen we would be in this situation back in 

December but life constantly throws up challenges and we 

must harness the resilience to overcome them.  

I am immensely proud of the work that has been done, and 

continues to be done, by our Design and Technology 

Faculty. Ed Cooper and his team, with support from our 

community, have manufactured over 2000 pieces of PPE 

which have been distributed across a wide range of sectors. 

This is just one example of people across the country 

stepping up to support others when they need it most.    

It is clear now that 20 March was the last day for our Year 11 

and 13 students. This was not the ending that any of us 

wanted for the students as reaching this milestone is a real 

event. The priority for these students now is achieving the 

grades they deserve and moving successfully onto the next 

stage of their career. We appreciate that some students will 

feel a little hollow having worked so hard and not been 

able to complete that final examination. I would like to 

reassure them that they will have truly earned the grades 

they are awarded. GCSEs and Advanced level courses are 

achieved during a two year process of hard work and 

regular assessment; the staff have been working very hard 

over the last six weeks 

reviewing everything that 

students have done to 

ensure everyone gets the 

recognition to which they 

are entitled. 

When you read this 

newsletter, we will have had 

the latest update from the 

government so may be clearer on the position of schools 

starting to return. This will be a challenge for all 

schools  but is something we will deal with. I can reassure 

you we will follow the guidance closely and ensure 

whatever system we have in place will focus primarily on 

your child's safety.  

You will have read from the front page that fortunately we 

are still able to proceed with our plans to re-model our site 

and create two distinct campuses. This will reduce student 

movement considerably and provide a nicer environment 

for students to have ownership of. This will all be complete 

for September where hopefully we may be in a more 

normal position. I wish you all the best in the coming 

weeks. 

Geoff Staniforth, Headteacher 

Teaching staff have continued to explore classroom 

practice, with the help of twilight sessions on embedding 

Expert Teaching and Cognitive Load Theory. Governors 

have been very supportive and developed their 

understanding of knowledge-led curriculum design and 

implementation and specifically the challenges faced by 

our SEND students.  

They have also fully supported the focus on mental 

wellbeing for staff and students. This work has continued 

under the current unprecedented circumstances and 

the challenges of teaching remotely. 

One of the most important aspects of the process of 

teaching and learning is feedback, something we’ve 

worked hard on in the last year. We really value verbal 

feedback and what can be achieved by working 

alongside your peers. 

At the moment, this has been removed. From a 

distance, teachers have worked creatively to ensure 

students are still receiving quality feedback in a variety of 

formats, including whole group emails, individual 

comments and live marking. 

Through this dialogue, teachers are still recognising and 

addressing misconceptions and adjusting planning. Our 

students remain very much connected. 

Ali Jackson, Assistant Headteacher 

From the Governors….Personnel 

‘We can’t control what happens to us but we can control 

how we respond to it.’ 

That is the message from motivational speaker Cameron 

Parker who has been delivering inspirational webinars 

during lockdown, tailored to the needs of Ashby School 

students—and parents. 

Teacher Donna Tolley said: “Cameron’s ‘Mindset and 

Motivation’ webinars have been instrumental in helping 

everyone in the school community to stay motivated, build 

resilience and keep organised.” 

All students have been emailed details of how to access 

Cameron’s motivational resources. For more information, 

email d.tolley@ashbyschool.org.uk 
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 Charity 
Coronavirus has presented huge challenges for all 

of us—but some in the school community have 

done their best to turn it into something positive 

Dear Sir/Madam... 

Year 10 students have been writing letters to key workers and 

to people in isolation. Here’s just one of their messages: 

‘Dear sir/ madam,  

I just wanted to say thank you for the amazing work you do 

everyday, putting your lives at risk in order to help others. Our 

country would not be able to function without you and the 

incredible hard work you put in. 

I’m hoping the current health situation in the UK will get better 

soon but I know that you and your colleagues are doing 

everything you can to help. 

Thank you again for all your hard work.’ 

This response was sent by ITU workers at Glenfield Hospital: 

‘Thank you for all of the letters that you have taken the time to 

write to the staff at Glenfield Hospital Intensive Care Unit. The 

jokes, poems and words of encouragement have brought smiles 

to the faces of our hard working doctors and nurses. We have 

put all of your letters in our designated ‘retreat room’. This is 

where our staff can go to take a break from the facemasks and 

gowns that they have to wear whilst caring for very poorly 

people.’ 

 

Anyone who’s been 

following 

@ashbyschool_pe 

on Instagram will 

have found a wealth 

of ideas for ways to 

keep healthy and 

active during 

lockdown. 

PE staff have been 

posting every week  

to share fitness 

workouts and 

motivational 

messages, 

encouraging all 

students (and staff) 

to keep busy while 

at home. 

They have also been 

posting educational resources for PE exam students. 

Anyone for a sofa workout? 

 Design staff have been making face masks and visors for 

frontline medical workers to help fight the coronavirus 

outbreak. 

Ed Cooper, head of design, spearheaded the initiative which 

has attracted more than £4,000 in funding on its GoFundMe 

page, as well as donations of materials from McVities. 

Mr Cooper and his team of volunteers—including teachers 

and support staff - have made more than 2,000 pieces of 

PPE and counting. Those to benefit include surgeries and/ 

or pharmacies in Ashby, Swadlincote, Burton, Earl Shilton 

and Newhall, along with the QMC at Nottingham. 

Staff began by using materials already in school but have 

since purchased additional resources and been supported 

by local resident Carol West.  

The faculty has also sent plastic protective eyewear to 

medical staff in Suffolk, who are working on the frontline to 

tackle Covid 19. 

Mr Cooper said: “It has been a fabulous team effort. We 

couldn’t stand by knowing key workers were short of PPE 

when we have the equipment, technology and resources to 

make even a small difference.” 

Insta(nt) PE 
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 Ciara is Back on the Pitch 

A group of Sixth Formers  took part in the ‘Lessons 

from Auschwitz’ project, which culminated in a visit to  

the former concentration camp in Poland. 

Ciaran Keenan, Kyle Blythe, Izzy Stander and Amy Ball 

all made the journey and recorded their experiences of 

the day to share with their fellow students.  

Kyle said: “Seeing the personal items of the victims was 

what struck me the most. The individual pairs of 

glasses and shoes really made me stop and wonder 

how anyone could have carried out such atrocities on 

other people’s loved ones.” 

Lessons from Auschwitz 

Year 10 student Daniel Clapp has put his time in 

lockdown to good use by building a shed from 

scratch, as part of his Duke of Edinburgh skills task. 

Daniel started planning the 11’ x 9’ shed last year but 

didn’t have time to work on it properly until school 

was closed by coronavirus. Most of the materials he 

used for the project were recycled or donated,  

including windows, a door, a wardrobe and pallets. 

Daniel used some of his own birthday money to buy 

part of the internal framework. 

Daniel will now be able to use the space—which 

includes a bunk bed and storage solutions—as his 

garden hideaway. 

Daniel’s Shed-load of Talent 

Lockdown hasn’t stopped students doing some of 

their best work. This stunning piece of artwork was 

produced at home by Elinor Meddes in Year 10. 

She created a graphic design of everyday objects 

based on the work of Michael Craig Martin. The 

design will form part of her Year 10 coursework on 

the everyday objects topic. 

Double Win for Daisy 

 

Designer Daisy Hainsworth used her lockdown to 

enter a competition run by The Design Museum—

and won a prize for her Ease the Pressure pen 

holder (pictured above). 

Daisy was also singled out for praise after taking  

part in an  ‘I’m a Scientist—Get Me Out of Here’ live 

chat session with real scientists, organised by Ashby 

School before lockdown. Her questions were judged 

to be the most insightful and well-researched out of 

all the schools involved. 

Read more about ’I’m a Scientist’ on page 7 

Drawing Inspiration from  

Everyday Objects 
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The Winners 

Award winners are 

announced 

Every year, Ashby School rewards 

students for their academic excellence, 

community involvement and 

outstanding contribution to school life, 

at its annual awards ceremony. 

This year, we may not be able to present 

the awards in person—for the first time 

in living memory—but we are still 

celebrating students’ amazing 

achievements. 

Headteacher Geoff Staniforth said: 

“Awards evening is such an important 

occasion because it is a chance for us to 

show students and their parents how 

much we value their hard work and their 

achievements.  

“While it is not possible to hold our 

awards evening this year, we want to 

make sure students still receive the 

recognition they deserve for the work 

they have done this year, both as part of 

their academic courses and in the school 

community and beyond.” 

Award winners receive a certificate and 

a small prize. 

A full list of award winners can be found 

on the left. 

Ashfield Triumph over Adversity Award  

Phoebe Fellows 

Old Girls’ Lockton Memorial Award 

Alice Lees 

Sumanjit Minhas Memorial Award 

Sam Jarman 

Maureen Marfani Community Award 

Amy Ball 

Alex Grose Award 

Jess Cracknell 

Clive Jones Shield 

Kate Pruden 

Tina Parker Progress Award 

Joe Luby 

Clare Hollingworth Prize 

Grace Wood 

Woodcock Award 

Luke Hanley 

GCSE History Award 

Keira Pagett 

A Level History Award 

Isabella Paduano 

GCSE Geography Award 

Tallulah Heath 

A Level Geography Award 

Niamh Elliott 

GCSE Philosophy Award 

Lauren Johnson 

A Level Philosophy Award 

Lili England 

GCSE Psychology Award 

Luke Harrison 

A Level Psychology Award 

Lauren Harris 

GCSE Business Award 

Abbie Cook 

A Level Business Award 

William Legg 

A Level Economics Award 

Emily Proctor 

GCSE English Award 

Zara Platts and Quin Blythe 

A Level English Award 

Tom Harris and Annie Westbury 

GCSE Modern Languages Award 

Rachel Minness  

A Level Modern Languages Award 

Kate Pruden 

GCSE Art Award 

Darci Hunt 

A Level Art Award 

James Harris 

GCSE Simon Ryder Drama Award 

Jake Anslow 

A Level Hopper Jones Performance Award 

Eve Burland and James Bakewell 

GCSE Music Award 

Amelia Blithell 

A Level Music Award 

Ben Emery 

GCSE Maths Award 

Jack Thompson and Molly Kesterton 

A level Maths Award 

Abigail Heath and Leonardo Arcado 

Keith Youles Award for Examination PE 

Millie Norton 

KP Award for A Level PE 

Molly Daykin 

HSSP Architects GCSE Award for Design and  

Technology         Laura Gooch 

HSSP Architects A Level Award for Design and 

Technology    Matt Evans 

Peter Bourne Award for GCSE Computing 

Cian Douglas 

Peter Bourne Award for A Level Computing 

Cameron Pimm 

The David Taylor Award for GCSE Chemistry  

Rhiannon Goodwin 

The David Taylor Award for A Level  

Chemistry                  Luke Hanley 

The Maurice Leeson Award for GCSE Biology  

Charlotte Debney 

The Prof Betteridge Award for A Level Biology  

Grace Latham 

GCSE Physics Award 

Jimmy Rippin 

Dr Allison Cup for A Level Physics 

Hugo Smith 

Loudoun Award— Olivia Ibbotson, Molly Daykin, 

Lauren Harris, William Smith, Amy Ball, Annie West-

bury. Eleanor Owen-Austin, Andrew Kennerley 

Head Boy—Ciaran Keenan 

Head Girl—Isabelle Stander 

Deputy Head Boy—Kyle Blythe 

Head Boy (School House) - Nicholas Mayers 

Junior Merit Prize (School House) - Ignacio Munoz 

Pujol 

We don’t have a photograph from this year’s awards 

evening but we do have this throwback from 10 years 

ago! If you recognise any of these faces from the 2010 

celebrations and know where they are now, we’d love 

to hear from you! 
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English 

 

The English Faculty has had a lot of highs in the last year. 

Students went to several performances of texts they were 

studying, including ‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘Macbeth’ (pictured 

right)—and the school’s own performance of ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ by English faculty staff. This meant three of the core 

literature core texts were experienced in live action, as well 

as being studied in class.  

Last term, 60 students who needed a little extra help to 

boost their grades were invited to take part in an after-

school Commit to Success (C2S) programme, concentrating 

on poetry. Two after-school sessions were also run to 

challenge and stretch 60 of the more able students.  

Three students celebrated success in a national  creative 

writing competition: Hannah Lowe, Simran Padda and Grace 

Roberts.   

While this time may be unsettling, there are a range of 

opportunities to be seized: 

Streaming theatre performances at home: 

Many theatre companies are streaming performances online 

– on YouTube – for free while they are closed.  

The National Theatre posts new performances every 

Thursday which run for one week:  https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw 

The RSC is doing something similar. At present, the 2018 

Globe Theatre performance of ‘Hamlet’ is being streamed 

for free: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdPqu598m68 

All year groups have been emailed by the Head of English 

detailing the resources available on the Student Shared area 

of the Ashby Portal.  

Year 10: 

A new timetable for Year 10 has been outlined by Mr 

Staniforth and English staff will continue to email students 

regularly to inform them of the work they should be 

completing, as well as uploading new resources/worksheets 

to the Student Shared area.  

Work completed by students will receive teacher feedback 

to enable students to continue to develop and progress. 

Each teacher has their own class folder - this is primarily 

where students should go to for English work. At present, 

students are revising Language Paper 1 and the Power and 

Conflict poetry cluster. Students are encouraged to log on to 

www.senecalearning.com for engaging and interactive 

online revision resources, and most classes have been set 

assignments for this unit on Seneca.    

Year 12: 

Students are encouraged to log on to 

www.senecalearning.com for engaging and interactive 

online revision resources, but Year 12 Language are primarily 

focusing on research for their coursework. For 20% of their 

A level grade, students must produce two articles: an 

opinion price and a piece of travel writing. Students are at 

the early stages of production at present, and will begin to 

draft and compose their own writing during the summer 

term. Following feedback and guidance from their English 

teacher, students have begun to make decisions regarding 

their topics and have sourced different style models that will 

influence their own crafting.  

Literature students are in the final stages of revising 

‘Hamlet’ (for one side of the course), and will begin studying 

their primary coursework text in the summer term: ‘The God 

of Small Things’. Students will explore this text in conjunction 

with resources and materials provided by their English 

teacher. A bank of materials, chapter questions, and useful 

revision guide websites are all stored on the Student Shared 

drive of the Ashby Portal in the Year 12 Literature folder. For 

the other side of the course, students have been asked to 

read ‘Fahrenheit 451’ as they will explore this text closely in 

the summer term, before beginning to compare its 

dystopian themes to George Orwell’s ‘1984’. 

+A Bit of Maths* 
There is lots of good work going on in the maths faculty. 

Students are encouraged to log on to Hegarty Maths and to 

access other online resources, including YouTube content 

posted by Mr Weston and Mr Chamberlain.  

More information is available in the News section of the 

school website.  

*Maths was featured in an earlier issue of The Ashbeian. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdPqu598m68
http://www.senecalearning.com
http://www.senecalearning.com
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Science  

PE   

Students have been experiencing 

new ways of exploring science, 

including a trip to the BodyWorks 

exhibition in London. (A planned trip 

to the Big Bang exhibition at 

Birmingham had to be cancelled 

because of Covid-19). 

Former student Chris North returned 

to deliver a workshop for Year 13 

physicists about gravitation and the 

latest discoveries of gravitational 

waves using real data. 

Teacher Sam Richardson trialled an 

‘Ask a Scientist’ online session in her 

physics classes, giving students the chance to pose questions to real scientists.  

The ‘Physics Equation’ song, recorded as a revision aid by Ashby School science staff, has now exceeded half a million 

views on YouTube and remains an essential piece of the syllabus that students must know by heart. The   science team 

has also produced another video - the ‘Variables Song’ - to help students learn the ‘How Science Works’ practical aspect 

of the science syllabus.  

Staff have created study work which has been shared on the school network and  are contacting classes by email on a 

regular basis following the new distance learning timetable.  

The science faculty has also done its bit to help frontline medical staff by donating spare PPE to Burton Hospital.  

Other ways to enjoy science during lockdown include taking an interest in astronomy (as well as the Lyrid meteor shower 

that happens at this time of year, there is also lots of talk on Facebook about strange trains of lights in the night sky: 

these are satellites belonging to Elon Musk’s SpaceX ‘Starlink’ satellites which are controversial for astronomers and also 

space debris in orbit.). It’s also a good opportunity to observe events in nature, to create a veg garden or simply to tune 

into David Attenborough on Netflix.  

 
 
 
The girls’ volleyball and girls’ dodgeball teams both took 

away the Spirit of the Games award for the second year 

running in their respective county tournaments.  

The girls’ futsal team (pictured right) came an impressive 

third in the county finals while both boys’ and girls’ KS4 

badminton teams just missed out on a medal in the county 

finals, finishing in fourth place. The boys’ Sixth Form 

badminton team won their league without dropping a 

game and were set to retain the title before it was called 

off. 

This year, there were also some stand-out performances 

from the girls’ under 19 netball team in the Charnwood 

League and from the boys’ Sixth Form rugby team in the 

county cup. The boys’ Year 10 and 11 rugby teams also put 

up a tough challenge in the county cup. 

In hockey, the Ashby team had won all of their games in 

the Tier 3 competition and were hoping to repeat last 

year’s success with another trip to the Nationals when 

lockdown struck, with just two games to go. Maybe next 

year…!  

In swimming, the KS4 team made it to the county finals but 

never got the chance to compete because of the 

coronavirus outbreak.  

 

Year 10 sports leaders have continued to develop their 

leadership skills by organising and refereeing a series of 

sporting events for local primary schools, including tag 

rugby and dodgeball tournaments. 
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Talking Heads 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

 
 

What are your fondest memories of Ashby 

School?  

I played quite a few sports at school so I have 

good memories from my time with the rugby 

and football teams. Ashby School also offered 

some great trips; I was fortunate enough to go 

to Japan and skiing in California. Special 

mentions to my Further Maths class and my 

form (H3)!  

At what age did you first have an idea about 

your future career?  

I remember going to the US when I was 12/13 

and thinking that I wanted to work in a big city. 

Maths and Economics were my strongest 

subjects which led me to towards a career in 

the finance industry and studying Economics at university.  I’ve always loved sport so the long-term ambition was a career 

that could combine both finance and sport. My thoughts on a career changed a lot when I was younger – at one stage I 

wanted to be a lawyer! I feel it’s important to keep your mind and options open for as long as possible. My advice would be 

to speak to people in jobs you find interesting and to understand what they do and how they got there – I’m always willing 

to talk to anyone! If you can get any kind of experience (even one day), then that ’s even better. 

How committed do you have to be to get where you are? 

Very committed. I remember after school and during study leave my friends meeting up while I would be working. There 

were quite a few people more naturally gifted than me when I was at school but who didn ’t work as hard. You don’t get 

many chances and need to make the most of them; my mentality has always been to work hard but then to enjoy myself 

when I’m not working! 

To achieve your goals, firstly, set goals. Not everyone does this and it gives you a target to aim for and a method to 

monitor your progress. And don’t be afraid to be ambitious because even if you slightly miss, you’ll still achieve more than 

you expected! Second, work hard – so you can look back and say to yourself that you couldn’t have done any more. And 

third, don’t be afraid to ask questions. I have always had the mentality to ask if I don’t understand – chances are you’re not 

alone! And ask for help; everyone around you wants to see you make the most of the opportunities. 

I was very fortunate to have amazing support from my family and teachers throughout.  

You worked for Manchester United. What did you do there? Which football team do you support - did that matter?  

At Manchester United, I worked in Corporate Finance & Corporate Development alongside some of the most senior 

individuals in the Club on projects such as its scouting strategy and relationships with both the Premier League and UEFA.  

Before I joined Manchester United, I worked in investment banking for Bank of America. This provided a solid foundation 

before moving into sport – roles in sport immediately after university are quite rare and don’t always provide the necessary 

skills! My role at Manchester United was applying these skills (financial modelling, creating presentations, writing reports 

etc.) but in the sports industry. I do support Manchester United (we’re on the up!) but that didn’t matter; at the time I was 

interviewing with both Manchester United and Manchester City and chose United due to the nature of the role..   

What is it like working for Formula 1?  

I work in the Strategy & Business Development team where we act like an in-house consultancy for the business. We are 

responsible for setting Formula 1’s long-term strategy as well as supporting on key projects. As you can imagine, no two 

days are the same! My favourite part of the job is being able to genuinely influence the long-term direction of the sport. 

Being able to travel to different countries for races is also nice – I try to run around the track whenever I go! 

What are you most looking forward to when lockdown is over?  

I’ll miss watching the Euros and Olympics with friends – bring on 2021! Unfortunately I’ve also missed quite a few family 

events during lockdown, so I’m really hoping I will be able to see my Mum for her birthday. 

 

Miles was due to be guest speaker at this year’s school awards ceremony. His full interview can be read on the school website.. 

Formula 1 Senior Manager in Strategy and Business 

Development Miles Lowry is a former student of 

Ashby School. At a time when we all need some 

motivation, he has some great advice on how we 

can achieve our dreams. 

...in the fast lane 


