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Thousands of unwanted socks are being 
collected by students in a bid to set a new 
world record for the longest ever line of 
socks.

The students from Loudoun House need 
to sni�  out 10,000 socks to have a chance 
of beating the current world record, which 
stands at a staggering 1,500 metres.

So far, they have amassed enough socks to 
stretch for 800 metres 

The record-breaking attempt will raise 
money for the Teenage Cancer Trust.

Anyone who is able to donate spare socks 
can drop them into A block reception or 
post them to Peter Hayes at the school.

Socks Sought for World Record Attempt

Issue 16 - Summer term 2010

Inspiring young performers raised the roof when they took to the 
stage to prove that Ashby School had talent.

The ‘Ashby’s Got Talent’ contest attracted aspiring entertainers 
from every House, all hoping to impress the judges and a packed 
auditorium.

Bullen Housemates Jamie Bradley and Grant Topping stole the 
show with their high energy Lady Gaga song and dance routine.

Judge Kevin MacDonald said: “I am looking for an act that keeps 
everyone mesmerised from start to � nish. This act certainly did 
that.”

See page two for full story.

Ashby’s Got Talent

Loudoun steps up its sock campaign

Why has this student got his head in a bucket?
Find out on page three.
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The Spring and Summer terms have been amazing!

Students have been involved in an incredible array of activities – 
everything from ‘Ashby’s Got Talent’ to the Sixth Form spring fair, 
as well as lots of activities and events involving other schools. 

There have also been competitions, overseas visitors, study visits 
and more.

Alongside all this, students and sta�  are working to prepare for 
the � nal exams in June. This involves revision classes, the � nal 
drive to complete coursework and exam practice.

As one student has commented, ‘it’s tough’!

We want students to feel con� dent about playing hard and 
working hard – in other words, getting the most they can out of 
Ashby School.

As ever, I wish all students every success in their Summer exams 
and look forward to congratulating them when the results come 
out in August.

Results days are Thursday 19 August for A level students and 
Tuesday 24 August for GCSEs.

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to all the Year 
9 students who will be visiting Ashby School in July before 
starting here full time in September. I am sure that, like our 
existing students, they will � nd lots of activities and learning 
opportunities to challenge, engross and reward them during their 
time at Ashby School.

Mrs V. Keller-Garnett
Headteacher

View from 
The Top...

Ashby’s Got Talent
(continued from page 1)

Bullen were crowned winners of ‘Ashby’s Got Talent’. Their entry 
included an unaccompanied, vocal performance of a Frank 
Sinatra classic by student Wes Eyley.

Second place went to Crewe, following a courageous stand-up 
comedy routine by Mo Haji and a rendition of ‘Sweet Child o’ 
Mine’ by Joe Jacklin.

Gylby � nished in third place. They were represented by pianist 
Alex Lamb, and Debs Smith and Rob Lea, who performed a Kings 
of Leon number.

Teacher David Kelly, who compered the event, said: “There was 
a fantastic array of talent in evidence and a brilliant atmosphere 
throughout the contest. It really did prove that Ashby’s got 
talent!”

World of Work is at your Fingertips – 
Literally!

Show stealers Jamie Bradley (right) and Grant Topping 
performed a Lady Gaga routine

Experts from a range of professions were at Ashby School to give 
students an invaluable insight into the world of work. 

Some students witnessed the wizardry of a professional TV make-
up artist from Dr Who, who showed them how to create the gory 
illusion of an amputated � nger. 

Others discovered that a career in childcare was no easy option 
when sta�  from Smisby Day Nursery brought along a baby and 
toddler.

Vets, beauticians, radio presenters, forensic scientists, lawyers 
and members of the armed forces were among the other 
professionals in school to talk about their jobs – and to advise 
students how to get a foot on the career ladder. 

A make-up artist shows how she creates special e� ects for TV

Go Green, Grow Green 
Students can help to banish food miles by growing sweetcorn, 
potatoes, parsnips and other tasty crops in the Ashby School 
vegetable garden.

To get involved, volunteers need an interest in gardening but do 
not have to be experienced gardeners. Short meetings take place 
in the vegetable garden near A block after school on Monday and 
Friday. 
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A Night at the Movies 

A morning of welly wanging, apple bobbing, sack racing and 
head shaving helped to raise more than £1, 500 for charity.

Sixth Former Carl Jarvis proved to be one of the main attractions 
at the spring fair when he had his head shaved to raise money.

The fair was organised and run entirely by Sixth Formers.

Students from all Years visited the fair to try their luck on a range 
of traditional spring stalls, while others had their faces painted or 
treated themselves to homemade cakes and candy ¦ oss.

Proceeds from the school fair will be divided among Ashby 
School’s eight House charities.

Musicians from Ashby School teamed up with performers from six 
other local schools for an ambitious concert at Ivanhoe College.

The show – called ‘A Night at the Movies’ – featured performers 
from Ashby School, its two feeder high schools, and four local 
primary schools.

The audience was treated to a selection of well-known songs 
from stage and screen, including ‘Star Wars’, ‘Jungle Book’ and ‘The 
Lion King’.

Head of Music Catherine Matthews said: “This is the � rst time we 
have staged a musical event on this scale for students from so 
many di� erent schools and age groups.”

Praise Bee

Spring in the Air at School Fair

A young photographer from Ashby School has captured second 
place in a photography competition.

Simon Benevides, 16, came second in the Senior category of the 
Young Photographer of the Year contest, run by the Rotary Club 
of Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

His winning picture of a bee was taken in Bermuda, where 
Simon’s family lives. 

Simon, who is a boarder at School House, chose to photograph 
a bee to highlight the dwindling number of bees and the impact 
their loss would have on the environment. The theme of the 
contest was ‘The Environment’.

Students from Ashby School performed with musicians from 
six other schoolsMr Hayes shaved o�  half of Carl Jarvis’s hair

Simon’s winning bee picture caused a buzz

Drew Pearson was seen fruit bobbing on page 1 – then 
dunked his face in � our

Lorna is on the Ball
Striker Lorna Kinsbury-Smith helped her county team to victory 
in the National Final of the English Schools Football Association’s 
inter-county competition.

Lorna was playing for the Leicester and Rutland Schools FA’s 
under 16s girls team when they beat Wiltshire Schools FA by three 
goals to two.

She said: “It was great to win. We and our opponents were pretty 
evenly matched but we had to beat some good teams to get to 
the � nal.”

Lorna, who has been playing football for seven years, was scouted 
by the Leicestershire FA while playing for Bardon Hill Leaders FC.
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Young Shooter is on Target Successful Scouts Selected for 
Jamboree
Ten students from Ashby School have been chosen to attend the 
22nd World Scout Jamboree in Sweden. 

But � rst, they must each raise £1,950 to cover the cost of the trip. 

The successful students, who are all Scouts in the Ashby and 
Coalville area, will be among 30,000 young people from all over 
the world to take part in the three-week jamboree. The event is 
held just once every four years.

The themes of Nature, Meetings and Solidarity will encourage 
students to discover what it is to live in a global, interconnected 
world.

Anyone who would like to make a donation to the Scouts’ 
jamboree fund can contact Alison Cooper at alison@
thecoopershome.co.uk or by telephone on 01530 272236.

Musicians Make the Grade in 
Competition
Ashby School Jazz Band reached the district � nals of a 
competition to � nd the area’s best musicians.

The jazz band were winners of the Senior Group in both the � rst 
round and the regional semi-� nal of the Rotary Young Musician 
competition.

In spite of an outstanding performance in the � nal at Melton 
Theatre, the band missed out on the top prize.

In the same competition, singer Harriet Eyley was named Vocalist 
of the Year for the third consecutive year and Young Musician of 
the Year.

Max has his Eye on Championship

Forty-six students travelled to Canada in February for the school’s 
annual ski trip.

Skiing conditions were excellent during the week-long visit, 
which included a chance to try snowboarding and curling. 

The trip, which involved students of all skiing abilities, also 
featured an ice canyon walk, an evening howling with wolves, 
and snow-shoeing. 

Next year’s ski trip will be to Austria.

Nataliya has been chosen to represent Great Britain

Max in action

Hot shot Nataliya Manskova has been selected for the Great 
Britain Junior Target Shooting Squad.

Natilya, who took up air ri¦ e shooting less than 18 months ago, 
has been selected to travel to Germany with the GB junior squad 
in May, to compete in international shooting matches.

She was approached by the GB squad after winning bronze in the 
British Air Ri¦ e Championships in February.

Sixth Former Natilya is applying to universities that have easy 
access to a gun club so that she can continue with her ri¦ e 
training.

Ski Trip Gives Students a Lift

Skiers experienced excellent conditions in Canada
Stock car driver Max Alcock is hoping to end the racing season on 
a high by � nishing at the top of his league.

Max, 14, � nished third in the Trent Raceway Novices 
Championship for under 16s in 2009. This year, he wants to take 
the top spot.  

Max, who started racing at the age of 11, is unfazed by the 
dangers of his sport. In spite of being involved in several crashes, 
rolling his car and escaping from a burning vehicle, Max is 
determined to drive his way to victory.

He said: “My brother started racing � rst and I liked the look of it so 
I gave it a go. I am going for the championship this year.”
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Enterprise is ACE

Seven teams of students have been battling it out to be the best 
in Ashby’s Challenge for Enterprise (ACE) scheme.

More than 45 students volunteered to take part in the scheme, 
which required them to come up with imaginative and pro� table 
fundraising ideas. 

In the process, students have developed valuable business skills, 
such as team work and problem solving.

All seven teams had their own stalls at the school’s charity fair in 
April.

Show Me Who You Are
An international project to highlight the cultures and fashions of 
� ve European countries culminated at Ashby School in May.

Teachers and students from Denmark, Italy, Romania and Turkey 
visited Ashby School for the � nal stage of the two-year Comenius 
project.

During their stay, they spent time in lessons, enjoyed a European 
lunch prepared by Food Technology students, and took part in a 
catwalk fashion show to showcase their own clothing designs.

As part of the project – called ‘Show Me Who You Are’ – students 
from the � ve countries also compiled an e-journal website, to 
compare and contrast lifestyles and fashions across Europe.

Sigourney Close to Victory
Talented table tennis player Sigourney Ducksbury narrowly 
missed out on victory in a county-wide tournament. 
Sigourney made it through to the girls’ under 16s � nal at 
the 2009/ 10 Leicestershire Schools Table Tennis Association 
Individual Championships in February, losing by 11 points to 9.

The championships, which were held at Leicester Grammar 
School, also featured Kent Matsumoto from Ashby School, who 
secured third place in the boys’ under 19 event. 

More than 120 players from 47 county schools competed in the 
tournament.

Head Boy Sam Hooper and Head Girl Annie Berrow will be 
working with Deputy Head Boy Luke Dodd and Deputy Head Girl 
Abi Himan to create a more uni� ed school community next year.

From September, the four want to see students of all Years 
working more closely with each other and with sta� .

Annie said: “We want to bring people together more so that 
everyone feels part of things – that means organising more 
whole-school events, like sporting competitions. Everyone loves a 
good contest and sport is the healthiest way to get involved.”

They also want to involve more sta�  in Student Voice so that 
students and sta�  have a better mutual understanding.

Faculty Focus...
Computing
Computing students at Ashby School are learning more about the 
technical workings of computers, rather than simply how to use 
them.

The new emphasis is in line with Government guidelines, to 
enable more students to make a smooth transition to Computing 
courses at degree level.

As a result, students opting for the new AS/ A2 Computing course 
are focussing more on programming and the inner workings of 
computers.

At the end of Year 13, the majority of Computing students go on 
to computing and networking courses at university. One former 
Ashby School student is now using his computing skills to set 
up an army network that co-ordinates ground attack aircraft in 
Afghanistan.

At Ashby School, there are also plans to introduce GCSE 
Computing for students in Years 10 and 11. 

As a Specialist Technology College, Ashby School shares its 
expertise with other schools. Ashby School Computing sta�  have 
trained teachers and lecturers at Leicester College and at schools 
in Leicestershire and Derbyshire.

In its role as a Regional Cisco Academy, Ashby School also works 
closely with three Further Education colleges and 10 schools. 

ACE stall-holders (left to right) Yasmin Brown, Rachel Horswell 
and Sian Hewitt

New Student Team Waits in the 
Wings

The new Student Leadership Team (left to right) Annie Berrow, 
Luke Dodd, Sam Hooper and Abi Himan
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Faculty Focus...
Advisory

Many more students will leave school with exam grades and 
literacy levels to be proud of this summer, thanks to the work of 
the Advisory Faculty.

This year, 148 students are on the Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) record. Most of these are involved in a Literacy Support 
initiative, which o� ers them up to two hours of extra literacy 
lessons a fortnight. As a result, many of these students have made 
32 months’ progress in their reading and spelling, in the space of 
just � ve terms.

Others are involved in the BTEC Wider Key Skills programme. 
Students follow this course during their normal lessons, 
compiling a portfolio of work. The course focuses on three key 
areas: problem solving, working together and improving learning 
and performance. It is equivalent to two additional GCSEs.

For SEN students, trips and visits help to rea®  rm skills covered 
in class. Recent destinations have included the NEC Motorcycle 
Show and a go-karting circuit. There are also plans for a summer 
� shing trip and barbecue.

Linda Salt, Head of Advisory, said: “Trips like this help students to 
hone their social skills, to develop a sense of responsibility, and to 
think about co-operation and problem-solving. These are all key 
skills that are essential for life after school.” Many Year 11 students 
also take part in weekly work experience visits to local employers.

Next year, the school will introduce quali� cations awarded by the 
Council for Awards in Children’s Care and Education (CACHE), to 
give a head start to students interested in a career in childcare.

The e� orts of Advisory sta�  to drive up grades and boost literacy 
and essential life skills do not extend only to students on the 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) record. The Faculty’s expertise 
is regularly shared with other students who are referred by class 
teachers or Sixth Form sta� , as part of a whole-school approach.

Mrs Salt added: “Sta�  at Ashby School are very supportive of 
SEN students. SEN students get outstanding help and guidance 
wherever they go in the school, as was recognised by Ofsted in 
2009. The partnership we have developed here is working.”

Gifted and Talented 

Ashby School is committed to supporting not only those with 
learning di®  culties, but also those identi� ed as gifted and 
talented.

Denise Yates, Chief Executive of the National Association for 
Gifted Children, visited the school in March to see its gifted and 
talented programme for herself.

During her visit, Mrs Yates spent time with the Tip Tops, a group 
of gifted local primary school children, who come to Ashby 
School every Friday evening. They are tutored by Ashby School’s 
own gifted and talented students in a range of subjects from 
metaphysics to famous painters.

Physical Education

Life Skills students enjoyed a go-karting trip

The boys’  under 16 water polo team

The introduction of a PE BTEC has made PE an exam option for 
more students than ever.

The BTEC, which is equivalent to four GCSEs, is more practically 
based than the GCSE course. Students are assessed by 
coursework on topics such as coaching, performing, risk 
assessing, psychology and physiology. Students following the 
GCSE course now work towards a double award (two GCSEs).

Sporting Success

Outside the classroom, the boys’ under 16s badminton team 
won the county under 18s’ championship, wresting the title from 
Wyggeston and Queen Elizabeth College, which had held it for 
the past seven years.

In basketball, the under 16s won the North West Leicestershire 
Cup. It is hoped that transition classes – which are being run for 
Ivanhoe students at Ashby School – will help the team to hold 
onto the title next year.

In swimming, the under 16s boys’ team took part in the Midlands 
Schools Team Championships. They missed out on a place in the 
� nals by just 0.5 of a second. 

The girls’ hockey team successfully clinched the County Cup, 
while the boys came second, in spite of missing six games due to 
illness.

Ashby School also entered the British Schools Equestrian 
Association competition for the � rst time, narrowly missing out 
on a qualifying place. Coaching and development sessions will 
be running soon for would-be competitors who do not have their 
own horses.

There was also success for the school’s mixed rounders team 
which won the under 16s county event, while the girls came 
second. 

In rugby, the under 15 girls reached the County Cup semi � nal.

The school’s under 16 boys made it through to the second round 
of the English Schools’ Waterpolo Championships – an impressive 
result as most of the team were new to the sport.

In the Charnwood League, the school’s netballers were second in 
the under 15s group, and third in the under 16s and under 19s. 
The school will also be selecting girls for its tag rugby team to 
play at the County Youth Games in June.
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Science
Ashby School is doing its bit to plug the nationwide shortage of 
scientists.

At a time when the Government is encouraging more people to 
consider Science-related careers, growing numbers of students 
are choosing Science at Ashby School.

Head of Science Adam Linnik said: “In the news, you hear about 
lots more incentives for students to follow Science subjects. If 
you have a Science degree, you can earn signi� cantly more over a 
lifetime.”

Students are also continuing their Science studies at A level 
because of better GCSE results and the introduction of updated, 
more relevant syllabuses.

Biology continues to be the most popular of the three Sciences at 
post-16. There are 140 Biologists in Year 12, 100 Physicists and 90 
students doing Chemistry. Similar � gures are expected for next 
year.

At GCSE, bridging work carried out in partnership with Ashby’s 
feeder high schools is proving successful.

Students arriving at Ashby School from Ibstock and Ivanhoe 
are already familiar with the structure of the Investigative Skills 
Assessment (ISA) that was introduced in 2006.

The ISA means that coursework is completed at school under 
test conditions and is a more accurate re¦ ection of students’ 
capabilities and understanding.

GCSE results are also being driven up by the number of students 
attending after-school revision sessions. Up to 60 students 
attend drop-in sessions after school on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Extra-curricular events, such as talks by guest speakers and 
lecturers, help to bring an extra dimension to Science.

Biology students will travel to Leicester University to witness 
practical demonstrations as part of a day spent ‘Investigating 
the Nervous System’. Year 10 students visited Leicester Botanical 
Gardens as part of an Aim Higher course on ecology while 
Chemistry students visited Loughborough � rm Astra Zeneca.

Year 10 students joined others at Rugby School for a seminar 
on extreme Physics, learning how to build and launch their own 
pneumatic rockets.

A joint Physics and Geography trip to Sella� eld nuclear power 
plant will take place in June.

Mr Linnik added: “Learning doesn’t just happen in the classroom. 
There is real expertise out there, in the universities and elsewhere.”

From the Governors…
Specialist Schools Steering Group Report
Languages College Report

Ashby School has successfully applied to renew its status as a 
specialist Languages College.

Since becoming a Languages College in 2006, the school has 
increased both language and cultural opportunities for students, 
sta�  and the local community.

Recent initiatives have included a beginners’ course in British 
sign language for sta�  and students. Following its success, there 
are plans to run the course again next year, alongside advanced 
sessions.

The school has also recruited a Chinese assistant to run extra-
curricular lessons in Mandarin. From September, these will 
be open to all Years and abilities as well as to sta�  and the 
local community. Ashby School’s Chinese, French and Spanish 
assistants will also work in local high schools to deliver cultural 
and language sessions.

Technology College Report

During the Summer term, students and sta�  in the Technology 
subject areas are working hard to reach the GCSE and A level 
targets set at the beginning of the year. 

Sta�  from Ashby School are also delivering a programme of 
enrichment sessions for students from local high schools and 
primary schools. These include science sessions such as ‘Forces 
in Action’, CAD CAM projects in Design, and GCSE data handling 
work for students coming to Ashby from outside the catchment 
area.

Ashby School will host a Specialist Schools Technology Network 
session for teachers from across the region, to showcase the 
exciting developments and student enrichment experiences 
taking place at Ashby School, Ivanhoe and Ibstock high schools.

Personnel Committee Report
The recurrent themes of Personnel meetings over the last 12 
months have been sta®  ng issues, school attendance, Student 
Voice, safeguarding young people, personnel issues, and support 
from outside agencies.

The committee is constantly reviewing the well-being of students 
and sta�  and all matters related to this.

Hazel  Finch – Chair of Personnel Committee

Parent Support Adviser
A Parent Support Adviser has been appointed by the Ashby 
Family of Schools. 

Michelle White will take up her new role during the Summer 
term. Michelle will introduce herself to parents and be available 
to assist them with any issues which may be a� ecting students’ 
progress at school.

Any parent wishing to speak to Michelle should contact her at 
Ivanhoe College, where she is based, or leave a message at Ashby 
School reception.

Biology students visited Leicester Botanical Gardens
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Talking 
Heads
What is your name?   
My full name is Kento 
Matsumoto, but 
everyone calls me 
Kent.

How long have 
you been at Ashby 
School? What 
were your � rst 
impressions?  Three 
and a half years.  
When I � rst came here, 
I made instant friends with the other lads at the boarding house and 
it felt like one big, amazing sleepover.  At school the next day though, 
I was completely daunted; it felt huge, with so many students, but I 
had just come from a much smaller school and guess I was expecting 
the same thing.

Where did you go to school before you came to Ashby School? 
How do they di� er?  I went to an International School in Frankfurt, 
where all the lessons were in English.  We also had to learn 
compulsory German and Spanish.  The main di� erence between 
my old school and Ashby is that I receive so much more help here, 
particularly at School House.

Where did you grow up?  I was actually born in England and my 
� rst school was an English one, but I have spent most of my life living 
between England and Frankfurt with long summers in Japan.  

Your family lives in Frankfurt and Japan. What do you miss about 
England when you are not here?  Simply put – my girlfriend!

How many languages do you speak – and which are they? How 
important is language learning in the modern world?  I speak 
Japanese, English and German � uently and have a reasonable 
knowledge of Spanish.  Because so many people in the modern world 
live and work away from home, I think languages are essential.  Look 
at my situation: I have family and close friends in three di� erent 
countries and that doesn’t include my friends at School House, who 
come from all over the world.

What do you do in your spare time?  I play a lot of sport.  At 
School House, it’s more just for fun, but I also play football for Ashby 
Ivanhoe.  I’m also play table tennis at County level.  Other than that, I 
like hanging out with my friends and girlfriend in Ashby.

Tell us something about yourself that not many people at Ashby 
School know.  In Japan, there are massive beetles the size of your 
hand.  They don’t mind being picked up and handled, so loads on 
people have them as pets out there.  I’ve spent most of my summers 
as a young boy playing with them.  I expect most people from Ashby 
would run the other way if they saw one coming.

What would you like to do when you leave school?  I de� nitely want 
to go to University, but I am still deciding what to do.  I would quite like 
to take a degree which involves Maths and perhaps follow my Dad into 
mechanical engineering.  But everyone tells me that I always win an 
argument, so perhaps I should become a lawyer!
If you were stranded on a desert island, who would you choose 
to be stranded with?  My friend Telemi Oyedemi Babs.  We have been 
friends since the � rst day of boarding and I expect we will be lifelong 
friends.  He makes me laugh so much.

If the world were to end tomorrow, what would you do today?  I 
would have the most amazing party with all my family and friends and 
make sure we had a great time while it lasted.

• 17 May  
GCSE, AS & A2 exams until 30 June

5.30pm Full Governors’ meeting

• 31 May - 4 June  
Half term

• 10/11 June   
Year 9 students visiting Maths 
Faculty

• 18 June
Year 12 working on UCAS 
applications

• 23 June  
Gold Duke of Edinburgh trip (3 
days)

• 24 June  
Year 12 trip to Sella� eld (3 days)

• 27-29 June  
Biology � eld trip

• 29 June 
Trip to USA departs

• 30 June  
Flight Club to Amsterdam

• 1 July
Sports Day

• 4 July  
PE watersports trip all week

• 5/6 July
Year 12 induction

• 7/8/9 July
Year 9 induction

• 7 July
Parents’ evening for ABCE

• 8 July
Parents’ evening for FGHL

• 9 July  
Sixth Form ball

• 10 July  
Exchange trip to Germany

• 12-14 July  
Year 12 Business Conference

• 16 July
End of term

• 19 August
AS/A2 exam results

• 24 August  
GCSE exam results

• 2 September
Year 10, 11, 13 return

• 6 September
Year 12 return

Diary dates

New Records Set in Aquathon

Fitness fanatics and feisty fundraisers pushed themselves to the 
limit in Ashby School’s fourth annual aquathon, collecting more 
than £1,000 for charity.

About 100 sta�  and students – of all sporting abilities – tackled 
the course, which included a 400 metre swim and a three 
kilometre run.

Entrants included two teams of three-legged racers and two girls 
who completed the course in ¦ ippers, arm bands and life jackets.

A new aquathon record for the fastest overall time was set by 
Harry Miles and Josh Bunyan who crossed the � nishing line in 
16 minutes and 12 seconds. The money raised will be divided 
between the school’s eight House charities.

Emma-Louise Sudworth (left) and Jess Woolerton completed 
the course in armbands and � ippers


