
  

Spring 

2020 

www.ashbyschool.org.uk 

JUST THE JOB!   RECYCLING CAMPAIGN GETS 

   GREEN LIGHT 

S 
ixth Formers have turbo-charged 

the school’s commitment to 

recycling by introducing a green 

bag collection for unwanted paper 

and card. 

More than 130 green bags have been 

placed in classrooms and offices across the 

school, making it simple for students and 

staff to recycle paper and cardboard that 

might otherwise have been binned. 

The campaign has been led by Year 13 

student Amy Ball (pictured centre), who is 

head of the School Council.  Amy has 

enlisted the support of 40 fellow Sixth 

Formers who help to collect and empty the 

green bags every Friday. 

Amy, who will sit A levels in business, art 

and maths this summer, held meetings with 

school leaders and representatives of 

Rainbow Waste, to look at ways of 

extending the school’s recycling to 

classrooms and workspaces. 

Amy said: “The green bags will hopefully get 

students and staff into the habit of recycling 

rather than throwing paper and cardboard 

in the bin.” 

The Ashbeian       

Green bag recycling in numbers: 

1,762 students in school 

130 Number of green recycling bags placed in 

classrooms/ offices 

525kg Amount of paper and card recycled since 

collections began 

40  Sixth Form students involved in weekly green bag 

 New Era in Ashby School History 

Ashby School will enter a new era in September 2020, when it opens to students as two separate 

campuses. 

From September, all KS4 students (Years 10 and 11) will be based on the Nottingham Road site, while Sixth 

Formers will have their own dedicated post-16 campus on Leicester Road. 

The change, which will mean KS4 students no longer have to cross the road between the two sites, is 

taking place in preparation for potential age range change. While the split site has worked well for 

generations of students aged 14 - 18, it would not be suitable for younger students. 

Building work to create an extension to the Nottingham Road site will begin in the summer, along with an 

intensive programme of classroom reorganisation. Turn to page 2 for more on this. 
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Headstart 

Ashby has a long and prestigious history dating back 

to 1567. The last major change was in 1972 when the 

boys’ and girls’ schools merged to form the 

comprehensive Ashby School, as we now know it. 

The split site has been a distinctive feature of the 

school for many years and generations of students 

have crossed the road safely under the watchful eye of 

the lollipop person. 

But the model for educational provision in 

Leicestershire has changed dramatically in recent 

years and we have to change with it. Most schools 

now operate as 11 – 16 or 11 – 18 schools. In fact, North 

West Leicestershire is the last area in the county to 

introduce this change which will begin in Coalville this 

September. 

As a result, we have been looking carefully at the 

changes that will be needed to prepare Ashby School 

for this process. The creation of two separate 

campuses – one for KS4 and one for KS5 – means we 

will be able to secure the site fully as this will remove  

the need for large numbers of students to cross the 

road between the two 

sites. Students will also be 

able to reach lessons 

more quickly adding 

valuable minutes to lesson 

time.  

We are particularly excited 

to be able to develop a separate campus for Sixth 

Formers where we aim to cultivate an ethos that helps 

students make the transition from a closely structured 

KS4 education to one of independent learning that 

will prepare them for life after school. 

There is considerable work to do to implement these 

changes by September 2020 but the staff and 

governing body are committed and enthusiastic. 

Ultimately, we believe these changes will enable Ashby 

School to continue to provide excellent opportunities 

for future generations of students – just as it has done 

for the last 453 years. 

Geoff Staniforth, Headteacher 

In the last year, the school completed its new 

Sports Pavilion at a cost of £518,000, partly funded 

by a successful bid to the Department of 

Education’s Healthy Pupil Capital Fund.  

This year, we have again focused on updating and 

improving technologies, investing in 80 new 

laptops and hardware improvements for 50 

desktops. We continue to develop our network, 

updating servers to the latest OS, and 

implementing a new computer and software 

management solution.  

Continued investment in the learning environment 

has included a new heating plant for the Leicester 

Road site (supported by another successful bid to 

the DfE’s Capital Improvement Fund), a new CCTV 

system, air conditioning in the design centre and 

lecture theatre, and works to the swimming pool 

roof. We have also made alterations to food 

technology, the main reception area and Year 

Rooms, as well as replacing internal and external 

doors throughout the Academy and installing new 

lighting in a number of classrooms. In addition, 

external works have been carried out to improve 

traffic safety and signage.  

Andrew Burton, Business Manager 

From the Governors….Finance 
 

A team of Sixth Formers finished in an impressive 

third place in the regional round of this year’s Senior 

Maths Challenge at the University of Derby. 

The team of four—Abigail Heath and Luke Hanley 

from Year 13, and Louis Bullock and Thomas Pritchard 

from Year 12  - were up against 14 other teams of 

talented mathematicians. They finished top in the first 

two rounds.  

Students tackled a series of demanding mathematical 

challenges over three hours.  The event was organised 

by the Advanced Mathematics Support Programme 

and the UK Mathematics Trust.  

For more maths news, turn to page 6. 

MATHEMATICIANS IN  

TOP THREE FINISH 
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Stellar performances and weeks of preparation combined to 

make the school’s production of ‘Chicago’ a runaway success. 

The much-loved musical was performed over a week to sell-

out audiences. 

All That Jazz!! 
Jake 

Praised for  

Rapid and 

Caring  

Response 

The quick actions 

of a student who went to the aid of a 

stranger in distress have been praised 

by local people. 

Jake Ridgway was walking to school 

through Ashby town centre when he 

noticed the man was unwell. Jake 

went immediately to fetch the 

defibrillator from Market Street. 

He then helped to administer basic 

first aid until paramedics were able to 

take over. 

Jake, who is in Year 10, said: “I didn’t 

really think about what I was doing. I 

knew where the defibrillator was so I 

went to get it. 

“I had learned some basic first aid at 

Scouts about three years ago so I 

used that.” 

Jake’s efforts were widely lauded on 

social media. He hopes to use his 

calm attitude under pressure to join 

the army as a mechanic but has not 

ruled out further first aid training. 

Sadly, medical staff were unable to 

save the man. 

Detectives for a Day 
Year 10 students became science detectives for a day when they 

took part in a CSI-style challenge at 3M in Loughborough. 

They used a combination of forensic observation, analytical 

chemistry, social media analysis and suspect profiling to unravel the 

clues to solve a crime scene scenario. The competition was 

designed to encourage more forensic science-related STEM 

learning.  

Ashby entered two teams of five students who were asked to 

document, photograph and take samples for further analysis. They 

then took part in laboratory activities where they used a number of 

analytical techniques on evidence found at the scene. They will 

return to 3M in May to give a presentation on their findings. 
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The Mary Smith Scholarship Fund is OPEN NOW to all students 

at Ashby School. 

The fund makes cash awards to students to help them pursue a 

specific career, course of study or other ambition. 

Harrison Dring (pictured left) was able to secure a contribution 

towards his new wetsuit. Other students have successfully 

applied for money towards sports kit, music lessons, university 

reading lists, equipment for a job or career, and educational 

travel (but not school trips). 

Application forms can be downloaded from the school website 

and must be returned by Friday 14 February. 

For full details, go to www.ashbyschool.org.uk/mary-smith-fund 

Ashby’s trail blazing hockey team has been named School 

Team of the Year at the Leicester Mercury Sports Awards. 

Members of the team accepted the prize at a star-studded 

ceremony at Leicester Tigers' Welford Road Stadium, topping 

off a year of incredible achievements. 

The team became one of the first in the country from a state 

school to reach the semi-finals of the England Schools 

National Plate competition. 

PE teacher and team coach Vikki Rundle-Brown said: “This 

year, it’s going to be a lot tougher as the team is straddled 

across two age groups (half are U16 and half are U18) which 

means we have to play everyone up in the U18 age group.  

“We did lose two key players  who left the school at the end 

of Year 11 but have replaced them with some very talented 

Year 10s. We are entered in the National Schools U18 Tier 2 competition (the same competition as last year but 

in the older age group). The team is still extremely motivated and this year we have had several training 

sessions ahead of the season starting—so watch this space!” 

 

 We Fund Everything 

from Boots to Books  

Apply now to Mary Smith Fund! 

Hockey Boys Bag Another Gong—and Start 2020 Campaign  

Ashby Goes #periodpositive 

Free period products are now available in school, after Ashby School signed up to the 

government’s initiative to tackle period poverty. 

Girls who have struggled to access period products in the past will now be able to get 

them by contacting the Year Room. 

It is hoped the scheme will help to prevent girls missing school. 
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Year 11 revision sessions are happening NOW! 

A full timetable of after school sessions in all subjects can be found 

on the school website at www.ashbyschool.org.uk/year-11-parents-

revision-information 

Phil Newman, Timetable and Options Manager, said: “Revision is 

vital. These exams are the culmination of 12 years of education and 

it is imperative that students use these final few weeks to 

consolidate their knowledge and perfect their exam technique. 

“Staff are on hand throughout to help them do this with tailored 

revision resources and after school sessions and we urge every 

student to 

take full 

advantage 

of these.” 

* All figures 

correct at 

time of going 

to press but 

subject to 

change as 

exams get 

nearer! 

Year 11 Revision—Why it Matters 

 

9 
Number of weeks until 

exam season begins 

10 
Weeks left in school  until 

study leave starts 

90+ 
Number of after school 

revision sessions in  

run-up to exams  
(excluding coursework sessions)* 

If you thought the school library was just about books, 

think again! 

The library is also a venue for all sorts of other activities, 

including the school’s Knit and Natter group. 

Knitters of all ages and abilities—including staff - have 

joined the drop-in sessions to work on their own 

projects and to knit squares for a dog blanket that they 

plan to donate to a local animal charity. 

Josie Ince, in Year 10, said: “I have been knitting for a 

while but I come here to get ideas and to use some of 

the patterns. And it is nice that we can all get involved 

in the dog blanket project.” 

Wool You Believe it?    Kamran Makes Waves 

Sailor Kamran Ewbank has spent much of the last 

10 years on the water, competing as far afield as 

Ireland and France.  

Kamran, who races in the Laser, the Olympic single

-handed male class at a national youth level, has 

represented GB in two World Championships in his 

previous boat, the Topper. He is now in training for 

the Royal Yachting Association Youth Nationals at 

Easter. 

As well as working on his own performance, 

Kamran has also been coaching younger sailors in 

preparation for national events. Kamran, who is in 

Year 12, is based at Staunton Harold Sailing Club. 



6 

 

 

Six students have gone on to study languages at 

university, following success in last year’s A level exams. 

These include AJ Aggas who successfully applied to 

study drama in Montpelier, France. 

This year, there are 30 students in Year 13 language 

classes, making it one of the largest A level language 

cohorts in the county—all of whom will be sitting their 

external speaking exams before Easter. 

They will receive extra help with their speaking skills 

from resident French assistant, Aymeric Ple, who is 

from the Rhone-Alpes area of France. Aymeric will be 

at Ashby School until the summer. 

This term, the school will also run 500 GCSE speaking 

exams in French and German, as well as several other 

languages including Chinese, Spanish and Polish for 

students fluent in these. Exams start on 22 April and 

run for two weeks.  

Moves are already being made to encourage Year 9 

students to consider choosing German as a GCSE 

option and even becoming dual linguists.  A series of 

after school sessions, focussing on German language  

 

 

and culture, are running 

from October to May for 

high school students.  

A group of current 

language students took 

part in the school’s annual 

trip to experience the 

seasonal sights of Cologne and Bruges in the run-up to 

Christmas (pictured above, right). 

Modern Languages 

 

G 
CSE maths revision booklets have been 

given to all Year 11 students at parents’ 

evenings. The booklets, which are written by 

Ashby maths staff, test students’ retrieval of 

topic information. For students who need extra help 

with any of the topics, the booklets include links to 

online tool Hegarty Maths. There are also links to 

tougher questions for students who are hoping to turn 

their grade 7 predictions into grade 8 or 9. (Anyone 

who hasn’t got a copy should speak to maths staff). 

 

Year 11 students are already 

familiar with the format, having 

used a mini version of the booklet 

for their Year 10 mocks.  

Head of Maths Sam Blatherwick: 

“Our key revision message for 

Year 11 is that the best way to 

revise maths is to do lots of 

questions. “ 

Each student has also been given 

their own personalised revision 

sheet, using feedback from mock 

exams. The sheets highlight areas 

of strength and weakness, 

allowing students to focus on the 

gaps in their knowledge. 

Year 11 revision sessions will take place on Monday 

evenings after February half term. These will help 

students follow up their independent study from their 

revision booklets. 

A level students are also being targeted with new 

resources devised by maths staff. Printed notes, similar 

to those used in universities, have been produced to 

back up classroom teaching in 18 topics, following 

concerns about the quality of students’ own note 

taking.  

Maths 

Maths students visited Cambridge University to listen to a 

series of inspirational speakers talk about the importance 

and versatility of maths . 
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Humanities 

In psychology, the GCSE 

pass rate was 100% in 2019 

with 38% of students 

achieving grades 9—7.  At 

A level, the results were also impressive with 25% of 

students achieving A*-A grades and 76% of students 

achieving A*-C grades.  

Year 11 psychologists experienced life ’inside’ when 

they visited former prison HMP Shrewsbury. They 

were given a guided tour by ex-prison officers as well 

as taking part in a prisoner experience, a Q&A session 

dedicated to psychology in prison and team building 

activities. The visit tied in with their study topic of 

social justice. Meanwhile, Year 13 students will attend 

a Tutor2u A level grade booster revision workshop at 

Star City, Birmingham where a team of experienced 

subject teachers will guide them through core topics 

and exam techniques. 

Philosophy and ethics has again proved popular with 

increased uptake at both GCSE and A level. At GCSE, 

75% of students achieved grades 9-5 compared to 

62% nationally, while 67% of A level students 

achieved grades A*- B against 52% nationally. 

Students’ experience has also been boosted by 

investment in new resources. 

There are some new faces in geography, including 

new Head of Department Laura White and teacher 

Ciara O'Neill, who is covering Mrs Parkes’ maternity 

leave. Since September, geography staff  have led a 

four day residential field trip to Swanage for Year 13 

(see pictures above), where they collected data on 

either coasts or the urban environment to support 

their independent investigations.  

Year 11 students have taken part in a one day field trip 

to Birmingham where they studied how land use and 

quality of life changes across a transect of the city 

centre. Planning is currently underway for a Year 10 

field trip to Carding Mill Valley where students will 

look at how a river changes through the long profile. 

There will also be GCSE and A level study sessions 

with chief examiners to help support students with 

their upcoming examinations.  

In business, there has been lots of emphasis on the 

importance of successful customer service strategies. 

Students will be focussing on this again when they 

travel to Paris during February half term for two days 

at Disneyland, followed by a visit to some of the city’s 

most famous historic and cultural sights. Year 13 

travel and tourism students also learned the 

importance of customer service from the Director of 

East Midlands Airport during a visit to the airport. 

Drayton Manor was the destination for Year 11 travel 

and tourism students who were given an overview of 

business practices and marketing at the theme park. 

A revision conference trip for Year 11 and Year 13 

business and economics students to Star City will run 

in March.  

In history, A Level results were very good with 17% of 

students achieving A*-A grades, 79% of students 

achieving A*-C grades and a 100% pass rate. This 

academic year, Year 12 have settled well into their 

study of the ‘The War of the Roses c1450-1499’ and 

‘American History c1865-1970s’, while Year 13 students 

have almost completed their non-examined 

component investigating ‘British History from 1897-

1997’.  At GCSE, history continues to be a thriving and 

expanding subject. More than 70% of GCSE history 

students achieved level 9-4 in 2019. This year, the 

focus for Year 10 and 11 students is on ‘Understanding 

the Modern World’ and the causes and events of 

World War One — a unit of study that is enhanced by 

the biannual field trip to Ypres and the Somme. 
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Talking Heads 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

 

Why did you want to become a teacher?  While I was studying for my degree in Biomedical Science at the 

University of Sheffield, it became clear that my plans for a career in medical research didn’t match my passion to 

use my knowledge to positively influence the lives of others directly. I decided to investigate teaching and 

completed two school work experience placements. I quickly realised the impact teachers were having on the lives 

of young people and decided to use my scientific skills and expertise to support young people in developing their 

own aspirations and goals.  

What do you like best about teaching so far?   I haven’t met a single student who hasn’t demonstrated the 

potential to achieve their goals and this is an ethos I try to embed this into every lesson I teach. Working to 

change students’ attitudes to their progress (particularly in science) by breaking down barriers to learning is what I 

have enjoyed most about teaching so far.  

What is your chosen subject – and why?  I chose to study for a PGCE in Secondary Science with a specialism in 

biology as this was most closely related to my Biomedical Science degree. I want to help highlight the value and 

importance of science in modern day society. I am also motivated to improve female engagement with STEM 

subjects. 

What are your fondest memories of being a student here?  The friends I made! As an external student who 

applied to study A levels, I was a bit worried but both staff and students made a fantastic effort to include every 

member of the school in academic and social opportunities. Volunteering at Ashby Statutes, attending MedClub 

after school, embarking on biology field trips and mentoring students at KS4 allowed me to build a large network 

of support very early on.  

How has Ashby School changed since you were here? The commitment to continued professional 

development of staff and quality first teaching is still at the heart of the school. Every member of staff (both 

teaching and non-teaching) makes it their goal to support students in every way they possibly can.  The school 

has a strong sense of community and all staff liaise and collaborate to develop the best possible outcomes for 

staff and students.   

What can be done to encourage more people to consider teaching?  We need more guest speakers to come 

into schools, colleges and universities to discuss the value of teaching and the benefits and rewards of the 

profession. They should also highlight the extensive opportunity for professional development as I believe that 

few young people are aware of this. We also need to provide work experience placements and taster days for 

people considering entering the teaching profession and promote the value of education as part of  the 

curriculum and in the media.  

 

Cara Hodgkins left Ashby School in 2016 with A levels in chemistry, 
biology, English language and psychology, and has just returned—
as a trainee science teacher.  
Her plans to pursue a career in medical research were turned upside 
down after she did a school work experience placement. She is the 
first scientist and teacher in her family, and the first to go to 
university. So how did she do it—and why ? 


