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80 Years of Giving – Apply Now to Mary Smith Fund 

www.ashbyschool.org.uk 

Attendance Matters: Find Out Why on Page 3 

Students can apply now to the Mary Smith Scholarship 

Fund for a little extra help to follow their dreams. 

 

For more than 80 years, the fund has been making 

awards to Ashby’s young people to help with the costs 

of following a career, course of study or other ambition. 

 

In 2018, the fund helped to pay for language classes, 

kickboxing equipment and even a charity trip to Everest 

base camp for George Bakewell-Smith pictured). Others 

successfully applied for money towards veterinary 

textbooks, musical costs and educational visits overseas.  

 

All applicants must be under 25, attend or have 

attended Ashby School or Ivanhoe College or live in the 

Ashby area. Application forms can be downloaded from 

the school website at www.ashbyschool.org.uk/mary-

smith-fund 

Completed forms must be returned to Jo Marlow at 

j.marlow@ashbyschool.org.uk by Friday 15 February. 

Also in this issue: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 11 revision programme launched 

 Faculty Focus on maths, humanities and 

modern foreign languages 

 Psychology students become prison inmates 

for a day (pictured) 

Which 

group 

are you 

in? 

http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/mary-smith-fund
http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/mary-smith-fund
mailto:j.marlow@ashbyschool.org.uk
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 Headstart 

Only last term I was expressing my delight at 

becoming the Headteacher of Ashby School - it’s 

hard to believe the academic year is already more 

than half way through. Year 11 students will 

remember my assembly in September when I 

explained the mock exams were 12 weeks away; those 

are now a distant memory and, in another 12 school 

weeks, students will be sitting the real examinations.  

I am very proud of the dedication and effort of staff 

in supporting students. At our successful Year 11 

parents’ evenings, it was gratifying to see students 

taking their advice on board and purchasing revision 

guides from the school shop. On page 5, there are 

details of the extensive revision programme on offer. 

I would urge every student regardless of their 

position to take advantage of this; it is never too late 

to put in that extra effort to ensure a successful 

culmination to 11 years of education. 

Alongside academic success, we strongly urge 

students to grasp the opportunities to get involved in 

the wider community. Since the last newsletter, 

students have helped disabled youngsters at the 

statutes fair, been part of the 

Remembrance parade and 

attended a veterans’ tea 

party. The autumn term 

closed with the now 

traditional community carol 

concerts. For me, one of the 

concert highlights was the acapella rendition of ‘Carol 

of the Bells’ which was truly beautiful.  

Good communication is essential and I would ask all 

parents who haven’t already done so to please 

download our free parental app from the Apple app 

store or Google Play store by searching for 

‘mychildatschool’. Anyone who has misplaced their 

login details can email l-evans@ashbyschool.org.uk. 

Messaging parents via the app is free and preferable 

to using the more expensive texting service. 

Without tempting fate, we hope we have missed the 

heavy snow that caused us problems in previous 

years and can now look forward to the warmer spring 

weather arriving. I wish your son or daughter an 

enjoyable and successful spring term. 

Future technologies have been a main focus of the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee this 

year, including investment in more than 50 new 

laptops, 70 new desktops, a complete network 

upgrade and upgrades to the specifications of 

many other existing devices. All devices have now 

been updated to the latest Windows 10 OS. Other 

measures include the introduction of new host 

servers, a new virtualisation platform, revision of 

back-up and disaster recovery solutions and 

infrastructure updates. 

Continued significant investment is also enabling 

the Academy to improve the learning environment 

through several major projects. These include the 

planned new sports pavilion, supported by a 

successful bid for £289,000 from the DfE’s Healthy 

Pupils’ Capital Fund. Work has already been 

carried out to improve facilities for boarders, 

update emergency lighting and fire alarms, 

refurbish parts of the English block and create two 

new design classrooms. Measures have also been 

taken to improve the safety of the site following a 

traffic risk assessment and improve the security of 

school buildings. 

Andrew Burton, Business Manager 

From the Governors….Finance 

 

The latest from Headteacher Geoff Staniforth  

 
BMX  Biker Tyler Keeps it in the Family 

Tyler Wheatcroft 

has made a name 

for himself on the 

BMX circuit—and is 

one of very few 

riders who can train 

with his mum! 

Year 10 Tyler, who 

trains at Tamworth, 

finished second in 

the Midlands BMX 

Championship in 

his age group in 

2018. After 

recovering from 

injury, he is now 

back in training and hoping to make an impact on 

the leader board in 2019. 

After watching Tyler compete, his 

mum, Joanna Roberts (pictured left 

with Tyler), also took up BMX 

biking and has since gone on to 

become British number seven in 

the women’s sport. 

mailto:l-evans@ashbyschool.org.uk
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 Charity 

   Young Chefs Serve up Winning Dishes 

Three students competed in the first round of the 

Rotary Young Chef of the Year competition. Alfie 

Hanks, Dylan Nettley and Ella Cole, all from Year 

10,  prepared menus and produced dishes of a very 

high standard.  

Alfie made a lasagne and a cheesecake, while Dylan 

served up salmon with cous cous and a fruit crème 

brulee. Ella made salmon en croute and profiteroles. 

Ella Cole (pictured above with Ruth Andre Evans of 

Rotary), was named the winner and will go on to 

represent the school in the county final in Leicester.  

 

A campaign has been launched to highlight the 

importance of regular attendance. 

The school is using posters and social media to 

underline the crucial link between good 

attendance and exam success. 

Any student with less than 96% attendance is a 

cause for concern; anyone attending less than 

94% of lessons is at risk of underachieving. 

Assistant Headteacher Andy Binns said: “Students 

and parents need to realise that missing just a few 

days of school a year can seriously damage 

students’ chances of getting good GCSEs. 

“Students who have regular periods of absence 

are far less likely to reach their academic 

potential.” 

Attendance of 90% means that students have 

missed a staggering 95 lessons a year. 

For more information on attendance and why it 

matters, go to www.ashbyschool.org.uk/reporting-

absences 

Attendance Matters 

Ashby’s Year 10/11 hockey team is through to the 

second round of the English Schools National 

Hockey championships after knocking out 

Loughborough Grammar. In spite of going down 

1—0 in the first minute in exceptionally cold playing 

conditions, the boys held their composure and 

fought back to win 4-2 against a very strong side. 

They will now face Repton.  

Head of PE Vikki Rundle-Brown said: “The boys 

were simply fabulous with so many individual 

outstanding performances. They played some 

amazing hockey.” 

The team was recently highly commended in the 

team category at the NWL sports awards (pictured). 

Hockey Players Silence Loughborough 
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No Slacking for Trial Biker Daniel 

Matt Takes the Title 

 

 

Cyclist Matt Stretton added to his tally of 

successes in 2018, culminating in an impressive 

12th place in the National Junior 10-mile Time Trial 

Championships in Glasgow—battling on in spite of 

a broken hand and mechanical gear failure. 

Matt, who is a member of Coalville Wheelers, 

achieved second place in the Junior Midlands 

Time Trial Championship (and eighth overall 

among the senior men), again with a fractured 

hand.  He also gained top 10 placings in open time 

trials six times in 2018 and ended the season as 

Junior Club Champion for the second year 

running. 

Archie Vanes, who 

captained Ashby 

School’s rugby team, is 

now making regular 

appearances for the 

Leicester Tigers Under 

18 Academy side. 

Archie, who made his 

first trip to watch Tigers 

at Welford Road at the 

age of 10, has worked 

his way up through the 

system to gain academy selection. 

Originally a back-rower but now settling at 

hooker, Archie said: “The dream is to be a 

professional rugby player and getting to this level 

is the first step. It is good to challenge yourself 

and work hard to be the best you can be.” 

Under 18 Selection for Archie 

Fast Lane for Film Maker Charlie 

Year 10 media student 

Charlie Stephens is 

combining his flair for 

film making with his love 

of mechanics in 

preparation for his future 

career. 

At weekends, Charlie 

travels the country as a 

trainee mechanic for 

LotusBits rally team but 

also photographs and videos the cars and racing 

action for promotional material. 

In 2018, a screening of one of Charlie’s short films 

at a motorsports awards event won him a trip to 

the London offices of Motorsport magazine where 

he met journalists and was given a tour.  

Charlie’s dad, Colin, said: “One of the biggest 

reasons for choosing Ashby School was so that 

Charlie could pick media studies at GCSE. So when 

he won the competition, this only confirmed he 

had made the right choice!” 

Talented songstress Maddison Forster wowed 

concert-goers at the NEC when she gave a solo 

rendition of ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ to mark 

the centenary of the end of WW1. 

Maddison, who studies music and drama at GCSE, is 

a member of the Leicestershire Musical Show Choir, 

since being invited to audition in Year 7. 

She has since sung at various venues including the 

Royal Opera House in London and De Montfort Hall. 

Her solo spot at the NEC was her performing 

highlight so far. 

Maddison plans to study musical theatre at college 

and eventually hopes to perform in the West End. 

Musical Maddison Takes Centre Stage 
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 Year 11 Revision Programme Kicks Off 
An after school revision programme for Year 11 students in all GCSE subjects is now underway. 

The revision timetable, which runs until the exams, means that students can seek additional help and guidance 

from teachers in all subject areas. 

This is the third year that Ashby School has launched a comprehensive revision schedule, enabling students to 

organise their revision more effectively. The timetable was launched at Year 11 parents’ evenings in January 

where students and parents were also given advice  on revision techniques and how to cope with exams. The 

full revision timetable can be found here: www.ashbyschool.org.uk/year-11-parents-revision-information 

English Revision in Action 

Dickens' classic tale of 'A Christmas Carol' was 

given a dramatic twist by English faculty staff in a 

series of performances for all Year 11 students 

(pictured below). The book is a core GCSE English 

literature text. 

Head of English Brooke Keating-Rogers said: 

"These performances are a way of helping 

students understand and remember the key 

themes, characters and quotations.” 

Year 11 students have also been taking part in 

‘walk and talk’ practice mocks, where they 

complete papers in exam conditions with live 

advice and guidance from English teachers. 
Language students were treated to French breakfast 

at a GCSE grade booster session. The Year 11 

students took part in a two-hour session to develop 

their speaking and writing skills, including interactive 

exercises in the school's immersive learning hub. 

French teacher and Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Fiona McCafferty said: "This unique learning space 

helps to improve students' concentration and 

performance. They remember more of what they 

have learnt because it is so much more interactive.” 

French Breakfast Boosts Grades 
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MFL 
More than 480 French and German GCSE students will 

sit their French speaking exams after Easter.  This is a 

huge logistical operation for the faculty and a core 

element of students’ final exam result. After school 

revision sessions and special grade booster lessons 

have already begun to help students prepare. 

At A level, language subjects continue to be very 

popular with more than 30 students choosing either 

French or German at post-16—a large intake 

compared to many other secondary schools. 

German teacher Nina Pullan has been doing her bit to 

encourage the next generation of language students. 

As a result of her German taster sessions for Year 9 

linguists from Ivanhoe and Ibstock Colleges, it is hoped 

that more students will consider choosing German at 

GCSE and even becoming dual linguists. 

More than 40 students expanded their cultural and 

linguistic knowledge on the school’s annual festive trip 

to Cologne and Bruges. The three day trip allowed 

students to practise their language skills in shops and 

at Christmas markets and to sample products at a 

chocolate factory.  

Exam results in maths were the best ever in 2018: 

81% of GCSE passes were at grades 9—4 compared 

with 59.8% nationally; 24% of passes were at top 

grades 9—7, against 15.5% nationally. This year’s 

results are expected to follow a similar pattern. 

To help current Year 11 students, the maths faculty 

has produced four separate revision guides, tailored 

to different levels of ability. These guides  - which 

were handed out at parents’ evenings in January—

give students a structured revision resource 

covering topics from the last two years. Each page 

includes a link to HegartyMaths, the online learning 

platform, which allows students to follow up on work 

they have done.  

The faculty has completely overhauled its approach to 

homework after research into the most effective 

methods of learning maths. Students are given a 

homework sheet every other week, featuring a warm-

up exercise, methods section and exam practice 

questions. The emphasis on written homework is 

believed to have a positive impact on exam 

performance. The new sheets mean that homework is 

consistent across all teachers. The sheets are also 

paired with HegartyMaths.  

After every assessment, students are now given a 

feedback sheet highlighting their strengths and 

weaknesses. This is believed to have had a huge 

impact on last year’s results. End-of-year surveys 

showed that 25% more students were aware of their 

strengths and weaknesses.  

At A level, the first students will sit the new exam 

specification this summer. This challenging 

qualification sees students going from a modular 

course  - with six exam papers over two years—to a 

linear course where any topic can appear on any 

paper.  

Maths 

These four students made it to the national final of the 

Team Maths Challenge in London, where they were 

pitted against teams of talented mathematicians from 

some of the country’s most prestigious schools.  
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Attainment in humanities  rose in almost every subject  

in 2018. At GCSE, the number of passes at top grades 

A/ A*  went up across the board in geography, history, 

psychology and philosophy and ethics. 

A level students achieved a 100 per cent pass rate in 

all humanities subjects. 

At Easter, 29 students from all years will take part in a 

four-night humanities trip to Iceland. This is the 

second time the faculty has organised a trip to Iceland. 

Students will visit geological sites of interest and 

experience local cultures and customs. A trip to 

Iceland in 2021 will be launched soon. 

In history, A level students will visit Bosworth 

Battlefield later this term. Research has found that 

outdoor learning helps to reinforce classroom learning 

and enrich students’ personal, social and emotional 

development. 

Year 11 and Year 13 geographers have been out of the 

classroom gathering field work data. Year 13 spent a 

week on the coastline in Swanage (pictured right) 

while Year 11 visited Birmingham to investigate 

changes in land use. 

As exam season approaches, external examiners will 

talk to both GCSE and A level geographers to help 

with their exam preparation.  

For Year 13 psychologists, there will be a grade 

booster workshop in Birmingham in May,. This follows 

a successful visit to the same conference last year. 

Year 11 psychologists will also get extra help to 

prepare for the new linear exam specification., from a 

visiting examiner. 

Psychology students became inmates for a day during 

a Year 11 trip to Shrewsbury Prison (pictured above). 

Stripped of their identity by wearing boiler suits (and 

without their mobile phones!), students experienced 

prison life as well as hearing from former prison 

officers. The visit tied in with topics such as social 

influence and gave students an insight into some of 

the careers rooted in psychology. 

Year 13 students will also be made more aware of the 

opportunities linked to psychology when they attend a 

brain course at Leicester University in March.  

Humanities 
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Talking Heads 
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Film fanatic Craig Mann left Ashby School in 2007. He is now Associate Lecturer in Film 

and Television Studies at Sheffield Hallam University, watcher of genre movies and co-

organiser of @SHUFear2000—a conference dedicated to contemporary horror media.  

What have you done since leaving Ashby School? 
  
In 2007, I moved to Sheffield to pursue a degree in Film Studies. I got my BA in 2010, my MA in 2011 and finally 
a PhD in 2016. I did lots of odd jobs as I went through university, and became an Associate Lecturer while I 
was doing my PhD. I taught my first class in 2012. 
  
What is your latest project? Tell us a bit about it. 
  
My main project at the moment is adapting my PhD thesis into a book titled Phases of the Moon: A Cultural 
History of the Werewolf Film. The book traces the development of the werewolf in cinema through history and 
investigates its various metaphorical and allegorical 
meanings in relation to society, culture and politics. It will be 
published with Edinburgh University Press next year. 
  
What is it about film that fascinates you so much? 
  
Film has always been a passion and a huge part of my life. 
Academically, my interest is in the power of popular cinema 
to speak to us about our real-life experience. Horror, science 
fiction, action, Westerns, even superhero movies – these are 
all types of film that a lot of people might consider to be 
pure escapism, but genre films are great indicators of the 
pervading anxieties of their times and are often deeply 
political. 
 
You have a particular interest in horror media. How did that 
come about? 
  
I was a member of the original Goosebumps generation and 
I've been watching horror ever since. I actually made a horror 
movie while I was at Ashby as part of my final coursework 
submission for film studies. I took a module on American 
horror cinema at university, then wrote my PhD on werewolf 
films and now publish on the genre quite regularly. I'm also 
the co-organiser of Fear 2000, which is an annual academic 
conference series dedicated to contemporary horror media. 
  
What project have you been most proud of? 
  
Fear 2000 has been more successful than we ever thought it 
would be and has developed an international reputation, so I'm very proud of that – but ultimately I think my 
proudest achievement so far is getting my PhD.  
  
What do you do in your spare time? 
  
Watch films for fun – which is actually more difficult in my line of work than you might imagine!  
  
What is your favourite film, and why? 
  
Gremlins (1984), which is a Joe Dante film! It's actually the first film I can remember seeing (on an off-air VHS I 
still own) and I still watch it every Christmas Eve (the film, not the VHS – the latter is a bit knackered now). I 
think Dante has probably done more to shape my cinematic taste than any other director. As I've grown older 
I've come to appreciate Gremlins for its satirical elements than anything else, but I'm also really not ashamed 
to say I just love movies about hordes of tiny monsters. 

https://twitter.com/SHUFear2000

