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E 
xperts from 

the worlds 

of industry 

and 

education came 

together to offer 

advice to students 

at one of the 

school’s most 

successful careers 

evenings ever. 

Students and their 

parents spent time 

talking to 

representatives 

from scores of 

businesses and 

organisations, to 

help decide their 

next steps. For 

more on careers, 

see page 4 

JUST THE JOB! 

 More than 1,000 people turned up to careers evening 

 

 

 

The roaring 20s will be re-created 

at Ashby for the school’s 

production of award-winning 

musical, ‘Chicago’. Students will 

be involved in the performance, 

front and backstage, as well as 

providing technical support, 

designing and making costumes 

and working on sets and props.  

The show features some of the 

best-loved song and dance 

numbers in musical theatre, 

which will be played by an 

orchestra of school musicians. 

‘Chicago’ runs from 25—30 

November. Tickets are priced £6 

(£4 concessions) and are on 

general sale from 13 November. 
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Headstart 

This year is the start of a new chapter in the long 

history of Ashby School. There have been significant 

changes made to our pastoral system to ensure the 

best possible support mechanisms are in place for all 

our students and to help us to develop those wider 

key life skills beyond the curriculum.  

The introduction of the new uniform has been 

welcomed by staff, parents and the local community 

and we feel the students really do look smart and 

prepared for the challenges of GCSE.. We would like 

to thank you for your support in ensuring the very 

high standards set are maintained. We are currently 

looking into new uniform proposals for Sixth Form to 

be introduced next year. 

It is a very busy time coming up for students: Year 11 

mock examinations start in December and Year 12 and 

13 will be taking exams straight after the Christmas 

holiday. We would welcome your support in ensuring 

your child is well prepared for these exams which do 

give them as realistic an experience as possible of the 

final summer 

examinations. 

I would also like to remind 

you of our 'Into the 6th 

Form evening' on 

Wednesday 20 November 

and our Year 11 parents' 

evenings in January.  

It is always rewarding to hear about former students 

who have gone on to success in their chosen fields,  

some of whom are featured in this newsletter. As 

always, we pride ourselves on equipping our students 

well for life after school, whether at university, in the 

workplace or in an apprenticeship. We do this both 

inside the classroom and by providing a rich array of 

extra curricular activities. Our much-anticipated 

production of ‘Chicago’ is one of the many 

opportunities students have to challenge themselves 

and develop new skills for life beyond Ashby School.  

Geoff Staniforth, Headteacher 

OFSTED’s new inspection framework brings a 

renewed focus on curriculum intent, and the 

implementation and impact of the curriculum. 

Our KS4 curriculum model provides a broad and 

balanced experience. We currently offer more than 

30 GCSE and vocational courses at KS4, helping 

students to acquire knowledge, understanding and 

skills in all aspects of their education, including the 

broader skills for learning.  We place emphasis on 

the academic Ebacc subjects. To this end, more 

than 75% of our students study either French or 

German GCSE, placing us in the top 9% in the 

country— the school has been specifically 

commended on this by Nick Gibb (Minister of State 

for School Standards). 

At KS5 we offer a strong academic curriculum with 

30 courses available including 25 A levels. However, 

the broader intent of our KS5 curriculum is to 

prepare students for the next stage in their 

education/career. This involves exploring a range of 

Post 18 routes including apprenticeships, overseas 

study and university through a planned programme 

of sessions.            Jevon Hirst, Deputy Headteacher 

From the Governors….Curriculum 

Tickets are now available for the Senior Citizens’ 

Carol Concert on Tuesday 17 December. 

The afternoon of festive entertainment is open to 

older members of the community, including friends 

and family of staff and students. 

Tickets are free but numbers are limited. They can 

be collected from the school’s main A block 

reception on Nottingham Road. 

The event will feature a Christmas performance by 

school musicians, followed by festive refreshments. 

It is sponsored by Ashfield Healthcare. 
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 Charity 

Sixth Form in numbers: 

623 Sixth Form students 

74% Percentage of students who 

went into higher education last year 

98% A level pass rate in 2018 

43%  A level passes that were at 

top grades A* - B in 2018 

30 Post-16 courses to choose 

from 

27 enrichment opportunities 

This year’s Sixth Formers may have noticed a few changes, starting 

with the appointment of a new Director of Post-16 Studies. 

Vikki Rundle-Brown has taken over the role following the retirement 

of Margaret Hawksworth at the end of last term. 

While the emphasis is still very much on independent learning in 

preparation for university, apprenticeships and the workplace, 

students are also being encouraged to make more constructive use 

of their study time. 

This includes the rolling out of an extensive enrichment programme 

for Year 12 students, featuring 27 different options from sport and 

mentoring opportunities to support for the local community. 

The tutor time programme for Year 12 and 13 students tutor has 

been re-written to ensure that activities are relevant and engaging, 

helping students to gain crucial life skills.  

Other moves include the timetabling of supervised study sessions 

for all Sixth Formers. This means that all Sixth Form students have 

four hours of supervised study per fortnight. Failure to attend 

results in unauthorised absence. Sessions take place in the Sixth 

Form ‘Airport Lounge’ which has been freshly furnished with smart,  

Don’t Miss Sixth Form Open Evening::   

Wednesday 20 November 5.30—8pm 

office-style tables and chairs, thanks to a generous donation from Ashfield Healthcare. 

Anyone wanting to find out more about Sixth Form life is invited to join us for our ‘Into the Sixth Form’ open 

evening on Wednesday 20 November from 5.30—8pm. 

What one student said about our Sixth Form: 

“My friends and I all feel that Ashby Sixth Form is a place we feel safe and where we can learn and engage in our 

work, and socialise. We know where to get support if we need if, for example, with UCAS or personal problems. 

And we love being so close to town and being a part of the local community.” 
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  Careers  

Employers as diverse at Rolls Royce, 

Leicestershire Police and Fisher 

German were on hand to talk to 

students at the careers evening. Advice 

was available on a range of options 

including apprenticeships, university 

and the workplace. 

For those who are still unsure of their 

future plans, help is available from the 

school’s own careers experts. 

Students can email careers adviser Mrs 

Miller for an appointment or speak to 

Head of Careers Miss Ash. 

Students are also advised to use 

resources such as the apprenticeships 

website and to look out for live 

apprenticeship vacancies which are 

emailed directly to Year 11 and 13 

students who have expressed an 

interest. For more details, go to 

www.ashbyschool..org.uk/ careers 

What one parent said about our careers service: 

“ 
My daughter had her careers interview this week and I have to say I am very impressed with this. She 

came home with lots of options to look at and the careers advisor looked at it from a different 

perspective from parents by working backwards from job and career choice options! Very beneficial and 

encouraged not to dismiss any option she has for further education. It's really given her a bit of a kick to    

 be the best version of herself so I really need to say thank you to all involved for this.”  

Engine enthusiast Zak Archer struggled with attendance at 

school—but found his vocation when he took up a weekly 

work placement at Coalville-based T.E.C.K., thanks to the 

school’s Alternative Provision programme. He is now 

combining his love of mechanics with a training role which 

allows him to share his knowledge and experience with 

other young people. 

After completing his GCSEs, Zak was offered an 

apprenticeship at T.E.C.K., a vocational training hub, and has since 

completed two motor industry qualifications. He was recently 

named Technician of the Year and Learner of the Year at Burton 

College, out of 1,800 students (pictured left with his awards and 

T.E.C.K. Managing Director Wayne Derbyshire). 

Zak said: “I teach students what goes on inside an engine. 

Hopefully, it inspires them when they see what I have gone on to 

do.” 

When Amber Orme (pictured above, left) was offered a work 

placement at Koka Hair and Beauty Salon in Measham through the 

school’s Alternative Provision programme, she had no idea it would 

blossom into a career. Now 20, Amber is a fully qualified hairdresser 

at the salon, having completed all her vocational training on day 

release at local colleges. She said: “I was really shy when I first started 

but now one of my favourite parts of the job is meeting people.” 

 

Zak is Learner of the Year 

      Amber Cuts it as  Hairdresser 
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Give Blood, Says Kyle (It’s Not in Vein!) 

Year 10 student Emily Brocklesby has been 

shortlisted for the Girls Active Influencer 

award, a national accolade recognising the 

impact girls are having on PE and school 

sport.  

Hockey player Emily was nominated for her 

work at Ivanhoe College in Year 9 where she 

designed a ‘skort’ which is now available as 

part of the college’s PE kit. Emily was also 

involved in initiatives to encourage girls’ 

participation in PE and extra curricular 

sporting activities., particularly hockey.  

Emily said: “Girls these days have so much 

pressure to look a certain way. The skort is 

much more flattering while still being 

practical for many sports including hockey, 

tennis, badminton, netball - the list goes on. 

And I wanted to encourage more girls to 

take up team sports like hockey to have a 

bit of fun and build new friendships.” 

Skorting Success for Emily 

Big hitter Seb Cave has had a 

memorable year on the golf course.  

His 2019 golf highlights include 

becoming Warwickshire County 

Champion at Under 16 and Under 18 

(pictured above).                                  

Seb, who is in Year 11, has also 

recently been selected for the West 

Midlands England regional training 

squad for 2019—20.  

Seb—who took up the sport at the 

age of seven after scoring a hole in 

one— also finished fourth in the 

Scottish Boys under 16s in Edinburgh.                                        

His European Junior golf ranking is. 

85. 

Only a year after taking up judo, 

Ella-Mai Roberts has picked up a 

silver medal in the AJA National 

Open championships. It is Ella-

Mai’s fourth competition in the last 

12 months. 

Ella, who is in Year 10,  said: “I just 

enjoy it. I tried judo in Year 1 but I 

never kept it up. 

“So, when Ivanhoe Judo Club 

moved to Smisby, I went along to 

give it a go and it’s gone on from 

there.” 

A ‘Hole’ Lot of Success 

for Golfer Seb 
Deputy Head Boy Kyle Blythe 

shared his first experience of 

giving blood on the new 

Instagram account set up by 

the student Senior Team. 

Kyle is not the first member 

of the Senior Team to give 

blood. Head Girl Isobel 

Stander has also donated. 

Kyle said: “Giving blood is 

something I always wanted 

to do. The nurses were lovely 

and I will get a text telling 

me where the blood has 

been used.” 

Blood donors must be aged 

17 or over and in good 

health.   

Instagram users can follow the Senior Team @ashby6thform to keep 

up-to-date with Sixth Form events and activities. 

Ella-Mai Celebrates Silver 
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Art and photography students spent a day in 

Birmingham, taking part in a range of photographic 

and artist study activities. The Year 12 students 

photographed key areas of architectural interest for 

their Urban Environment and Photographic 

Composition skills units. They also explored the work of 

sculptor Barry Flanaghan at the Ikon Gallery. This was 

followed by a visit to the city’s iconic library to record 

architectural styles and finally to the Custard Factory, a 

creative workspace. The visit provided a wealth of 

images to develop into Photoshop experiments and 

artwork for the ‘architectural detail’ theme.  

In music, more than 60 students took part in the 

school’s annual Dunfield residential trip. This was 

followed by an evening concert back at school to 

showcase their achievements to family and friends.   

As part of this, vocalists and instrumentalists came 

together for a performance of Amy Winehouse’s 

‘Valerie’. The concert concluded with all students 

performing an original wind band piece called 

‘Procession of the Sorcerer’. 

Drama students in Year 10 staged a powerful piece of  

protest theatre in response to the Grenfell Tower 

tragedy (pictured below). Meanwhile, A level drama 

students went to Birmingham repertory theatre to see 

a comedic adaptation of Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and 

Prejudice’ to support the live review writing element of 

their course. 

The Arts  

The newly-completed sports 

pavilion at Range Road is already 

making a huge difference to 

students—but is also available 

for hire. 

The pavilion includes four sets of changing rooms, along with showers       

and a small kitchen. There is also a useful studio space, perfect for dance or 

fitness classes, slimming clubs or meetings. Projection equipment is available 

for meetings. 

For more information about lettings, contact s.holyland@ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

Did you know 

you can hire our 

fab new pavilion? 

The new pavilion 

facilities were a 

huge asset on sports 

day (pictured left). 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 16 December : Carol concert at St 

Helen’s Church 

Tuesday 17 December: Senior citizens’ carol concert 

PE Students are 

Put to the Test 

A tour of Loughborough 

University for Sixth Form PE 

students included a 

strength and conditioning 

session, lab testing and a 

nutrition workshop. The 

‘higher education day’ was 

designed to give an insight 

into university life and the 

different courses available.  

Sam Hunt, Deputy Head of 

PE, said: “The students 

sampled practical and lab-

based sessions to help them 

decide if they want to 

pursue a sports-related 

course in the future.” 
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Design 

Aspiring architect Ella Ewing created this fabulous 

model of Ashby railway station as part of her A level 

product design course. 

Her design was one of several outstanding pieces of 

work produced by Year 13 product design students 

earlier this year. 

Ella has since gone on to study architecture at 

university. 

Like Ella, this year’s A level product design students 

have been working alongside architects from HSSP 

Architects. Nick Cooper from the firm runs regular 

sessions with students to develop their design skills. 

Design students are being given the chance to hone 

their skills by working alongside industry experts.  

Kelly Lakin, a lingerie designer who has worked for 

Triumph and Vogue,  has been working with textiles 

students to turn their ideas into patterns and 

garments.  

Kelly said: “I can honestly say I have enjoyed every 

minute. To be able to inspire the students, and help 

them express their thoughts on paper, and turn these 

into patterns and finally into actual garments has 

been an absolute pleasure. I have been especially 

impressed by the students who move the projects 

along in their own time; it takes drive and 

determination to make it in this tough industry, so 

they must show a keen interest and the desire to go 

above and beyond the requirements to stand out.  It’s 

been a most rewarding experience!” 

E 
ngineers will be mentored by Nick Fasci, an 

automotive engineer, who will be advising 

students on their Year 12 project to design a 

steering wheel for an electric powered racing 

car, taking into account factors such as stress analysis 

and aerodynamics.  
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Talking Heads 
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Bethany Freer is a sculptor and former student at Ashby School. She was recently shortlisted for the Broomhill 
National Sculpture Prize for her sculpture, ‘Paul’ (pictured) 

When did you decide to become a sculptor? 

Sculpture is something I became fascinated with at university, after being inspired by the conceptual art I was 
studying. Having come from a painting background, I was intrigued by sculpture as this exciting new medium 
with new possibility - I loved experimenting with different materials and seeing how they reacted to each other! 

What were your favourite subjects at school? 

Other than art, I absolutely loved geography. A lot of the themes behind my work are still rooted in what I 
studied in geography at GCSE and A level surrounding climate change and how to live more sustainably. I 
treasure the memories I have from Ashby, from going on trips to Iceland, London and Athens to having 
fantastic teachers who made every lesson really engaging and a joy to be in.   

What did you do after leaving Ashby School?  

I went on to study a Foundation in Art and Design at De Montfort University. This helped me fine tune what I 
wanted to do creatively, and ultimately set me up to study at a prestigious art school- Norwich University of the 
Arts. From here I began curating my own exhibitions and events, showcasing my work in both London and 
Devon, and finally being accepted into internships leading to the job I am currently in.   

How did you become involved in the Broomhill Sculpture Prize? 

The Broomhill Sculpture Prize came at a time where I wasn’t too satisfied with my work and I’d hit a bit of a 
creative slump. I wasn’t initially going to enter, but one of my tutors suggested I go for it as he loved the ideas I 
came up with. Months later, I got an email saying congratulations and I couldn’t believe it. I was given £1,000 to 
make my ideas become a reality and it was honestly the best experience ever.   

What is your day job?  

My full time job as a Marketing Executive sees me using my creativity to come up with campaigns for a range of 
clients, both digitally and physically, and organise creative events. In the past I have also designed book cover 
jackets and directed and styled fashion photography shoots- every day is different and I love it. I also like to 
curate exhibitions and shows in my spare time; my most recent show reached full capacity and we had to turn 
people away!  

What advice would you give to students interested in a similar career? 

If I could go back in time to one of my art lessons and tell myself anything, it would be that confidence comes 
in time and not to worry so much about what you are putting down on paper. Being an artist isn’t about being 
the best or the most technically skilled, it’s about making your ideas a reality and pouring your heart into 
something. Being able to put your ideas into the world is probably the most beautiful and brave thing about 
being a creative. I would tell students to be open to different mediums, go visit some galleries and just absorb 
the world around you- but most of all do it because you enjoy it, not to be the best.  

On another note, I would also thank my art teachers for always believing in me and my ability and putting me 
on this amazing path- it’s been a wild ride and I can’t thank you enough.  


