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Pic from 
Kyle Burn? 

Archery was one of more than 40 activities offered to students on House 

afternoon. Other options included more sports, as well as crafts, cookery, 

and even a vinyl appreciation session. 

The values of creativity, fair play, respect for all and teamwork were at 

the heart of the afternoon. 

Year 12 student Kyle Burn, a keen photographer, captured many of the 

activities on camera.  

Photograph by Kyle Burn 

House Afternoon Aims High 
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 Headstart 

I am delighted to have taken on the role of 

Headteacher at Ashby School – a school with which I 

have a long and fond association spanning 33 years. 

Following our 450th anniversary this summer, we 

celebrated excellent examination results. These 

results were among the very best achieved in my 

time at the school and reflect the hard work of both 

students and staff. Underpinning these results was 

the excellent attendance record of those students 

sitting exams. Attendance is a crucial factor linked  to 

exam performance and remains one of the key 

focuses for staff and senior leaders. Students who 

regularly miss school greatly increase their chances 

of missing out on opportunities, both now and in the 

future. 

This is an extremely busy term but one which lays 

important foundations for future success across all 

year groups. As Headteacher, it is my aim to ensure 

all students are best placed to reach their goals.  

To achieve this, all schools must first contend with 

cuts to education funding in real terms, the ongoing 

impact of national changes to the curriculum and 

grading system, and increased pressure to manage a 

growing number of pastoral 

issues, particularly those 

relating to mental health. I 

am confident that Ashby 

School is well prepared to 

meet these challenges and 

to continue delivering 

a high quality learning experience. 

As we approach Christmas, all students should be 

working hard towards their goals. For Year 11 

students, mock examinations will take place in 

December while Year 12 and Year 13 students will sit 

exams directly after Christmas. These examinations 

are an essential part of every student’s preparation 

for their external examinations and provide an 

excellent opportunity for staff and students to 

identify areas that can be improved further before 

their final examinations..  

As always, we understand that good communication 

and relationships with parents/carers is also vital to 

students’ success. With this in mind, please save the 

date for our ‘Into the Sixth Form’ evening on 21 

November and Year 11 parents’ evenings in January. 

Year 11 students will be assessed under the new 9-

1 framework this year, following a national 

overhaul of GCSEs. Changes to curriculum content 

and assessment now place far more emphasis on 

students’ performance in the final examinations. 

Exam results for our last Year 11 cohort indicate 

that students have been well prepared and 

responded well to the challenge. 

Reflecting national changes, we have developed 

our curriculum model accordingly. While retaining 

a core subject requirement of English, 

mathematics, science and design for all GCSE 

students and an MFL subject for the majority, 

students can now follow a triple science route 

(GCSE biology, GCSE chemistry, GCSE physics). We 

have also enhanced our suite of vocational 

subjects to include the OCR Cambridge National in 

Marketing and Enterprise. 

At KS5, we offer a broad range of A level subjects. 

We continue to explore the offer made to Sixth 

Form students both in terms of the range of 

subjects and the extra-curricular opportunities 

available.          Jevon Hirst, Deputy Headteacher 

From the Governors….Curriculum 

Students still in need of guidance after this year’s 

incredibly successful careers evening can get help 

from the school’s careers team.  

Hundreds of students and parents attended the 

event to seek advice from visiting employers, 

training providers and universities. 

For many, the evening was an opportunity to 

kickstart their career plans or to get more details 

about their chosen career route. 

Students still needing help with jobs, university 

courses and apprenticeships can make an 

appointment with careers adviser Mrs Miller or 

speak to Head of Careers Miss Ash. 

Career Confusion? Help is Here 

New Headteacher Geoff Staniforth outlines his vision for the year ahead 
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Year 13 students gave up three weeks of their 

summer holiday to travel to Nepal, where they 

taught school children and helped with community 

projects in a remote village location. 

In July2019, 16 students will spend two weeks in 

Swaziland. Like the Nepal trip, the visit will involve 

trekking, along with project work in a local 

community. For recreation, the students will camp in 

a safari  area which is home to the ‘big five’ animals. 

There will also be the chance to try some zipwiring 

and rafting.   The trip will be run by True Adventure. 

Teachers and current Sixth Formers will be available to 

talk to Year 11 students and their parents about the 

range of courses and facilities on offer, at the school’s 

Sixth Form open evening on 21 November.   

The Sixth Form is proud to offer 30 A level subjects,  

comprehensive careers education, advice and 

guidance and an extensive range of extra curricular 

opportunities.  In 2018, the A level pass rate was 100 

per cent. 

 Charity 
‘Into the Sixth Form Evening’ is  

Wednesday 21 November 5.30—8pm 

  Pushing Boundaries in Nepal  

  (and Swaziland) 

Art Students Remember the Fallen 

Artwork by Ashby 

School students to 

mark the centenary 

of the end of the 

First World War was 

displayed in Ashby 

town centre. Art 

students created 

five special poppy

-inspired 

canvases to 

appear in 

shop 

windows 

around the 

town.  

The striking 

canvases, by 

artists in Years 10, 

12 and 13, will be 

exhibited later in 

Ashby Library by 

organisers of Ashby Arts Festival, before 

being sold in aid of the Royal British Legion.  
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Cinematographer Matt Moore spent 10 days making an 

access-all-areas film about life on the road with a 

touring rock band. 

Matt, who is studying for A levels in art, film and PE, 

was asked to join Ryan Hamilton and the Harlequin 

Ghosts on their UK tour, after they saw some of his 

earlier film work online. 

His completed video will be used by the band as part of 

its promotional material. 

Parkour enthusiast Matt first became interested in 

cinematography after being filmed taking part in the 

sport (parkour is a training discipline that involves 

running and 

jumping between 

set points). He 

now divides his 

spare time 

between his two 

passions. 

Matt’s work can 

be viewed at 

https://filmmoore. 

wixsite.com/ 

mattm 

 Film-Maker Matt Spends Time on the Road 

No Slacking for Trial Biker Daniel 

Michael Races in Belgium 

Year 10 student and cyclocross rider Michael Newall 

competed in the Telenet Super Prestige Series in 

Belgium during October half term. He was up 

against a field of world and national champions, 

finishing in a respectable 17th place. The event is 

much bigger than similar events in the UK, drawing 

crowds of up to 20,000 people and featuring DJ 

sets and other attractions .  

Michael is now preparing for domestic 

championships at Crawley and York.  

Students in Hastings House picked up a valuable 

eight points in the inter-House league when they 

topped the tug o’war table. 

Gylby came second, with Loudoun in third place. 

The tug o’war is just one of a series of challenges 

throughout the year in which students compete for 

points towards the prestigious House cup. 

As well as sporting challenges, students compete for 

points by out-performing their rival Houses in charity 

fundraising, attendance and positive behaviour 

points. 

Tug o’War for House Points 
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Musicians, artists and performers from the Arts faculty 

played a key part in celebrations to mark the school’s 

450th anniversary. 

A garden party in July to commemorate 450 years 

since the school was founded in 1567 featured 

performances by current and former students. 

Year 12 drama students dramatized some of the 

historical and cultural milestones of the last four 

centuries, including WW1, the industrial revolution and 

the importance of Shakespeare. 

Ashby School band members worked collaboratively 

with musicians from Ivanhoe College and local primary 

schools at the joint schools’ concert earlier this year. 

The theme for this year’s event was ‘Over the Rainbow’. 

Ashby School musicians from all year groups took part 

in the music residential visit to Dunfield House in 

September. The three days of workshops and musical 

activities  culminated in a concert for family and friends 

back at school. The evening featured a special ‘Dr 

Who’ medley for new Headteacher (and ‘Dr Who’ fan)

Mr Staniforth. 

Catherine Matthews, Head of the Arts, said: “The 

beauty of Dunfield is that it involves the Year 10 

students from the beginning and they feel part of the 

music department straightaway. Many of them come 

back and join the school bands.”  

 

Preparations are now underway for the carol concert at 

St Helen’s Church on Monday 17 December. 

In drama, students went to see two plays: ‘FUP’ by 
Kneehigh Theatre at the  Nottingham Playhouse and 
‘The Wipers Times ‘ at Birmingham Repertory Theatre. 

Year 11 drama students will complete their devised 
practical exam in November  which will go towards 
their final exam grade. 

In art, Sixth Form art students visited London and 

Birmingham to 

experience art at 

first hand. Year 12 

students were 

privileged to meet 

artist Polly 

Apfelbaum at her 

Birmingham 

exhibition. They 

also took 

photographs of 

architecture and 

architectural detail 

for their urban 

environment 

project. 

In London, Year 

13s took in the Turner Prize and explored the ways in 

which art can be used as a form of communication, 

whether as a video, an installation or a painting. 

The Arts 
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Business 
GCSE results were up in almost every business 

subject in 2018, placing them above the national 

average. 

A level performance in all subjects was also up on 

the previous year. 

This year, students will again get extra help to boost 

their exam performance at revision conferences for 

both A level and GCSE business and economics 

students. Both will take place at Star City in 

Birmingham in the spring. 

Business students have also celebrated success in 

several competitions throughout the year. A team of 

Year 12 students from Ashby School were the winners 

of the Midlands heat of the CIPFA Management 

Games, after coping ably with the challenges of 

running a virtual company for a day. 

The business faculty will be repeating its successful trip 

to Paris at February half term. Year 13 students will 

travel by Eurostar for a long weekend in Paris, 

including a day at  Disneyland where they will explore 

tourism and the marketing of large scale tourist 

attractions.  

The trip will include a visit to a Parisian perfume factory 

to look at the production process.  Students will 

discuss exchange rate changes and the implications of 

Brexit, particularly for Disneyland where the UK is its 

largest market.  

Students will also go up the Montparnasse Tower. 

Year 10 students will take a look at tourism closer to 

home when they visit Drayton Manor theme park. The 

trip will feature a tour of the attraction and a talk on 

marketing and finance.  

In 2018, at least 30 per cent of A level business 

students went on to business-related careers.  

Ashby School now has smart new sports bibs in 

House colours, thanks to sponsorship from KP 

Snacks. 

Each of the school’s eight Houses has a set of bibs 

in its own House colour (members of Gylby are 

pictured above). 

The bibs are used regularly for team sports in 

House competitions such as dodgeball, basketball 

and football. 

Ashby School prides itself on strong links with local 

businesses. 

 
New KP Bibs are in Good Taste Winner Robert is on a Mission 

A former Ashby School student has received a 

prestigious Sir Arthur Clarke award for his work to 

help thousands of young people find their dream 

job in space. 

Robert Garner, who left the school in 2010, won the 

Student award for his development of a careers 

website called SpaceCareers.uk, while working with 

the national students’ space society (UKSEDS). 

Robert studied physics (with space science and 

technology) at the University of Leicester and is now 

a Mission Analyst for the UK Space Agency. 
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In Design, the focus for all staff has been on preparing 

students for the new GCSE examination. 

For the first time, performance in design is based on 

50 per cent practical work and 50 per cent theory. To 

reflect this, teaching staff have revisited the content of 

theory lessons across the faculty to ensure all students 

receive the same high quality learning experience and 

that all lessons follow the same structure.  

As a result, the percentage of students achieving A* to 

C grades in 2018 rose by 14 per cent. Exam 

performance improved across every design subject, 

placing results above the national average. The new 

GCSE requires design students to have a working 

knowledge of a variety of materials. For instance, 

textiles students work  not only with fabric but with 

other materials, such as wood and plastic, and will be 

asked about them in the exam.  

Coursework has been replaced by a new Non-

Examined Assessment (NEA) which must be 

completed in school in 30 hours. Students are asked 

to design a prototype using their creative and 

problem-solving skills. 

Head of Design Ed Cooper said: ““The introduction of 

the new Design GCSE is not simply a change but a 

total revamp of all the design courses. The whole 

faculty has worked together to create and implement 

new lesson plans. It has been a brilliant team effort.” 

Exceptions to the new Design GCSE are engineering, 

food and computing, where students focus solely on 

their chosen discipline. . Performance in all three of 

these subjects either improved or was maintained in 

2018.  

This year, there will be a further change to all design 

subjects when grading moves to the 9 – 1 system 

already used in other GCSE subjects. 

The popularity of engineering has led to an increase in 

the number of groups; there are now 160 students 

following the course at GCSE, of which one third are 

girls. 

Away from exam                                                                                                               

performance, students 

from Ashby School 

scooped seven of the 12 

prizes in the district 

round of the Rotary 

Young Designer of the 

Year competition. There 

were special mentions for 

Lorna Brierly and Oliver 

Mills.                          

Design subjects continue 

to be extremely popular 

at A level and as a 

degree and career choice 

for students leaving 

Ashby School. See the 

back page of this newsletter for Bridget Stroh’s story. 

Design 
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Engineer Bridget Stroh left Ashby School in 2018 to take up a Level 3 Mechatronic 

Maintenance apprenticeship at Plastic Omnium. She attends regular education sessions 

at the Toyota and Lexus Academy, as part of her training. 

When did you first decide on a career in engineering? 

I’ve wanted to be an engineer since I was 12 years old after conducting 

some research into the sort of jobs that interested me. I found that 

engineering was suited to my way of thinking and my practical abilities.  

Since I was small, I have always loved practical and problem-solving 

activities which has helped me massively in lessons and tasks, such as 

the practical coursework for my GCSE and A level engineering courses. 

I even designed a wind turbine! 

How easy/ unusual is it for girls to get into engineering? 

Girls undergo exactly the same interview process as boys and therefore 

have the same chances of being selected based on their ability and 

suitability for the course.  The number of girls doing engineering 

courses has increased but it could still be higher. We need to publicise 

the fact that the opportunity is there and that it is not unusual for girls 

to go into the engineering industry. 

What do you like about engineering? 

I love all aspects of engineering ranging from the theory, such as metallurgy and basic physics, to the practical 

side like machining and drawing. The idea of making a difference to how the world runs is amazing since 

engineering is involved in everything around us. 

How did Ashby School help to develop your love of engineering? 

Ashby School gave me the basic and intermediate knowledge that I have carried forward into my 

apprenticeship. It also gave me valuable practical experience of the equipment and processes available. Staff 

at Ashby gave up their free time to help me develop my knowledge and understanding as well as teaching me 

other practical skills like welding. 

What advice would you give to someone who is considering an apprenticeship? 

For me, apprenticeship was the best path compared to university as it is both practical and theory-based so 

you gain a lot of hands-on experience which is essential for any job. Also, apprentices are paid to learn and, if 

they are Level 6 apprentices, then their university fees are paid, too 

What preparations did you do for your apprenticeship interview? 

I ensured that I was aware of the history of Plastic Omnium as well as knowing exactly what they were offering 

me in terms of an apprenticeship. I also made sure that I had extensive knowledge of the process of injection 

moulding to help show that I am suitable for the role. 

The most nerve-racking part was having to come up quickly with suitable answers. Luckily, because of  my 

time at Ashby School, I had experience of delivering presentations so the ability to talk confidently despite 

being nervous came into play! 

Where do you see yourself in five years’ time? 

In five years’ time, I will have finished my Level 3 and be moving onto my HNC. After that, I will hopefully be 

progressing into a Level 6 apprenticeship to get my degree. 


