
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
Please find below further information regarding students’ return to school.  As you are aware, the 
government are asking schools to put in place barrier testing which is necessitating a staggered return 
to school.  Final guidance as to the details of this has only been released this week by the government 
and so we have had to wait to confirm our plans.  I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause 
and thank you for your patience whilst we have put appropriate arrangements in place.  If you have 
any concerns or questions regarding the testing arrangements below, please do not hesitate to email 
covid@ashbyschool.org.uk. Any questions around students’ return to school in general should be 
emailed to admin@ashbyschool.org.uk as normal. 
 
Return to school testing 
Testing on return to school is the most effective way to reduce the risk of transmission and support 
the continuation of face-to-face education. Identifying positive cases on return in the Autumn is 
important, given that most students will not have been testing over the summer and will need to re-
establish the habit of regular twice weekly testing.  
  
Therefore, we are asking all students to complete two LFD (lateral flow device) tests in school as 
timetabled below: 
 

Thursday 26th 
August 2021 

First LFD test.  Students come to school at their booked time and complete an 
LFD test before returning home.  We anticipate testing to take a maximum of 
20 minutes (see further details below) 

Friday 27th 
August 2021 

Students return to school at 8:45 as normal.  The start of this day will facilitate 
their induction and provide students with their timetable.  Catering will be in 
place as normal on this day (see further details below) 

Monday 30th 
August 2021 

Reminder – August bank holiday.  School is closed on this day 

Tuesday 31st 
August 2021* 

Students complete their second LFD test within the school day (times will be 
allocated via tutors).  Students will also be issued with 10 home test kits at this 
time which will allow home testing until the end of September as per current 
guidance 

*This will have implications for the start of the Y13 mock examinations and further information 

about this will be out shortly 

The LFD tests now being used have been refined.  This means students now only need to complete a 
double nasal swab (i.e. both nostrils) rather than a throat and nasal swab.  Students will be expected 
to wear a mask whilst indoors when attending their test and to sanitise on their way into the test 
centre. 
 
Please note, if your child has tested positive in the last 90 days they should not do an LFD test.  If this 
applies to your child, please email covid@ashbyschool.org.uk so we are aware. 
 
Test times 
We are asking all students to book a test time using the link below.  This link will also serve to provide 
consent for testing. 
 
For students who catch a school bus 
We have arranged with Roberts to pick students up at the normal time before school. For students 
who will travel to school by school bus for testing, a nominal test time between 8:45 and 10:30 must 
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be booked.  However, students travelling by school bus will be tested in order of arrival to make the 
process as swift as possible and so they can return to the buses and then home promptly leaving 
school by 11:00am at the latest.  Please ensure your son or daughter wears their mask on the bus and 
sits away from other students. There will be plenty of room to be able to spread well apart. 
 
For students not travelling by school bus 
Students should book a testing appointment using the link below for after 11:15am. 
 
Bookings Link: 
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AshbySchool1@AshbySchool.onmicrosoft.com/bookin
gs/ 
 
Terms: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y4_NS-xL9crIou-wLqgIbkw84CBqDM1z/view?usp=sharing 

 

Privacy Notice: 
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/uploads/files/Privacy%20notice%20for%20students(4).pdf 
 
If you are dropping your child off to complete these tests, please do so at the bus turning circle on 
Range Road for both sites and not at the front of the school.  School staff will be there to direct 
students.  All pedestrian entrances will be open as usual for students arriving on foot.   
 
If you are having trouble accessing our test booking system, please email covid@ashbyschool.org.uk 
by Monday 23rd August and we will be in touch to help you at the start of term. 
 
Test outcomes 
If a student tests positive on an LFD test in school, parents will be contacted immediately using the 
details provided on the consent form and will need to follow NHS advice regarding isolating and 
getting a PCR test to confirm the outcome within 48 hours.  Parents of students with negative test 
outcomes will be informed of this via the email address they provided as results are recorded.  This 
may be slightly time delayed, so please assume that no contact means that your child is able to start 
school on the subsequent day as indicated above.  
 
Covid mitigation measures on students’ return to school 
As explained in last weeks’ letter, school will continue to put a number of measures in place to reduce 
transmission of Covid-19 whilst also striving to reinstate a more ‘normal’ approach to school life.  
These measures will be explained to students in detail upon their return. 
 
Other return to school information 
Whilst we fully appreciate that testing makes students’ return to school a little different, once students 
have attended the first LFD test their start to school on the subsequent day should feel very normal.  
Bus services will resume on this day and students will be expected in registration at 8:45am wearing 
full uniform and fully equipped for the day.  Registration will be extended to include period 1 and 
students will receive their timetables in this session. 
Full catering arrangements will be available on this first day, however, can I take this opportunity to 
remind you that Ashby is now a cash-free site.  All parents have been issued with log-in details for 
Wisepay and cards can be loaded via the link on the website. If you have any queries about this, please 
e-mail wisepay@ashbyschool.org.uk.  If you are unable to resolve any issues around Wisepay please 
do not worry, facilities will be in place to load cards with cash in exceptional circumstances for the first 
few days. 
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I appreciate that there is a lot of information in this letter at a time when so much of life is returning 
to more normality.  I am grateful for your support around this and am confident that together we can 
ensure that students have a great start to a more routine year at Ashby. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Nicola Koncarevic 
Interim Headteacher 


