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The success and hard work of students in all areas of the 

school was celebrated at the annual awards evening.  

Prizes were awarded for academic success across all faculties, 

as well as for community involvement, triumph over adversity 

and students’ contribution to school life. The evening’s top 

award, the Clive Jones Shield, was presented to Year 13 

student Sarah Holbrook for her outstanding contribution to 

the school through music. Sarah also picked up the A level 

music award. She and fellow award winners Helen Edwards, 

Josh Greening, Chloe Smedley and Dan Wilde performed for 

guests.  

Prizes were presented by guest speaker Paul Hanrahan 

(pictured centre), a former teacher at Ashby School, who now 

runs his own London-based television company. 
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Success Celebrated at Awards Evening 

See page 4 for full story 

 Scarborough, New York, San Fran,  

Trip reports—see page 2 
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It is hard to believe that, when we return 
after half term, the end of the academic 
year will be only six weeks away. As 
always, it has been a very busy, but 
incredibly rewarding, year with so many 
different activities and events taking 
place.  

The examination period is in full swing 
and I hope all of our students have 
prepared well and achieve the results 
they are hoping for. We are optimistic 
that our results will once again be good 
and in the Autumn term we will publish 
information on our website regarding 
our 2016 performance. We wish all our 
students every success and hope that 
August brings them the rewards they 
deserve. 

We say farewell at the end of this term 
to a number of students in Year 11 who 
are moving on to pastures new and, of 
course, to our Year 13 students. 
Students are moving on to employment, 

college, university or taking a gap year 
and we wish all of them every success. 

We also say farewell to a number of 
teaching staff. We have staff leaving to 
take up promotions, staff who are 
retiring and staff who are moving on to 
new careers elsewhere. To all of our 
departing colleagues, we thank them for 
their hard work and contribution to the 
school and wish them all the very best 
for the future. 

In the last few years, we have seen a 
remarkable number of changes in the 
education system and this last year has 
been no different. These include 
significant changes to the examination 
system, new specifications, a new GCSE 
grading structure, two-year A level 
courses and much more. In addition, we 
have had to deal with this in a period of 
declining financial resources and a 
period of great difficulty regarding 
teacher recruitment. At Ashby, we have 

continued to be able to recruit high 
quality staff and fill all our vacancies. In 
spite of an overall decline in available 
funding of just under £900,000 in five 
years, we continue to receive the highest 
possible accolades for our financial 
management from external auditors. 

I am incredibly proud of the way our 
team of staff has risen to these issues 
and can assure you that we will continue 
to do so as we face up to the latest 
round of challenges. 

Best wishes,  Eddie Green,  Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

America was calling for two groups of students who set off on 
school trips during the holidays. 

The slopes of Reno were the half term destination for 
students on this year's ski trip. Forty four students from all 
year groups flew into San Francisco at the start of the week-
long trip. Highlights included a tour of Alcatraz, followed by 
five days of skiing - three at Alpine Meadows and two at 
Squaw Valley. 

At Easter, 31 students visited New York, Washington and 
Philadelphia on a humanities-led cultural visit. Stop-offs 
included Washington’s Capitol building, Ground Zero, a 
basketball match at Madison Square Garden and the 
Rockefeller Center  for a panoramic view of New York City.  

Stumps, stacks and fish and chips featured prominently 
in a three-day geography trip to North Yorkshire for 
more than 60 students from Year 12. 
 
Students conducted beach pollution surveys and 
looked at coastal erosion before heading to 
Scarborough to carry out field work, including tourist 
questionnaires. 
 
Head of geography Carolyn Pearce said: “The rain 
came on Wednesday but it did not stop the intrepid 
geographers completing  their tourist questionnaires, 
although admittedly these were a little hard to find on 
a rainy Wednesday in March!’  

   Hello America ’Ey up Scarborough 
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Delegates Put World to Rights  

Music students have been 
working on their A level 
compositions with visiting 
composer Martin Riley. 

Martin, who is a teacher at 
Birmingham Conservatoire 
and conductor for Il Divo's 
forthcoming UK tour, spent 
three days at Ashby School, 
listening to students' 
compositions and giving 
them the benefit of his vast 
experience in composing. 

All A level music students 
must compose their own 
piece of music as part of the 
course. 

Mr Riley praised the high 
standard of students’ work 
and the role of the school’s 
‘excellent music 
department.’ 

Auschwitz Lessons     

Must be Learned 

Head Boy Daniel Greenhouse and Head Girl 

Hattie Roberts reflect on their visit to 

Auschwitz:  

‘The atrocities that are still taking place in 

the world as you read this make learning 

lessons from Auschwitz as important today 

as ever. 

We embarked on a four stage process run 

by the Holocaust Educational Trust through 

the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ programme. 

We heard individual stories from the camp 

such as that of Salmen Gradowski, a 

Sonderkommando, whose hidden diary 

was discovered  after the liberation. Part of 

it read: 

“Dear discoverer of these writings! I have a 

request of you: this is the real reason why I 

write, that my doomed life may attain 

some meaning, that my hellish days and 

hopeless tomorrows may find a purpose in 

the future. I pass on to you only a small 

part of what took place in the hell of 

Auschwitz-Birkenau. It is for you to 

comprehend the reality.” 

These poignant words have stayed with us  

since our trip and underline the 

importance of the project.  To ensure that 

the lessons of Auschwitz have truly been 

learned, it is  our responsibility to talk to as 

many people as possible. To this end, we 

are proud to say that we have conducted 

assemblies on the atrocities for the whole 

of the Sixth Form.  

Continued education is the only way to 

make sense of the horrors.’ 

Brave student Anna Wells attracted huge crowds and admiration by having 

all her hair shaved off in the middle of the Sixth Form Centre. 

Year 12 Anna chose to go for the close shave as part of the community 

action element of her National Citizen Service programme. All the money 

raised by Anna will go to children’s charity ‘When You Wish Upon a Star.’ 

Her total currently stands at £1,200. 

Anna Goes for Close Shave 

Composer Keeps Students on Track 
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More than  50 people benefited this year from the  Mary 

Smith Scholarship Fund.  

They included former student Finn Holmes-Kellett (pictured 

below) who will put the cash towards a fact-finding 

expedition to Peru. Finn will visit Manu National Park, one of 

the most biodiverse environments on Earth, where he and 

others will study flora and fauna threatened by deforestation.  

Finn is studying for a BSc in Animal Behaviour and Welfare. 

Megan Roberts, who is in Year 11, got help to fund a two-

week placement in an orphanage in Ghana in July. Megan will 

teach basic English to orphaned children as well as helping to 

renovate and redecorate a school. She will stay with a local 

family while in Ghana.  

Olivia Gara, in Year 10, applied for Mary Smith funding 

towards her British Sign Language examinations and new 

futsal equipment. The sign language qualification will help 

Olivia with  her volunteer sports coaching which involves 

working with people with disabilities. Olivia has also been 

selected to play for the East Midlands futsal elite centre, 

competing against other regional squads. 

For Matthew Barlow in Year 10, cash from the Mary Smith 

fund  will enable him to continue his passion for caving. 

Matthew (pictured right, trying out his new equipment) has 

already used the cash to buy equipment which will help him 

to become a qualified caving  instructor with the Scouting 

movement. 

Sixth Formers Owen Blythe , Nick Rundlett and Ben Hughes 

received joint funding towards a PA system for their band. 

The boys are already gigging around Ashby and believe that 

better equipment will help to improve their sound and reach 

a wider audience. 

Other recipients included Birmingham City Ladies’ footballer 

Emily Joyce, 16, who received funds towards new football 

boots. Former Ashby School student Emily lives with a host 

family in the West Midlands from Monday to Friday while 

training with Birmingham City and studying at Solihull College.  

The Mary Smith Fund is open to all students and former 

students up to the age of 25. It funds opportunities which 

help students to pursue their ambitions. Full details can be 

found on the school website under the ‘Students’ tab. 

Students can apply for next year from January 2017. 

From the Governors… Personnel  

Talented Students Reach New Heights, Thanks to Mary Smith 

Personnel governors oversee a range of issues 

throughout the year, including the updating and renewal  

of policies. 

This year, governors have been pleased to note a falling 

trend in staff absence, although it has been a bumper 

year for new babies! 

Personnel governors also monitor student attendance, 

which remains one of the most crucial factors linked to 

student success.  Students whose attendance is 95 per 

cent are missing the equivalent of half a day every two 

weeks or 10 days over a whole school year. Research has 

shown that this invariably leads to a slump in 

achievement. 

Governors have discussed ways to promote higher 

attendance with particular emphasis on looked-after 

children, Pupil Premium students and those involved in 

alternative provision. 
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Ashby Team Does the Business 

Ben Hughes, Anna Pilbro, Dan Johnson and Emma Kelvin 
are the new student senior team for 2016—17. 
Ben and Anna will take on the posts of head boy and girl. 
Dan and Emma will be deputies. 
Ben, who plays piano and guitar and is a kick boxing 
instructor, hopes to broaden students’ political 
understanding by introducing more political debate into 
form time. He is also keen to promote recycling in school.  
Anna, who wants to study medicine and  is working 
towards her Gold Duke of Edinburgh award, hopes to give 
more students a voice on school issues. 
Dan is also working towards his D of E Gold award and has 
ambitions to become an RAF pilot. Emma plans to follow a 
degree course and a career in engineering. 

New Senior Team Named 

Members of Ashby School’s Modern United Nations met for 
their annual Security Council at Ashfield Healthcare. 

Taking on the role of delegates for each of the member 
nations, students debated resolutions on Syria, the 
International Arms Trade Treaty and Securing 
Environmentally Friendly Energy Solutions. 

Teacher Farnoosh Shahrokhshahi said: “This gave them the 
opportunity to learn about international relations in an active 
and positive manner and to see how difficult it can be. 

“They all enjoyed it and some even said it was one of the best 
educational experiences that they had had.” 

A team of Year 12 students from Ashby School were heat 
winners in a national business and economics competition - 
and will now progress to the national final in June. 

Josh O'Connor, Ellie Burchell, Sophie Keech, Mia Thomas, 
Michael Yates and Harry Davies came first in the Midlands 
heat of the ICAEW BASE 2016 national business and 
economics competition. 

Each team was asked to take on the role of chartered 
accountants and to advise a virtual company on its next 
steps.  They were then asked to present their findings to a 
room of 90 people, including the judging panel, before 
answering questions from the judges. 

Nations Unite to Settle World Issues 
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Seeds from outer space are the latest exciting 
addition to the science faculty.  The 200 seeds 
include 100 which have spent six months in 
space, in the care of British astronaut Tim 
Peake. 

The rocket seeds have been planted by 
students from the school's gardening club, as 
part of a nationwide experiment to determine 
if the seeds have been affected by 
microgravity or radiation. Students will 
monitor their growth using a special wallchart 
to see which seeds perform the best.  The 
findings will be analysed by biostatisticians 
and will contribute to scientific knowledge 
about the cultivation of plants in space. 

Space was also the theme for an evening of 
star gazing, run by Ashby School for local primary schools, 
with the help of leading astronomers. The event attracted 
more than 100 primary school pupils, parents and teachers. 

The evening began with an inspirational talk on the mysteries 
of the solar system by former Ashby student Dr Chris North, 
now an internationally renowned cosmologist and 
astronomer. Visitors then split into four groups to take part in 
a range of activities. These included a session on the night sky 
in the school’s interactive hub, a comet-making workshop in 
the science labs, and a closer look at telescopes.  Members of 
a local astronomy club set up telescopes in the car park. 

Four Year 10 students from  Ashby School also had an out-of-
this-world experience when they took part in a weekend of 
Extreme Physics at Stowe School during the Easter holiday. 
Ezri Alkalani-Brown, Ellie-Mae Smith, Dom Herlihy-Starr and 
Matty McGough (pictured right) competed against some of 
the best young physicists in the country in a series of 
challenges and were treated to an Airkix experience.  

Revision programmes for all students are now underway. An 
all day revision conference for Year 12 biology students will 
take place in school on Wednesday 25 May, in preparation for 
AS exams on 26 May and 7 June.  The conference will be run 
by biology teachers and will follow the format of external 
revision conferences. Topics will include maths (ratios, 
magnification, diversity index and more, maths concepts for 

each question, 5/6 mark question—common questions and 
mark scheme); command words (eg analyse, annotate, 
describe, discuss, justify)and practicals (questions on some of 
the six practicals carried out during the year). 

Head of science Adam Linnik said: “Conferences like this are 
run by external organisations which charge a fee. As we have 
all the expertise here in school,  we will be running our own at 
no charge.” 

This will be followed by a Year 13 revision day on 15 June, 
ahead of the Biol 4 exam the following day and a second Year 
13 revision day on 22 June to prepare students for the Biol 5 
exam the next day.  

There will also be all-day chemistry revision events in school, 
led by an experienced examiner, to prepare students for their 
A level papers. 

Details of Year 10 and 11 revision programmes are on the 
school website under the ‘Students’ tab (‘Subject 
information’). Last year, sessions like these helped 94 per cent 
of students to achieve grades A* to C in science at GCSE. 

Staff are already preparing for the new 2016/17 syllabus 
which will require students to use more mathematical 
knowledge, remember formulae and follow a linear, two-year 
course.  

Science 
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Mathematics 

Ashby School has been celebrating a series of outstanding 
sporting successes, including County Cup victories in rugby 
and football (see back page).  Ashby School teams also came 
out on top in volleyball, wheelchair basketball and golf.  

At the Spring Games at Loughborough University, the school’s 
wheelchair basketball players and girls’ volleyball team
(pictured above) both won their events.  The girls also picked 
up the ‘Spirit of the Games’ trophy. 

In the wheelchair basketball team were Callum Pardoe, Chloe 
Dennis, Kayleigh Hoult, Zac Warriner, Cameron Attisha and 
Josh Orme-Herbert. The winning volleyball players were 
Catherine Zake, Klaudia Stanik, Siyana Ivanova and Jessica 
Antill. 

A mixed team of Year 10/11 girls reached the semi-final of the 
County Cup football competition.  The team was Jordan 
Atkin, Jess Wainwright, Libbie-Mae Taylor, Leah Smith, Rosie 
Tipper, Chloe Dennis, Chloe Ikin-Dean, Jasmine Alladice, Macy 
Walshaw, Jazzmin Kiffin, Kayleigh Holt and Steph Addison. 

In rugby, the Year 10 girls were runners up in their rugby 
County Cup competition. The side that narrowly missed out on 

victory was made up of Ciara Bassett, Charlie 
Mawson,  Shannon Green, Emma Brooks, Emily Dixon, Brooke 
Hart, Macy Walshaw, Jasmine Alladice, Ella Ewing and Olivia 
Partner. 

In their County Cup final, the boys’ under 15s side was looking 
to avenge its defeat by Leicester Grammar in the national cup 
earlier this season.  Despite a good fight, Ashby lost 25—12. 
Players were Dan Beynon, Harry Rogers, Alex Smith, Toby 
Whitehead, James Tait, Mitch Hawkins, Mitch Collins, Josh 
Orme-Herbert, Callum Johnson, Ollie Cook, Charlie Runciman, 
Charlie Kilfeather, Kane Davies, Jack O’Regan, Euan North, Joe 
Muddimer, James Gravenall, Aidan Jones, Alex Ford, Cameron 
Attisha, Alec Jones and Tom Perkins.  

In the Sixth Form County golf tournament, Josh Ellwood, 
Spencer Clark, Harry Rowley and Ben Smith were crowned 
winners. 

Students from all years have volunteered at sporting events 
throughout the year as part of the Sky Sports leaders 
programme.  In recent weeks, they have helped at tag rugby, 
dodgeball and basketball events at venues around the district. 

  PE 

English language students have been working with 
primary school pupils to enhance their understanding 
of child language acquisition. The Year 12 students 
were visited by a primary school teacher, who talked to 
them about her experience of teaching language skills 
to young children. The students then spent time in six 
primary schools to witness language development at 
first hand. 

Students have also been getting to grips with the texts 
they are studying on a series of theatre visits. On the 
first of two trips to the RSC at Stratford, students 
watched a production of ’Dr Faustus’. A second visit to 
see ‘Hamlet’ was followed by a workshop with actors 
from the production. 

Year 10 students have been given a new perspective on 
Shakespeare during a special session on ‘Macbeth’ in 
the school’s immersive hub. They even discussed 
Shakespearean insults! 

Revision sessions are now in full swing for Year 11 
students. An after school lecture on ‘writing to describe 

and explain’ was 
attended by more 
than 100 students 
and will be 
repeated on 9 
May and 16 May 
from 3.15—
4.15pm. 

About 40 students 
will be involved in 
an intervention 
day during the 
May half term 
break to help 
boost grades.  

Reading was given 
a boost on World 
Book Day when English staff and some Sixth Formers 
dressed up as characters from some of their favourite 
books. There was also a topical book quiz in the library. 

E
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Seventy staff and students competed in this year’s charity 
aquathon. Entrants took part individually or in pairs to 
complete the 400m swim and 3km run. The fastest overall 
time was recorded by Tom Smith and Scott Lyness who 
finished the course in 17.34 minutes. 

There’s a Nun in the Pool…       

...It Must be the Aquathon 
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What has been the highlight of your time at Ashby School?
Being part of the music department and setting up the Show 
Club. I am so proud of what we have achieved, what we have 
performed and the community that has been created. 

What advice would you give to Year 10 students starting 
here in September? Get involved in as much as you can—it 
helps you to get to know students across all the years. If 
you’re musical, there is something going on in the music 
department on most days for you to get involved in! 

What instruments do you play? My first instrument is the 
violin, which I’ve been playing for the last 12 years and I also 
play the piano, bassoon and sing. 

How did you first get involved in music? I started violin 
lessons when I was five. From there I fell in love with music. 
When I was in Year 8 and leader of the orchestra at Ivanhoe, 
Nick Walker (head of music at Ashby School) asked me to go 
on the Dunfield music residential and be part of the Ashby 
School orchestra a year early which I did. When I joined the 
school, I went to windband and samba and eventually I had 
joined every music group in the school and started up the 
Show Club. 

 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years’ time? Perhaps in 
some sort of leadership role such as conductor of an orchestra 
or musical director. 

What do you do in your spare time? I play in the 
Leicestershire Schools Symphony Orchestra, East Midlands 
Youth String Orchestra (of which I am the leader) and in Senior 
Strings. And the rest of the time I’m either practising for 
lessons and concerts or revising for my A2 exams as they are 
very close now! 

Which three people, dead or alive, would you invite to a 
dinner party? J. S. Bach, Benedict Cumberbatch and Michelle 
Obama. Bach is such an influential composer; Benedict 
Cumberbatch as I love his version of Sherlock and Michelle 
Obama as she’s such a powerful and successful woman. 

What music do you listen to?  Everything from classical and 
jazz music to bands like 5 Seconds of Summer.  

What would your superpower be?  Telekinesis. I would like 
to be able to move things with my mind; it would be so much 
easier to organise everything! 

Sarah Holbrook was the winner of this year’s Clive 
Jones Shield for her outstanding contribution to 
school life through music. She will be studying 
music at Birmingham University next term. Here 
she shares some of her thoughts on Ashby 
School... 

Talking Heads 

 

Leicester City are not the only team celebrating a 
top-of-the-table finish. 

Ashby School’s under 15s football team (pictured 
below) and under 18 rugby team both lifted 
trophies in their County Cup finals.  The 
footballers saw off Wreake Valley in a thrilling 3—
1 victory while the rugby team pulled off a 

confident 25-10 win over Beauchamp College. 

Football players were Finley Kemp, Olly Boyd, Alex Ford, Jack Henchcliffe, 
Harry Stewart, Matt O’Regan, Zac Warriner, Jack Able, Dan Cook, Jack 
Laws, Michael Jones, Jack Robinson, Colin Zuill, Max Winter and Oscar 
Bagley. 

Rugby squad was Finley Tyson, Cameron Stewart, Izaak Gilbert, Jack Lee, 
Josh Aston, Calum Donnelly, Gareth Harvey, Fraser Hearfield, Tom Wills, 
Harry Rowley, Josh Ellwood, James Liddle, Cameron Lang, Tom Riley, 
Nathan Lewis, Aadam Cruz-Bham, Josh Ballance, Ross Lees and Jack 
Howell. 

Claudio, We are Champions, too! 


