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Welcome to the third edition of our half termly Sixth Form newsletter for parents. This edition looks back at 

the previous half term as well as looking forward at what is planned for students over the next five weeks. 

 

We hope that you have all been able to enjoy the beautiful weather of late. Although many of us will have 

just enjoyed a far more normal half term, we must be mindful that COVID-19 is still very much around and 

it is vital that we continue to take precautions to keep both our school and the wider community safe. On 

17 May, the Government removed the stipulation that face coverings had to be worn inside. Many students 

have welcomed this change in the classroom, but we have been pleased that students have continued to 

wear masks in communal areas and corridors. All other safety measures remain in place and we encourage 

students to continue to test twice weekly on a Sunday and a Wednesday. 

 

After the Easter holidays, our Year 12 students had their delayed February Mock Examinations. We were 

pleased with how seriously students took these and how they used the Easter holidays to prepare. These 

mocks have generated data which will provide staff with crucial information on how students are doing on 

their courses and what topics students may need further support with moving forwards. The next set of 

mock examinations for Year 12 students will be held in September after the summer holidays. More 

information about these examinations will be given to students before we break up for summer. 

 

It is important to us to re-establish crucial routines that we believe are key to our students being successful 

in the future. Year 12 & Year 13 Supervised Study re-started on Monday 19 April. Year 12 students currently 

have three timetabled sessions every fortnight and this will increase to four this half term as workload for 

students increases. It is vital that students use these sessions to consolidate work covered in class, to 

complete homework and to prepare for forthcoming assessments. Previous Year 13 students always 

comment on how these sessions were crucial in enabling them to knuckle down and work effectively within 

the school day. 

 

This term, Year 12 students should be starting their research regarding their plans for after Sixth Form. This 

may mean considering university, job applications, an apprenticeship or maybe a gap year. Students will 

have been given an introduction to the programme for this half term on Monday 7 June during Period 1. As 

well as a focus on careers within registration, we also have the following sessions planned: 

1) Why Higher Education? Evening: Thursday 10 June 

As per our previous communication, we are delighted to be hosting a virtual ‘Why Higher Education?’ 

evening for parents/carers on Thursday 10 June at 7pm. This will involve a presentation by Jamie Bradford, 

Senior Schools and Colleges Recruitment Officer for De Montfort University, who will speak about the 



decision to go to university and its benefits. This evening will provide information and advice for you and our 

students who intend to apply for entry to Higher Education, or who are undecided about the route to pursue 

after Sixth Form. This will include the timescales for applications. There will be the opportunity to ask 

questions as well. The presentation should last approximately an hour. Further details about how to join this 

event will be sent in due course.  

2) Post Sixth Form Preparation Morning: Wednesday 23 June P1&2 

Now is the time to start researching university courses if that is the route students wish to take; 

www.ucas.com is a good place to start with a search tool for courses, individual university entry 

requirements and course details provided.  It is important that students look into the university and course 

thoroughly; we would usually recommend attending open days to get a proper feel. Currently, many 

universities appear to be only offering virtual open days. Whether this will change remains to be seen but it 

is important to at least virtually visit, as students will only be able to apply for up to five universities or 

courses. In addition, students will need to start considering their personal statement, which will form part 

of their university application; there are guidelines on the school and UCAS websites but we will give more 

detailed support with this during this morning. We will also provide students with details about how to 

register for UCAS (the online application process) and ultimately how to apply for any courses.   

3) Skills for Success workshop: Tuesday 6 July ALL DAY  

We are absolutely thrilled to have secured a huge number of local and regional business people who will be 

coming into school to work with students throughout the day. During the course of this day, all students will 

have the opportunity to engage with these employees to ask questions and will be given a series of 

opportunities within various workshops where they will develop a range of vital transferable skills.  

 

If students are keen to pursue a route other than university, we will of course support them through this 

process both this term and throughout Year 13.  

 

If you would like any further information about next steps then this is available through the school website 

within the Sixth Form tab. 

 

Year 12 students have recently been given information about the leadership opportunities on offer to them 

for the next academic year. As well as the traditional Senior Team positions (see picture below of the Senior 

Team 2020-21), we are excited this year to also be able to offer the opportunity for students to apply for the 

position of Senior Prefect. Applications for all positions close on Wednesday 16 June. 

 

 
(From left to right: George Jackson Deputy Head Boy, Isabelle Wharrad  

Head Girl, Harrison Kemp Head Boy & Imogen Hipwell Deputy Head Girl) 

http://www.ucas.com/


Year 13 students have worked exceptionally hard over the last half term to ensure that they were able to 

demonstrate to staff what they knew, what they understood and what they could do in the various 

checkpoint assessments that were put in place to support staff when determining Teacher Assessed Grades 

(TAGs). We are fully aware of the pressure that this placed on students and we are extremely proud of how 

they rose to the challenge. Further information relating to results days and the appeals process will be issued 

towards the end of this term. 

 

These Year 13 students finished their taught timetable on Friday 28 May 28. All students enjoyed a special 

farewell assembly on Thursday 27 May 27. In this assembly, many students were issued with awards. These 

included whole school awards (see photos below) that would have usually been presented in a whole school 

awards evening, as well as more humorous Sixth Form Team awards (also see photos below). There was also 

the opportunity for a final year group photograph (also shown below). After school, students regrouped for 

a game of capture the flag (also below). After many attempts and quite a lot of standing around, Hastings 

and Loudoun were crowned victorious. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Senior Team for 

continuing to smile in the face of adversity. They have continued to remain positive despite everything that 

the year has thrown at them. To all our wonderful Year 13 students remember “Someday everything will 

make perfect sense. So for now laugh at the confusion, smile through the tears, be strong and keep 

reminding yourself that everything happens for a reason.” I simply cannot believe that our Year 13 students 

have finished their journey with us as it seems like they have only recently started. We wish them every 

success for the future and we will no doubt keep in touch with many of them. 

 

 
Loudoun Award Winners 



   
Sixth Form Team Awards – Emma  Olly     Dan 

 

 
Senior Team Awards – Fred & Rhiannon 



 
Katie Bryant-Brown – Winner of The Clive Jones Shield 

 

 
Year 13 2021 



 
Capture The Flag 

 

While many students will have been celebrating the last timetabled day of Year 13 with friends and family, 

Joseph Noon decided to take on a fundraising challenge on the evening of Friday 28 May. Joseph decided to 

‘Stay Up’ from 8pm to 8am to raise money for Centrepoint as well as raising awareness of homelessness. 

Joseph had already promoted the fundraiser through a registration by producing a Powerpoint presentation. 

You can support Joseph and donate to Centrepoint by using the following link     

https://centrepoint.org.uk/donate/ 

 

 
 

Further fundraising occurred on Friday 28 May led by a group of students who wanted to promote positive 

mental health. Ewan Rodriguez was a well-liked student who sadly took his own life in January 2020. His 

friends spent Friday (which would have his 17th birthday) taking donations and selling wristbands and badges. 

https://centrepoint.org.uk/donate/


They raised an incredible amount of money (total to be confirmed) and all money raised will go to Ewan’s 

Kind which is a charity set up by his mum Michelle. Money raised goes to various worthy causes including 

The Tomorrow Project, Mind, Papyrus, The Samaritans, ADHD Solutions, Measham First Responders, 

Ravenstone Cubs and Tropical Birdland (Ewan’s favourite place). You can support Ewan’s Kind via Facebook 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/170541474845400/ 

 

 
 

Finally I am excited to report that we appointed a new Headteacher to start in September 2021. More 

information will follow in the next edition of the newsletter which will come out after the summer holidays. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful, sunny and happy summer. 

 

Mrs V Rundle-Brown 

Deputy Headteacher & Director of Sixth Form 

V.Rundlebrown@ashbyschool.org.uk 
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