
 

EXAM STRUCTURE A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE : 

Component 1– Language Variation (35% of the A Level) 

 You are given two 21st Century texts and asked to analyse how 
the individuals use language to create an identity. You are 
then given two texts from different time periods and asked to 
analyse how language has changed over time. 

Component 2—Child Language (20% of the A Level) 

 You will produce a written response analysing an unseen piece 
of writing by a child and a spoken language transcript. 

Component 3– Investigating Language (25% of the A Level) 

 You will research a sub-topic from a list of five. In the exam, 
you answer two questions, analysing an unseen text and then 
linking it to your own research. 

Component 4—Crafting Language (20% of the A Level) 

 You will produce two pieces of original writing with a textual 
commentary to reflect on the choices of your own writing. 
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English 

English Language A Level 



 English runs through the heart of world politics, finance and the  
internet; it is understood by almost two billion people around 
the globe… but did you know that in its early years it was very 
nearly wiped out? 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH LANGUAGE? 

In the English Language course, you will learn 

about many aspects of English—where the 

language comes from and how it has changed, 

how we acquire language as young children, and 

how language varies in different contexts. You will 

study a range of texts from newspaper articles and 

speeches by Barack Obama to tweets and emojis. 

You will also have the opportunity to consider your 

own use of language and produce your own pieces 

of creative writing, such as articles and short 

stories. 

In Year 12, you will begin by studying 
Language and Identity. You will also look at 
how language is used in different contexts. 

  

On the other side of the course, you will study 
spoken language features and learn about 

how children acquire language, 
understanding the theories and stages of 

development and how children learn to write. 

 

 

You will begin your Crafting Language Coursework in the 
final term of Year 12, completing this in the first term of 
Year 13. The coursework consists of two pieces of original 
writing and a commentary. 

After revisiting Child Language in Year 13, you will also 
begin carrying out a language investigation on a 
prescribed topic, such as gender or power. 

You will also study the Language Variation unit. This looks 
at how individuals use language to create a personal 
identity. The second part of this unit is learning about 
how the English language has changed over time and 
comparing modern texts with texts from the 16th or 17th 
Century. 

 

COURSE PROGRESSION  

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Part of the course also involves visiting a primary 
school to witness first hand how children acquire 
and use language, as well as opportunities to attend 
lectures at universities from leading linguists such as 
David Crystal.  

You may also get the opportunity to explore the 
British Library in London and Samuel Johnson’s 
house—the creator of the first dictionary. 

COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

TO STUDY ENGLISH LANGUAGE AT A LEVEL, YOU WILL NEED  
AT LEAST A LEVEL 5 IN YOUR ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE, AND A LEVEL 
5 IN YOUR ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE. 


