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Ashby School is being transformed 
into Rydell High for a week-long 
performance of hit musical ‘Grease’.

The show features all of the musical’s 
best-loved songs, in a faithful rendition 
of the original high school romance 
between star-crossed lovers Danny and 
Sandy.

Audiences can expect some outstanding 
acting and singing performances.

More than 50 students have been 
involved in the production, both onstage 
and behind the scenes. 

Dan Ambrose-Jones, who plays Danny, 
said: “Our performance of ‘Grease’ is 
fast, fun and frantic. ‘Grease’ is just one 
of those classic films – the sort of film 
that no-one should like but everybody 
does!”

‘Grease’ runs at Ashby School from 
Wednesday 27th to Saturday 30th 
November.

Tickets are available from A block 
reception, priced at £6 for adults and £4 
for concessions.

Grease is the Word

Hub is Open for Business
The school’s immersive 3D hub is now 
being used by staff and students from 
all Faculties.

The hub allows teachers to deliver 
more interactive and visual lessons, 
using giant projectors to display 
information and images around 
the walls. The hub is designed to 
boost student participation and 
understanding. 

Student Lily Walker, 17, said: “The 
hub is great because it uses the very 
latest technology. It is much more 

interesting than sitting behind a desk 
in a normal classroom. It allows for 
discussion.”

Dan Markham, Head of Design and 
Technology, said: “The technology in 
the hub enables us to map an entire 
industrial process on the wall from 
start to finish. We can show students 
a design problem and how we would 
move on from there to formulate a 
brief, write a specification, make the 
initial and final designs, and finally 
manufacture and evaluate.”
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I am sure many of you will have read 
in the local media and on our website 
about our continued examination 
success in 2013.

We were delighted to accomplish our 
best ever A level performance and our 
highest points score per entry and per 
student. Our AS results were also very 
strong and, with the vast majority of last 
year’s Year 12 staying on into Year 13, 
the future looks very encouraging.

Our GCSE results were the second best 
in the school’s history and reflect our 
ongoing improvement in performance at 

key stage 4. At a time of great 
turbulence in the examination 
system, it is extremely reassuring 
that we have managed to 
maintain our strong tradition of 
good results and provide stability 
for our students.

This strong academic record at 
key stages 4 and 5 has ensured 
that Ashby remains one of the 
highest performing state schools 
in the county.

The world of education 
continues to change at a rapid 
pace. The coalition government 
appears determined to forge 

ahead with a range of new initiatives and 
developments.

The number of changes that have 
been made mid-year is alarming and 
concerning, but we will strive to ensure 
that such ill-timed and ill-considered 
changes do not have a detrimental 
impact on outcomes for our students.

Changes to the curriculum, a new 
examination framework, A level reform, 
revised performance tables and a 
harsher inspection framework are just a 
selection of the huge challenges that lie 
ahead. 

Head-lines

Media students went on location in 
Shropshire to film documentaries for their 
coursework project.

The students made three films, inspired 
by the Tough Mudder charity challenge.

Teacher Julie Norley said: “The decision 
to go on location was a real success. 
The students responded brilliantly and 
produced some very impressive work.”

Tough Mudder is described as a ‘hard 
core, 12 mile assault course’. All 
proceeds go to Help for Heroes.

Media Students 
Go on Location A new greenhouse for 

the school’s budding 
gardeners has been 
officially opened.

The opening ceremony 
was performed by 
database manager Lynne 
Evans, who runs the 
school’s monthly 200 
Club lottery draw. She 
donated £460 from 200 
Club funds to purchase 
the greenhouse.

The new structure will be 
used by students who are 
working towards a BTEC 
qualification in horticulture.

Year tutor Rikki Womersley, who 
oversees the garden project, said: “We 
are very grateful to Lynne for allocating 
this money for the greenhouse. We will 
use it to grow plants that will then be 

New Greenhouse is Unveiled

sold to help finance our thriving garden 
project.”

This year, the gardeners produced 
bumper crops of flowers and Summer 
vegetables, including beans and 
courgettes.

However, despite all the national changes 
and additional pressures, it is important 
that, as a school, we stick to our core 
values and principles. This will help 
ensure that we continue to provide not 
only a high quality academic experience, 
but also a wide range of extra-curricular, 
enrichment and cultural opportunities for 
our students.

Once again, this issue of The Ashbeian 
gives a clear indication of just how much 
happens in a busy school like ours and 
the range and quality of experiences on 
offer. The commitment displayed by our 
brilliant community of students and staff 
never ceases to astound me.

On behalf of all of the staff and governors 
at Ashby School, I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you a Happy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year and 
thank you for your continued support of 
our very special school. I look forward to 
seeing you in 2014.

Best wishes

Eddie Green 
Headteacher
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Ashby School student Cameron Green 
has become the official 2013 British 
Junior Jet Ski Champion, finishing the 
season undefeated.

Cameron, 15, won every one of his 18 
races to take the title at Lakeside in 
Doncaster, just a year after taking up the 
sport.

He was already the British Winter Junior 
Champion.

Mum Tracey Green said: “We are 
very, very proud of Cameron. He was 
unknown in jet skiing before he won his 
first race. Now he has won the junior 
championship without conceding a single 
race.”

Cameron first became interested in jet 
skiing at the age of 11 when his father 
bought a stand-up jet ski for the family 
to use.

He was out riding the ski in July 2012 
when he was spotted by a professional 
jet ski racer who suggested he should try 
competing.

Two students have been chosen as 
Rugby Ambassadors in the run-up to the 
2015 Rugby World Cup.

Nathan Orme-Herbert (pictured left) and 
Elliott Coombes (second from left), who 
are both in Year 11, were selected for the 
role by Coalville Rugby Club, where both 
are members.

Cameron Goes like 
Greased Lightning Students played sport around the clock 

in a 24 hour, fundraising sportathon.

Students from all years played a different 
sport every hour for 24 hours, starting at 
3.30pm on Friday night.

Activities included volleyball, skipping, 
cricket, basketball and many more.

The event was run by 10 students from 
Year 13, who have to organise and run 
a sporting event as part of their BTEC 
course in Sport. About 80 students took 
part.

Student Abi Armson, who was one of 
the organisers, said: “It was brilliant that 
so many people joined in. It was great 
fun and a good way to get to know new 
people and try new sports. And everyone 
who took part was keeping fit at the 
same time!”

All proceeds from the event will help to 
fund a life changing World Challenge trip 
to Laos and Cambodia for Ashby School 
students in July 2014. During the visit, 
students will help with an educational 
programme and a social project, as well 
as completing a jungle trek.

Fundraisers Survive 24 Hours of Sport

Over the next two years, they will be 
expected to promote the World Cup in 
their local communities and encourage 
more young people to take up rugby. 
They have already attended the first in a 
series of conferences at Loughborough 
University to help them with their plans.

Nathan said: “It is a really exciting time to 
be involved with rugby. We will be getting 
lots of experience that will be useful later 
on.”

RFU Rugby Development Director Steve 
Grainger said: “These young people 
represent the best of their generation 
and they will undoubtedly have a lasting 
impact on the development of the 
game.” 

World Cup Challenge for Rugby Ambassadors 

Sixth Formers and catering staff 
served up some ghoulish treats for 
Hallowe’en.

Diners in Café Express on 31 October 
were faced with a menacing menu 
which included witches’ cauldron 
balti, Dracula’s blood curry and creepy 

crawly rice. It was served by catering 
staff in full Hallowe’en outfits.

In the Sixth Form, staff and students 
held an evening Hallowe’en quiz, 
complete with fancy dress and creepy, 
homemade cakes.

Whole Lotta Spookin’ Going on
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A 50 kilometre walk through the Peak 
District tested the mettle of 49 students 
on their Duke of Edinburgh Silver 
expedition.

The students walked for seven hours a 
day for three days, and were completely 
self-sufficient, setting up camp and 
cooking for themselves.

The expedition was evaluated by an 
external assessor who passed all 49 
students – a huge achievement.

Flying Colours for D of E Students

Your School Council Needs You!

Geographers Channel 
Energy into Field Trip

All 180 Geography students in Year 11 
travelled to Edale in Derbyshire as part of 
their field studies.

The Geography department ran four day 
trips to Edale, giving everyone a chance 
to test out their field work skills.

During the field trip, students 
investigated the downstream changes 
in channel characteristics of an upland 
stream. The information they collected 
will be presented and analysed as part 
of their GCSE Geography controlled 
assessment.

Andy Hallas, Head of Geography, said: 
“Field work is all about learning directly 
in the real world outside the classroom. 
There is no substitute for ‘real-world’ 
learning.”

More School Councillors are needed 
to represent the views of students in 
Years 10 and 11.

The council addresses student 
concerns, puts forward ideas for the 
running of the school and organises 
charity events.

Abigail Gamble, one of just two Year 
11 students on the council, said: “I 
have been on the council since Year 
10 and it has helped me so much in 
terms of my confidence and being 
able to speak to people.

“Now people know that I am on the 
council, they come and talk to me 

TV presenter and astrophysicist Dr Chris 
North was at Ashby School to talk to 
students about cosmology.

The former Ashby School student, who 
is a presenter on ‘The Sky at Night’, gave 
a lecture and ran a workshop for A level 
physics students and talented younger 
physicists.

Dr North said: “It is great to be able to 
come back and do something for Ashby 
School. I have always been interested 
in astronomy and space. It is thanks 
to the education that I received here, 
particularly in Physics, that I have been 
able to go on and do all the things that I 
have done.”

During his visit, Dr North talked to 
students about cosmology and the 
expansion of the universe, touching 

about things that are bothering them 
or ideas they want to put forward.”

Fellow councillor Freddie Woodyatt, 
from Year 13, said: “If anyone has 
any issues they would like to raise, or 
wants to get more involved in things 
around school, we would love them 
to come along. We are a really friendly 
bunch. It is difficult for us to represent 
the views of the whole school if we 
don’t know what those views are.”

The School Council meets every 
Wednesday in the library during form 
time. Students can find out more by 
speaking to Year 11 council members 
Abigail Gamble and Callum Prince.

on concepts such as centripetal 
acceleration, gravitational force and 
Newton’s second law.

After leaving Ashby School in 2001, Dr 
North gained an MSc in Physics from the 
University of Cambridge followed by a 
Phd in Astronomy from the University of 
Oxford. He is now a researcher at Cardiff 
University.

TV Presenter Makes Space in Diary

Girls’ Maths Challenge
Ten of the school’s most able, female 
mathematicians proved their number-
crunching credentials by taking part in 
a Maths Olympiad for girls.

The students, from Years 11, 12 
and 13, all volunteered to take on 
the challenge, which included extra 
coaching after school and a two and 
a half hour exam paper. All performed 
extremely well.
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Chinese Visitors Learn 
from Boarders

Chinese boarders from School House 
shared their experiences of life at Ashby 
with a group of visiting teachers from 
China.

The 32 teachers, who are all based at 
secondary schools in Shanghai, spent 
an afternoon at Ashby School, where 
they got the chance to talk to Chinese 
boarders about the students’ experience 
of education in China and the UK. 

It is hoped the visit will help to establish 
links between Ashby School and schools 
in China. The visit was organised by 
the National College for Teaching and 
Leadership, and Nottingham University.

Carol Concert Date Set
The Senior Citizens’ Carol Concert will take place in the Sixth Form 
Centre on Wednesday 18 December from 3 – 5pm.

The concert, which is open to all older people from the Ashby area, has 
become a firm favourite in the school’s Christmas calendar. Musical 
entertainment and refreshments will be provided by students.

f

You’re the Fund 
that I Want
Ice skater Charlotte Linthwaite and 
marine enthusiast Finn Holmes-Kellett 
were two of the students to benefit 
from the Mary Smith Scholarship Fund 
in 2013.

With the help of his funding, Finn 
fulfilled his ambition to scuba dive 
with sharks. Charlotte used the money 
for new blades, and went on to pass 
her level 5 ice dance examination and 
achieve a gold medal in a national 
skating competition.

Simone Orme, who was awarded 
funding for art and design materials, 
wrote to the trustees: “Thank you so 
much for the contribution. You have 
no idea much it will help with my 
course. I am very busy making five 
costumes for the ‘Wizard of Oz’!”

This year, the scheme also helped 
students to finance educational trips, 
buy musical instruments and pay for 
first aid training.

The fund is open to anyone under 25 
from the Ashby area. Applications for 
this year’s fund must be received by 
Friday 7 March 2014.

Application forms will be available 
from the school website in the New 
Year.

Racer Alex is in 
Control
Race fanatic Alex Thurston 
has clocked up a successful 
year on the track, becoming 
European junior champion in 
remote controlled car racing.

Alex, 14, who has been racing 
remote controlled cars since 
the age of five, took part in 
three European championships 
this year, in Austria, Italy and 
the UK. 

He has finished in the top three in the 
British nationals in the 1/10th class for 
the last three years, and this year was 
in the top 10 in the 1/8th class – his first 
year in this class.

He also raced the European A 1/8th 
championship held in England this year 
and became 1/8th European A Junior 

Champion 2013.

Students Shape 
Future of Town
The future of Ashby-de-la-Zouch is being 
shaped by Citizenship students who 
have put forward their own proposals for 
the town’s new Neighbourhood Plan.

Students’ concerns include the proposed 
HS2 high speed rail link, a shortage 
of facilities for young people, and the 
impact on services such as schools and 
doctors of the 605-home Money Hill 
development.

Teacher Gary White said: “Some of the 
students’ suggestions will definitely make 
their way into the Ashby-de-la-Zouch 20 
year neighbourhood plan.

“By taking part in the consultation 
process for this extremely important 
document, students have been active 
citizens and contributed to their local 
community.”

In their submissions to Ashby Town 
Council, students were against 
development on the historic Bath 
Grounds but did call for more amenities 
for young people, such as high street 
shops, a cinema and a bowling alley.

In 2012, Alex was asked to drive for 
GB at the World Championships held in 
Thailand.

He is now 30th overall in Europe and 
65th in the world, making him the only 
Junior to achieve this at such a young 
age.  Alex now is a regular for the GB 
Team.

df
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Faculty Focus 

Business

The arrival of four virtual babies caused a 
stir in the Business Studies faculty.

The new additions were cared for by 
Year 10 Health and Social Care students, 
who each took a baby home, giving 
them hands-on experience of the realities 
of parenting.

The babies included one belonging to 
an alcoholic mother, another with a drug 
dependent mother and one displaying 
the symptoms of a shaken baby.

All of the babies were wireless and 
recorded the care - or lack of it - they 
received, including neglect, abuse, rough 
handling and an unsupported head.

Jade Wadsworth, 15, said: “I had to 
ask my mum to come and get the baby 
to sleep - she rocked it for ages. My 
dad wanted us to put it in the shed 
because he couldn’t stand it. It woke 
up at 11.05pm and cried until five in the 
morning.”

Economics students will be pitting their 
wits against some of the best in the 
region when they compete in the Bank 
of England 2.0 challenge at Nottingham 
Racecourse. Megan Garner, Rosie 
Watts, Christian Slee and James Jerram, 
from Year 13, will be putting forward their 
ideas on the wisdom of interest rate rises 
and quantitative easing to a panel of 
Bank of England judges.

A team of Year 12 economists will 
represent Ashby School in the BASE 
accountancy competition next term. 
The students will take on the role of 
accountants, advising a virtual company 
on issues such as shares and bank 
loans, product launches and expansion.

Trips to Drayton Manor Park and 
Snibston Discovery Museum have helped 
Applied Business students to widen their 
understanding of the worlds of business 
and marketing. At Snibston, they learned 
about the marketing campaign for the 
attraction’s firework extravaganza. At 
Drayton Manor, park staff talked to 
students about the aims and objectives 
of a large tourist attraction and the 
strategies in place to make sure these 
were achieved.

Business students have been 
experiencing interactive learning in 
the hub where they were asked to 
identify ‘negative externalities’ such as 
obesity, smoking and drinking. They 
then explored ways of solving these 
problems, including taxation, legislation 
and information.

Design and Technology
A series of technology-based projects 
to bring together students from Ashby 
School and its two feeder high schools 
will begin after Christmas.

A group of Year 11 students will be 
trained as STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) ambassadors 
to work with students from Ibstock and 
Ivanhoe high schools on STEM tasks.

Ideas are still being finalised but could 
include robotics or food technology-
based challenges.

The project follows a successful 
workshop with Ivanhoe students, who 
used Ashby School’s computer-aided 
technology and plastic cutting equipment 
to design and make their own dinosaurs.

Year 13 student Jordan Shepherd 
secured an impressive third place in 
this year’s Rotary Young Designer of 
the Year regional competition. Jordan 
designed and built a ‘tang breaker’, a 
machine to remove a specific type of 
screw used in aircraft. Jordan, who took 
his A levels during the summer, is now 
training to be a pilot.

Five Year 11 students have entered the 
Jaguar Land Rover 4 x 4 Challenge. 
Alex Shaw, Dan Smith, Jake Haley, 
Harry Barnes and Jake Duthie, who 
are all studying GCSE Engineering, will 
design and build a remote control car 
to compete against other schools in 

Sky’s the Limit
By Harry Cantrill, Year 13

Economics students became news 
reporters for a day when they spent a 
day at Sky Studios in Surrey.

The Year 13 students were tasked 
with creating a Sky News report on 
Britain’s litter and waste disposal 
issues.

The 24 students were split into 
four groups, each responsible for 
producing a different part of the 
report. Group 1 opened the report 
with two students taking on the role of 
news presenters; group 2 used ‘green 
screen’ technology to submit live 
reports from Parliament and a waste 
disposal plant; group 3 conducted 
interviews with local residents to 
reflect the public’s views on litter 
in their area, while group 4 filmed 
interviews with experts.

All groups used professional 
technology provided by Sky which 
included green screens, cameras, 
microphones and fantastic editing 
software.

Just the Job
Industry experts from more than 50 
different companies and universities 
were at Ashby School for its biggest ever 
careers evening.

They included former student Leo 
Brearley, now working for Rolls-Royce, 
who spoke to students about his career 
path and the opportunities available.

Employers included Rolls-Royce, HSSP 
Architects, Smisby Day Nursery, Toyota, 
Haley Masom Photography, Siemens, 
Cockburns Vets and Sence Accounting 
Ltd.
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February. They will also be expected to 
give a presentation about their vehicle.

The Faculty’s strong links with local 
industry includes regular visits 
by industry experts. Jack Billson, 
from Jaguar Land Rover, talked to 
Construction students and young 
engineers about apprenticeship 
opportunities and the importance of DT 
subjects.

Head of DT Dan Markham said: “A lot of 
students think that DT is just a subject 
at school when actually it is much bigger 
than that. It is an industry. That is why 
our links with outside companies and 
organisations are so valuable”

Former student Tommy Crowden, who 
now manages wind turbines for energy 
giant Eon, returned to school to share 
his experience with Year 13 engineers. 
The school’s young engineers also make 
regular visits to Siemens.

The popularity of all Design and 
Technology subjects continues to rise. 
This year, the number of students 
expressing an interest in A level 
Product Design almost doubled to 80. 
Engineering is also extremely popular.

Many students are attracted by the 
courses’ creative content but also by 
the growing number of apprenticeships 
available.

The Arts
Seventy students showcased their 
musical talents during a residential 
music weekend at Dunfield House.

The students, from all Years, joined 
in a range of groups and ensembles, 
including the jazz band, wind band, 
orchestras, samba bands, rock bands 
and singing groups.

Smaller ensembles included saxophone 
quartets and woodwind choirs.

From the Governors... 
Curriculum
A full curriculum review to ensure that 
Ashby’s curriculum continues to meet 
the needs of all students is currently 
underway. This is just one of the 
tasks being overseen by the school’s 
Curriculum Committee, under new 
chair Alison Smith MBE. The interim 
proposals from the review will be vital 
when shaping the school curriculum for 
2014/15.

The last year has been a challenging one 
for schools following the myriad changes 
introduced by the coalition government. 
In particular, the Curriculum Committee 
has been involved in looking at changes 
to qualifications and the impact this has 
had on the school curriculum.

Ongoing reforms to examination 
qualifications at both Key Stage 4 and A 
level  present key curriculum challenges. 
Ashby liaises closely with both its 
feeder high schools and local primary 
schools to ensure continuity of progress 
for students and a curriculum for all 
students which allows them to thrive and 
succeed both here and in their future.

P.M.O’Brien 
Director Key Stage 4

Head of Music Nick Walker said: “It was 
a brilliant weekend. All the students got 
the chance to be in as many groups as 
they liked, to be a part of everything.”

In the evening, students played 
team games, which included balloon 
modelling, sporting challenges and 
rewriting classic songs.

On their return, students and staff staged 
a concert for family, friends and fellow 
students.

Art students spent four days in London 
gathering inspiration and information for 
their main A level coursework project.

During their stay, they visited two major 
exhibitions, ‘Paper’ at the Saatchi Gallery 
and ‘Ibrahim El Salahi – A Visionary 
Modernist at the Tate Modern. The 
students were also lucky enough to 
have a specialist, tailor-made, artist-led 
workshop at the British Museum.

Students worked with artist-in-residence 
Chloe Cooper who guided the students 
around the Enlightenment Gallery, 
teaching them about the way society 
collects objects of personal importance, 
stores them and exhibits them - and how 
they could then go on to develop artwork 
in response to this. 

Art teacher Anna Davies said: “The 
students returned to Ashby School, 
inspired, full of memories and ideas 
and ready to use all they had learnt to 
develop and enrich their project work.”

World Skills Show
Construction students experienced a range 
of different career skills from bricklaying 
and sheet metal work to carpentry and 3D 
CAD printing at The World Skills Show at 
the NEC. 

The show was opened by show patron 
and Dragon’s Den star Theo Paphitis 
and occupied three large halls where 
students could try out new and traditional 
skills. Students discussed apprenticeship 
opportunities with experts from Jaguar 
Land Rover and Rolls Royce and listened 
in to inspirational speakers. Ashby student 
Cameron Hadley was even lucky enough to 
discuss his career ideas with HRH Princess 
Anne!

Teacher Tom Ellicock said: “The sheer 
volume of lively exhibits and the chance to 
trial so many jobs on an interactive one-
to-one basis convinced them of the many 
different and exciting skills-based career 
paths that the UK industry has to offer.”
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Talking Heads
Lily Walker and Dan Ambrose-Jones 
are playing the lead roles of Sandy 
and Danny in ‘Grease’.

Mini Sagas, Massive Achievement
Scores of successful English students have had their mini sagas published in a new national anthology.

Students from all Years were asked to write a short story on a subject of their choice in no more then 50 words. Sixty had their sagas chosen for 
inclusion in the ‘Mini Sagas’ anthology. 

11 December 
Languages trip to Cologne and Bruges (three 
days)

17 December 
St Helen’s Church carol service

18 December 
Senior citizen’s carol service

18 December 
A level certificate evening

20 December 
School closes 2.05pm

7 January 
School reopens

7 January 
Year 12 mock exams (all week)

13 January 
Year 11 parents’ evening (ABCE)

13 January 
Year 12 mock exams (all week)

14 January 
Year 9 options evening at Ivanhoe

16 January 
Year 9 options evening at Ibstock

20 January 
Year 9 options evening for out-of-catchment 
students

20 January 
Year 13 mock exams (all week)

22 January 
Year 10 French conference at Birmingham

23 January 
Year 11 parents’ evening (FGHL)

3 February 
Year 11 MFL GCSE oral exams all week

17 – 21 February 
Half term/ USA ski trip

6 March 
Year 12 parents’ evening (ABCE)

Diary dates

What do you like about playing Sandy?

I like her underlying feistiness, which we 
don’t see at the start of the play but which 
becomes much more apparent towards the 
end. 

What do you think of the 1950s outfits?

I love the 50s outfits! I’m more of a jeans 
and tee shirt girl so it’s fun to get to wear 
something I wouldn’t usually go for. I’m 
particularly looking forward to the outfit in the 
last scene…

When did you first see ‘Grease’?

I first saw ‘Grease’ all the way through in Year 
6 when we did it as our leaving production. I 
played Jan - I already knew all the songs off 
by heart!

What do you think Sandy saw in Danny?

I think she fell for the good natured, caring 
side of him that she saw at the beach in the 
summer, when he wasn’t acting big in front 
of his mates. I think deep down she loves the 
bad boy side to him, too.

What has been the most fun in rehearsals?

The song and dance numbers have been 
the most fun. It’s been fun having extra 
rehearsals with the Pink Ladies, where we’re 
left to play around with the scenes to see 
what works and what doesn’t. 

Which ‘Grease’ song do you like best? 
Why?

I love Rizzo’s song ‘There are worse things I 
could do’ because it is so sad and moving. 
Jessie Bradshaw (Rizzo) sings it so well and 
with so much emotion that it brings tears to 
my eyes. 

Do you think today’s young people are 
similar to those in ‘Grease’ - or are things 
very different now?

‘Grease’ is very relevant to young people 
today. There are always people, like Sandy, 
who find it harder to fit in. And, just as the 
Pink Ladies and T birds worry they might not 
see each other again after graduation, young 
people today worry that leaving school may 
break up their friendships.

And now Dan......
Which characteristics do you share with 
Danny Zuko?

I literally share no characteristics with him. 
However, I am enjoying playing a ladies’ man.

There is a lot of dancing involved. How 
have you coped with that?

I don’t mind the dancing, it’s just 
remembering all the steps that’s the trouble.

John Travolta was a bit of a heart throb. 
Have you been swamped with female 
attention?

No, the only extra attention I have had is from 
my mum asking if I’ve learnt my lines.

Danny and his friends hung out at the 
diner and the drive-thru. What are the 
modern equivalents for today’s students?

My friends and I go to get food at Tesco but 
we just tend to go to each other’s houses; 
we’re not street corner kids.

What has been your biggest performance, 
before ‘Grease’?

I played Emmo in ‘Our House’ at Ashby two 
years ago, It was so good that there was no 
chance of me not doing the next one.

How many times have you seen the film?

I’ve tried to stay away from the film recently. 
I think our performance should be our own 
representation rather than just a copy of the 
film.

Three girls from Ashby School were 
convincing winners of the Leicestershire 
Schools Cross Country Relay.

Harriet Roberts, from Year 11, Amy 
Shaw and Ellie Armstrong, from Year 
10, won the race, beating competitors 
from their own age group, as well as 
senior teams.

The race was held at Thomas Estley 
School. The girls will be presented with 
a winners’ trophy.

Cross Country Victory

Lily as Sandy with 
her co-star Daniel 
Ambrose-Jones


