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Diary dates
•	 11 Dec –	‘Into	the	Sixth	Form’	evening

•	 12 Dec –	Clothes	Show	trip

•	 18 Dec –	Christmas	carol	concert	at	St	
Helen’s	Church,	7pm	-	PLEASE NOTE 
THIS IS NEW DATE.

•	 19 Dec –	End	of	term.	School	closes	at	
2.05pm

•	 3 Jan –	Spring	term	begins

•	 10 Jan –	Year	11	Parents’	Evening		
(Bullen,	Crewe,	Erdington)

•	 14 Jan –	Year	11	Parents’	Evening	
(Ferrers,	Hastings,	Loudoun)

•	 18 Jan –	Deadline	for	Sixth		
Form	applications	

•	 22 Jan –	Year	9	option	talk	evening	
for	Ivanhoe	students	in		Ashby	School	
Lecture	Theatre

•	 24 Jan –	Year	9	option	talk	evening	7pm	
Ibstock

•	 29 Jan –	GCSE	awards	evening	(Bullen,	
Crewe,	Erdington)

•	 31 Jan –	GCSE	awards	evening	(Ferrers,	
Hastings,	Loudoun)

•	 1 Feb –	Ashby	students	in	France	(ex-
change	visit)

•	 11-15 Feb –	Half	Term
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Sue Townsend Opens English Building
Famous Leicestershire author Sue Townsend has opened Ashby School’s 
flagship new English building.

Ms Townsend, who is best known as the creator of Adrian Mole, officially 
opened the building and met students who are already benefiting from the 
ultra-modern, hi-tech facilities.

The building, which cost £787,000 to complete, was financed by Leicestershire 
County Council and money from the school’s own funds.

Its design was carefully crafted to enhance the surrounding architecture, some 
of which dates from the Edwardian and Elizabethan periods.

The building boasts the very latest classroom technology and provides students 
and staff with their own dedicated work space, which has been tailored 
specifically to the teaching of English.

Kath Fisher, Head of English at Ashby School, said: “We were delighted and very 
excited to have Sue Townsend opening our fabulous new English block.

“The classrooms are lovely and big and airy and light, and help to create a 
fantastic working environment for students. Some of the rooms also have 
beautiful views of Ashby Castle and the boarding house lawns.”

Sue Townsend was associated with Ashby in the past when her most famous 
fictional character, Adrian Mole, moved to the town from Leicester. His girlfriend 
Pandora Braithwaite later became MP for Ashby.
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Seasons Greetings to All Students and their Families

Author Sue Townsend (left) and headteacher Vivien 
Keller-Garnett at the opening of the English block.
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View from the Top 

Often,	it	seems	that	14	–	19-year-olds	‘get	a	bad	press’	and	that	we	
only	hear	about	their	misdemeanours.		At	Ashby	School,	the	staff	
and	I	are	extremely	proud	to	be	associated	with	the	1666	young	
students	currently	on	our	roll.	This	term’s	edition	of	The	Ashbeian	
highlights	some	of	the	great	things	our	students	do	–	both	
inside	and	outside	school	-		and	picks	out	just	a	few	of	their	many	
achievements.

Once	again,	we	are	delighted	with	the	students’	latest	GCSE	
and	A	level	results	and	the	numbers	each	year	who	go	on	to	
University.		We	are	also	proud	of	the	invaluable	contribution	
made	by	students	to	the	local	community.		Many	are	a	real	credit	
to	their	communities	through	voluntary	work	–	for	instance,	by	
helping	poor	readers	in	the	primary	schools	or	training	as	sports	
leaders	and	coaches.		Elsewhere,	students	take	part	in	a	range	of	
organised	activities	such	as	Guides,	Scouts,	Air	and	Army	Cadets,	
and	the	North	West	Leicestershire	Youth	Council.	Others	become	
involved	in	voluntary	activities	through	their	churches,	local	
charities	and	various	youth	groups.

Within	school,	the	students	are	our	greatest	asset.		Visitors	are	
always	impressed	by	the	warm	and	friendly	welcome	they	receive	
from	students.	At	a	recent	Careers	Evening	held	at	the	school,	
representatives	from	local	universities,	FE	colleges	and	businesses	
all	complemented	the	students	on	their	attitude	and	behaviour.	
Many	of	these	representatives	have	already	requested	a	stand	at	
next	year’s	event.

Like	us,	they	understand	that	Ashby	students	are	special	–	and	
that	is	why	they	want	to	recruit	them.	

Mrs V. Keller-Garnett, Headteacher

Tasty Rewards for Top Attenders 

Winning form members from C5SE tuck into their free breakfast.

Free	breakfasts	are	up	for	grabs	for	students	with	the	best	
attendance	records.

Each	week,	the	tutor	group	with	the	highest	level	of	attendance	
wins	a	bumper	breakfast	in	the	school	restaurant.

Teachers	believe	that	the	competition	will	encourage	students	to	
strive	for	100	per	cent	attendance.

Teacher	Mrs	Vikki	Rundle-Brown,	who	is	overseeing	the	scheme,	
said:	“Our	aim	is	to	encourage	even	better	attendance	by	
introducing	a	competitive	element.	Hopefully,	students	will	want	
to	attend	because	of	pressure	from	others	in	their	tutor	group	
–	and,	of	course,	because	of	the	incentive	of	a	free	meal!”

League	tables	are	published	each	Tuesday,	giving	details	of	the	
highest	attending	tutor	groups	from	the	previous	week.	The	tutor	
group	with	the	highest	score	can	then	book	a	free	breakfast.

Every	fourth	week,	the	tutor	group	with	the	most	improved	
attendance	record	will	also	be	treated	to	a	free,	slap-up	breakfast.

All the Better to Win With, My Dear…
A	twist	in	the	traditional	tale	of	‘Little	Red	Riding	Hood’	earned	an	
Ashby	student	an	award	in	a	national	writing	competition.

Matthew	Lilley,	15,	of	Ashby,	was	surprised	to	win	a	competition	
prize	for	his	50-word	mini	saga.

Entrants	from	all	over	the	country	–	including	20	from	Ashby	
School	–	submitted	mini	sagas	for	the	competition	which	was	run	
by	Young	Writers.

Matthew	based	his	entry	upon	the	classic	fairy	tale	of	‘Little	Red	
Riding	Hood’	but	with	an	unexpected	twist.

He	said:	“I	have	never	won	anything	like	this	before	so	I	was	really	
surprised.	I	never	thought	I	was	any	good	at	English.	My	saga	was	
based	on	‘Red	Riding	Hood’	but	you	have	to	work	it	out.”

The	rules	of	the	competition	stated	that	entries	must	be	original,	
tell	a	good	story	and	be	no	more	than	50	words.

Teacher	David	Allford,	who	entered	Matthew’s	work	for	the	
competition,	said:	“Matthew	did	extremely	well.	His	story	idea	was	
imaginative	and	well-constructed.	He	obviously	impressed	the	
judges.”
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School Celebrates A-mazing Exam Results
Exam	results	at	Ashby	
School	topped	the	
national	average	again	
this	year.

Ashby’s	A	level	students	
notched	up	an	overall	
pass	rate	of	98	per	cent,	
compared	to	the	national	
average	of	96.9	per	cent.

In	all,	Ashby	students	
scored	137	A	grades.	An	
impressive	40.8	per	cent	
of	passes	were	at	grades	
A	and	B.

Ben Gregory and Rachel Folwell both got places at Cambridge University.

Head	Boy	Ben	Gregory	was	the	first	Ashby	student	in	the	school’s	
history	to	pick	up	six	A	grade	passes	at	A	level,	securing	a	place	at	
Cambridge	University.

Head	Girl	Rachel	Folwell	earned	three	A	grades	to	guarantee	her	
place	at	Cambridge	University.	

Students	were	also	celebrating	a	bumper	crop	of	top	GCSE	results,	
where	the	overall	pass	rate	was	99	per	cent.	

Of	these,	71	per	cent	of	passes	were	at	the	top	grades	of	A*	to	
C,	compared	to	the	national	average	of	63	per	cent.	This	was	the	
fourth	consecutive	year	that	Ashby’s	A*	–	C	pass	rate	had	topped	
70	per	cent.

Miles	Lowry,	16,	was	the	school’s	highest	point	scorer.	He	picked	
up	six	A*s	and	six	A	grades,	as	well	as	an	A	grade	in	AS	Economics,	
which	he	sat	a	year	early	this	summer.	

Hannah	Williett,	16,	earned	a	staggering	10	A*s	and	one	A,	while	
Rebecca	Kadansky,	15,	sat	all	her	GCSEs	a	year	ahead	of	schedule.	
She	picked	up	six	As	and	five	Bs	–	and	one	of	the	country’s	top	
five	marks	in	her	English	Literature	examination.

Polish	student	Michael	Grzywna,	16,	also	delighted	teachers	when	
he	picked	up	10	GCSE	passes	–	just	a	year	after	he	moved	to	the	
UK,	speaking	no	English.

Headteacher	Mrs	Vivien	Keller-Garnett	said:	“This	year’s	excellent	
results	were	the	outcome	of	sustained	efforts	by	students	and	
staff.	I	am	so	pleased	that	the	students	have	got	what	they	
deserved.

“More	than	99	per	cent	of	those	applying	to	university	secured	a	
place	–	and	I	am	so	proud	of	them	all.”

Clive	Jones,	Chair	of	Governors,	said:	“I	am	delighted	with	these	
results	and	I	would	like	to	thank	the	staff	and	congratulate	the	
students	on	their	outstanding	efforts.”

Of course it is!
Important	course	deadlines	and	details	are	now	available	on	the	
school	website.

Students	and	their	parents	can	find	out	exactly	what	revision	
classes,	trips	and	visits,	and	coursework	deadlines	are	coming	up,	
by	clicking	on	the	‘Subject	Information’	section.

The	school	has	also	launched	its	Online	Prospectus	for	
prospective	students	and	their	families.	The	Prospectus	has	details	
of	all	the	courses	offered	by	Ashby	School	at	www.coursefinder-
leics.org

Buying	school	items	over	the	internet	is	now	easier,	too	–	thanks	
to	the	launch	of	a	new	ParentPay	Shop	on	the	Ashby	School	
website.

The	new	online	shop	allows	parents	to	purchase	school	essentials	
–	such	as	uniform,	textbooks	and	classroom	equipment	–	from	
the	comfort	of	their	own	homes	without	the	need	for	a	username	
and	password.

The	online	shop	will	run	alongside	Ashby	School’s	existing	
ParentPay	service	which	parents	can	use	to	pay	for	school	trips,	
music	lessons	and	other	additional	costs.

Come on Down…
Lucky	students	who	play	their	cards	right	could	find	themselves	
playing	for	double	money	in	‘TV	Game	Show	Week’	at	Ashby	
School.

The	fundraising	extravaganza	–	which	will	be	based	around	
five	favourite	family	quizzes	from	the	small	screen	–	is	being	
organised	by	Head	Boy	and	Head	Girl,	Alex	Stevenson	and	Sinead	
Wallace.

Ashby	students	will	be	able	to	play	for	prizes	in	The	Price	is	Right,	
Play	Your	Cards	Right,	Catchphrase,	Friendly	Fortunes	and	Blind	
Date.	

Game	shows	will	take	place	in	the	school	lecture	theatre	from	10	
–	14	December.

Students	can	buy	tickets	to	take	their	place	in	the	audience	and	
cheer	on	the	contestants.

Alex	said:	“’TV	Game	Show	Week’	will	be	a	big	fundraising	event.	
During	the	week,	we	will	be	bringing	back	some	of	the	most	
popular	TV	game	shows.

“We	are	very	excited	about	this	and	hope	that	everyone	will	join	
in.”

Alex	and	Sinead	will	be	working	closely	with	Deputy	Head	Boy	
Stephen	Westhead	and	Deputy	Head	Girl	Kate	Simmons	on	this	
and	a	range	of	other	projects,	during	their	year	in	office.

All	four	are	members	of	the	School	Council,	which	now	boasts	
student	representatives	from	Years	10,	11	and	12.	This	is	the	first	
time	that	the	School	Council	has	featured	members	from	all	
school	years.	

This	means	that	students	from	the	main	school	will	join	Sixth	
Formers	in	having	their	say	on	how	the	school	is	run.

As	part	of	its	efforts	to	reach	out	to	students	across	the	school,	
the	School	Council	is	also	launching	its	own	newsletter	and	
revamping	its	website.

VIPs Go Back to School
VIP	visitors	were	given	
a	taste	of	school	life	
–	when	the	Chairman	of	
Leicestershire	County	
Council	popped	in	to	
Ashby	School.

Coun	Mike	Jones	and	
his	wife	Marj	spent	
a	morning	at	Ashby	
School,	meeting	
teachers	and	support	
staff	and	talking	to	
students.

Coun Mike Jones and his wife, Marj, pop into a Maths lesson.

Coun	Jones	said:	“It	was	good	to	meet	staff	and	see	the	school		
in	action.	I	was	interested	to	talk	to	pupils	and	hear	their	
perspective	on	school	life.”
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Didn’t They Do Well? 
Two	awards	ceremonies	dedicated	to	the	achievements	of	Ashby	
School’s	outstanding	GCSE	students	will	be	held	in	January.

This	is	the	first	time	that	the	school	has	held	a	stand-alone	
ceremony	to	mark	GCSE	success.

Previously,	all	awards	have	been	presented	at	the	school’s	main	
awards	evening	in	May.

Teacher	Sue	Sibson	said:	“In	the	past,	there	have	been	just	two	
awards	to	recognise	achievement	at	GCSE	-	for	the	girl	and	boy	
with	the	top	GCSE	results.

“The	January	ceremonies	will	be	an	opportunity	to	present	
additional	awards	to	outstanding	GCSE	students	and	to	celebrate	
their	impressive	achievements	at	GCSE.”

A	number	of	the	awards	will	be	sponsored	by	the	family	of	Tina	
Parker,	a	member	of	staff	at	Ashby	School,	who	died	earlier	this	
year.

Both	GCSE	ceremonies	will	be	musical	evenings	with	guest	
speakers.	They	will	be	held	on	Tuesday	29	January	(for	students	
in	Bullen,	Crewe	and	Erdington)	and	Thursday	31	January	(for	
students	in	Ferrers,	Hastings	and	Loudoun).

Sophie Jumps into Top Five
A	young	horse	rider	from	Ashby	School	beat	competitors	from	
around	the	world	to	finish	in	the	top	five	in	her	category	at	the	
prestigious	‘Horse	of	the	Year’	Show.

Sophie	Barker,	14,	from	Ibstock,	qualified	for	the	‘Working	hunter’	
category	of	the	show	with	her	horse,	Duke.

At	the	event	–	which	is	known	as	the	‘Show	of	Champions	-	she	
came	fifth	out	of	23	entrants.

Sophie,	who	began	riding	at	the	age	of	two,	said:	“I	was	really	
pleased	to	qualify	and	very	happy	to	come	fifth.	I	wasn’t	nervous	
at	all	and	I	would	definitely	like	to	try	for	a	place	in	the	show	next	
year.”

To	qualify	for	the	event,	Sophie	took	part	in	horse	shows	around	
the	country,	earning	a	place	in	the	UK’s	top	three	in	the	working	
hunter	category.

Ashby Students are Big in Japan

Miles Lowry tries his hand at Japanese writing.

Sixth	Form	students	spent	an	unforgettable	week	touring	the	
historical	and	cultural	landmarks	of	Japan.

During	their	visit,	the	10	students	took	part	in	traditional	tea	
ceremonies,	visited	the	site	of	the	Hiroshima	bomb,	sampled	
the	lights	of	Tokyo,	and	spent	a	day	at	Ashby’s	partner	school	at	
Fukuyama.

The	visit	also	included	a	night	on	the	island	of	Myajima	where	
students	slept	on	the	floor	in	Japanese	huts,	ate	sushi	and	other	
local	dishes,	and	brushed	shoulders	with	Sumo	wrestlers.

Back	on	the	mainland,	the	students	were	overwhelmed	by	the	
warm	reception	from	their	partner	school,	where	they	were	the	
guests	of	honour	at	a	special	assembly.

Sixth	Former	Jenny	Hinds	said:	“I	loved	Japan.	It	was	a	great	
experience	both	culturally	and	historically.	Our	partner	school	was	
amazing.	They	made	us	so	welcome.	The	whole	trip	was	so	diverse	
-	from	taking	part	in	the	Japanese	tea	ceremony	to	visiting	the	
modern	lights	of	Tokyo.”

The	students,	who	had	been	writing	to	their	Japanese	
counterparts	for	several	months,	also	got	the	chance	to	meet	their	
penfriends	in	person.

As	a	Specialist	Languages	College,	Ashby	School	is	keen	to	
develop	links	with	schools	and	countries	across	the	world.

Teacher	Helen	Hughes,	who	accompanied	the	students,	said:	
“The	Japanese	trip	was	an	amazing	cultural	experience	for	the	
students.	We	moved	from	place	to	place	so	they	saw	many	
different	aspects	of	Japanese	life.	“

The	school	hopes	to	organise	a	second	trip	to	Japan	in	the	future.

Ashby visitors pose in traditional Japanese dress.
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A Right Royal Visit

Ashby students are interviewed by Central News after the Prince’s visit.

Prince	Edward	met	nine	students	from	Ashby	School	when	he	
made	a	flying	visit	to	Ashby.

The	Prince	was	at	Ivanhoe	Community	College	to	meet	young	
people	taking	part	in	the	Duke	of	Edinburgh	award	scheme.

The	nine	students	from	Ashby	School	were	all	former	pupils	of	
Ivanhoe,	where	they	completed	their	bronze	Duke	of	Edinburgh	
awards.

During	the	Prince’s	visit,	the	students	gave	a	presentation	about	
their	bronze	expeditions.

The	nine	students	were:	Anna	Fraser,	Jess	Fraser,	Harriet	Bennett,	
Catherine	McGeown,	Nicola	Pope,	Anand	Srivastava,	Mark	
Johnson,	Alex	Martyr	and	James	Rucinski.

Harriet	said:	“It	was	good	to	meet	the	prince	in	person.	He	seemed	
genuinely	interested	in	what	we	had	to	tell	him.”

God Show is Spellbinding
Performances	of	school	production	‘Godspell’	take	place	this	week	
(5	–	8	December).

The	show,	which	involves	40	Ashby	students	on	stage	and	behind	
the	scenes,	gives	a	new	twist	to	the	traditional	Biblical	tale.	
Characters	find	themselves	waiting	in	a	modern	train	station,	
many	of	them	armed	with	laptops	and	mobile	phones.

Teacher	Ali	Jackson	said:	“Technology	has	had	a	real	impact	
on	communication	in	the	modern	world.	But,	when	the	train	is	
cancelled,	the	people	waiting	at	the	station	all	start	to	talk	and	
tell	each	other	stories.	They	all	start	to	go	on	a	journey	together,	
metaphorically	speaking.”

In	spite	of	the	changes	to	the	setting,	the	production	has	retained	
the	show’s	original	music.

Mrs	Jackson	added:	“Everyone	involved	is	very	proud	of	the	
production.	It	stands	up	well	against	the	other	musicals	we	have	
done	in	recent	years.”

N-ice Total for Cornetto Boys 
Students	who	formed	their	own	boy	band	for	a	school	talent	
contest	have	raised	£100	for	charity	by	staging	their	first	proper	
gig.

Jake	Somerville,	Scott	Bullen,	Tom	Goacher,	Matt	Anslow	and	Kris	
Haynes,	all	16,	took	to	the	stage	of	Ashby	School’s	lecture	theatre	
for	their	first	solo	performance.

The	quintet	formed	The	Cornetto	Boys	in	2005,	to	take	part	in	
Ashby	School’s	‘C	Factor’	competition,	modelling	themselves	on	
bands	like	Westlife	and	Blue.

The	boys	decided	to	reform	earlier	this	year	as	a	way	to	raise	
funds	for	charity.

Jake	said:	“We	wanted	to	do	something	for	charity	and	this	was	
the	first	thing	that	popped	into	our	heads.

“We	performed	10	songs	and	we	worked	hard	with	the	school’s	
Drama	department	on	our	choreography.”

The	boys,	whose	work	is	featured	on	YouTube,	performed	their	
trademark	number,	‘Relight	My	Fire’.	The	gig	took	place	in	October.

All	proceeds	from	the	gig	went	to	local	cancer	charity,	Brown	Dog.

Race to Victory for Shaun

Shaun Winfield in action. 

A	young	motorcyclist	from	Ashby	School	has	won	his	first	
Formula	125	Championship.

Shaun	Winfield,	14,	of	Boundary,	crossed	the	line	in	first	place	to	
secure	the	EMRA	Formula	125	Championship	2007	at	Mallory	Park	
race	track	in	October.

Shaun	began	the	race	with	a	21-point	lead	and	needed	to	finish	
in	fifth	place	to	guarantee	the	title.	

He	said:	“It	was	a	great	feeling	to	cross	the	line	and	know	that	I	
had	won	the	competition	–	especially	as	I	broke	my	wrist	in	March	
and	have	had	to	work	my	way	back	to	full	fitness.”

Shaun,	who	was	a	British	Minimoto	Champion	in	2005,	has	been	
riding	motorbikes	since	the	age	of	nine.

This	year,	he	also	rode	in	the	MRO	Superteens	championship	but	
missed	four	rounds	after	breaking	his	wrist	in	a	high-speed	fall.

Shaun’s	training	programme	includes	running	four	miles	every	
night	and	regular	practice	rides	at	Mallory	Park.

Shaun,	who	is	sponsored	by	Hawk	Colchester	Kawasaki,	hopes	to	
make	a	career	out	of	racing	bikes.	

Shaun	added:	“I	get	a	real	adrenalin	rush	from	racing.		
One	day,	I	hope	to	be	riding	1000cc.”
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Faculty Focus

Modern Foreign Languages

Becky Preston is attacked by a giant reptile during a recent  
Spanish exchange trip to Barcelona.

Travelling	circus	performers	were	among	the	international	visitors	
to	call	at	Ashby	School	this	term.

The	performers	–	from	Ashby’s	partner	school	in	Germany	–	taught	
circus	skills	to	Ashby	students	and	took	part	in	a	German	language	
lesson.

Visitors	from	France	and	Spain	will	also	spend	time	at	Ashby	
School	before	the	end	of	term,	while	Ashby	students	will	travel	
to	partner	schools	in	Spain,	Germany,	France	and	Japan	(see	full	
report	from	Japanese	trip	on	page	four).

The	school	has	added	Mandarin	Chinese	to	the	list	of	languages	
on	offer.		The	after-school	lessons	have	attracted	33	students	from	
Years	11,	12	and	13.	Another	21	students	are	taking	a	Japanese	
business	course	after	school.

The	school	will	also	be	running	a	series	of	internationally-themed	
assemblies.	Each	form	will	be	given	the	name	of	a	country	and	
be	asked	to	put	together	a	display	board	about	the	country	in	its	
tutor	room.	The	best	display	boards	will	win	House	points.	

Meanwhile,	Ashby	School	is	continuing	its	work	with	local	primary	
schools	to	help	deliver	language	learning	to	younger	pupils.	A	full	
day	of	training	was	delivered	to	local	primary	school	teachers	in	
November.

Business Education
Apprentice	stars	Ruth	Badger	and	Tre	Azam	will	be	sharing	their	
business	brains	with	Ashby	students	at	a	conference	in	Leeds.	
The	two	high-fliers,	who	made	their	name	by	impressing	Sir	Alan	
Sugar	in	TV’s	‘The	Apprentice’,	will	be	the	key	speakers	at	a	revision	
conference	for	Business	Studies	AS	and	A2	students.	Fifty	students	
from	Ashby	will	attend	the	conference	in	December	as	final	
preparation	for	their	module	exams	in	January.

Educational	visits	are	helping	to	boost	students’	learning	
experiences	across	all	subjects	from	Business	Studies	to	Health	and	
Social	Care.

Year	12	Leisure	Studies	students	spent	a	day	at	Leicester	City	
Football	Club	with	LCFC’s	customer	relations	officer,	Peter	Jones,	as	
part	of	their	research	into	customer	service.	As	well	as	being	given	
tour	of	the	stadium	including	the	players’	changing	rooms	and	
directors’	boxes,	students	met	key	staff	to	discuss	customer	service.	

Students	also	visited	the	Travel	Lodge	hotel	at	Ashby’s	Flagstaff	
Island	where	they	were	given	an	insight	into	the	hotel’s	customer	
service.	

This	month,	Coors	Brewery	at	Burton	will	play	host	to	120	Year	11	
Business	Studies	students.	They	will	witness	the	impact	of	new	
technology	during	a	tour	of	the	production	plant	and	visit	the	
Bass	Museum	to	see	how	processes	have	changed	over	the	years.	
Unfortunately,	they	will	not	be	allowed	to	sample	the	products!

Health	and	Social	Care	students	in	Year	10	will	attend	a	conference	
at	Leicester	Tigers’	ground	in	Welford	Road	to	help	them	complete	
their	first	BTEC	assignments.	They	will	take	part	in	workshops	
on	First	Aid,	British	Sign	Language,	the	basics	of	babysitting	and	
creative	play	with	students.	

Travel	and	Tourism	students	in	Year	10	went	to	East	Midlands	Airport	
and	De	Montfort	Hall	to	investigate	customer	service	and	how	to	
deal	with	complaints.	

A2	Health	and	Social	Care	students	helped	to	put	together	exercise	
programmes	for	clients	during	a	visit	to	Hood	Park	Leisure	Centre,	as	
part	of	their	exam	preparations.	

Ashby	School	is	grateful	to	all	organisations	which	have	helped	give	
students	an	insight	into	the	world	of	work.	Any	organisations	willing	
to	help	with	visits	can	contact	Paul	Mills	at	school.

Enterprising Students Make Their Mark
Enterprising	students	from	Ashby	
have	won	through	to	the	East	
Midlands	Regional	Final	of	a	
national	competition.

Henry	Cheung,	Rob	Ryan,	
Alex	Booth,	Jess	Eyley	and	
Mohammedali	Haji	impressed	the	
judges	with	their	energy-saving	
idea	in	the	‘Make	Your	Mark’	
challenge.

The	five	students	designed	a	
device	to	re-use	the	energy	
produced	by	household	
appliances,	such	as	washing	
machines	and	televisions,	to	power	
other	items	around	the	house.

As	part	of	the	challenge,	the	team	
was	asked	to	introduce	its	design	
to	a	panel	of	judges	in	a	‘Dragons’	
Den’-style	presentation.

Henry Cheung celebrates his team’s victory.

The	winning	team	was	one	of	five	from	Ashby	School	to	enter	the	
competition.	All	students	were	from	Year	11.

Teacher	Felicity	Wagstaff	said:	“The	winning	team	has	done	brilliantly	
to	reach	the	Regional	Final.	They	showed	fantastic	team	work,	
communication	and	problem-solving	skills	–	which	are	all	essential	
for	the	world	of	work.”

Teams	which	are	successful	in	the	regional	final	in	Derby	go	on	to	
compete	against	teams	from	around	the	country	in	the	national	
final	in	London.

The	‘Make	Your	Mark’	contest	is	part	of	Enterprise	Week,	an	annual	
UK-wide	week	of	activities	inspiring	people	in	their	teens	and	
twenties	to	have	ideas	and	make	them	happen.
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The Arts, Design and Technology

Primary school pupils got a taste of  Computer Aided Manufacture, 
courtesy of Ashby School.

A	design	project	spearheaded	by	Ashby	School	has	proved	so	
popular	with	local	primary	school	children	that	it	will	be	rolled	out	
to	six	more	schools	next	year.

In	the	past	two	years,	teacher	Dane	Lewin	and	staff	from	Ibstock	
and	Ivanhoe	High	Schools	have	visited	16	primary	

schools	across	North	West	Leicestershire	to	help	youngsters	bring	
their	designs	to	life	–	using	the	latest	computer	technology.

This	year,	one	of	the	projects	involved	using	CAD/CAM*	technology	
to	help	pupils	at	Heather	Primary	School	design	and	build	their	
own	racing	cars.

Mr	Lewin	said:	“This	project	gives	pupils	an	industrial	experience	
that	they	would	not	otherwise	have.	They	get	much	better	results	
from	their	design	projects	than	they	would	in	the	classroom	
without	this	technology.”

The	schools	also	receive	resources	including	design	software,	a	CD-
ROM	and	a	plotter	cutter	(a	cutting	device	linked	to	the	computer).

* CAD/CAM is Computer Aided Design/ Computer Aided Manufacture

Textiles 
Activities	to	celebrate	Science	Week	took	place	at	Ashby	School	in	
March.	Staff	and	students	took	part	in	a	series	of	events	to	promote	
interest	and	enthusiasm	across	a	range	of	scientific	areas.

Art 
Artwork	by	three	of	the	school’s	most	talented	artists	was	selected	
for	inclusion	in	this	year’s	Ashby	Arts	Festival.	The	students,	
Samantha	Steadman,	Jessica	Moore	and	Alice	Insley,	saw	their	work	
go	on	public	display	at	Huntingdon	Court.	Next	year,	it	is	hoped	to	
extend	the	opportunity	to	more	students.

A	number	of	important	gallery	visits	take	place	this	term.	A	level	
students	visited	the	National	Portrait	Gallery	and	the	Courtaulds	
Institute	to	help	with	their	coursework,	while	Year	10	students	are	
planning	a	trip	to	the	National	Portrait	Gallery	as	part	of	their	facial	
image	topic.

Music 
Musicians	playing	a	variety	of	styles	and	instruments	staged	‘A	
Night	of	Music	from	Ashby	School’	in	November.

As	well	as	being	heavily	involved	in	the	school’s	production	of	
‘Godspell’,	Ashby’s	musicians	are	now	preparing	for	the	annual	carol	
concert	on	Tuesday	18	December.

In	2008,	Ashby	School	will	launch	a	BTEC	in	Music	Technology.	This	
is	a	specialist	qualification	for	students	considering	a	career	in	the	
music	industry	or	the	performing	arts.	

Media Studies 
An	after-school	Film	Production	Club	for	media	studies	students	
will	be	launched	in	the	New	Year.

Product Design 
A	level	students	are	to	visit	a	local	company	to	get	a	firsthand	
look	at	injection	moulding.	They	will	also	take	part	in	a	one-day	
workshop	session	on	ergonomics	at	Snibston	Discovery	Park.	The	
session	will	be	run	by	Loughborough	University.

Engineering 
Ten	Sixth	Formers	are	determined	to	be	first	across	the	finishing	
line	after	signing	up	for	the	Green	Power	Electric	Races	for	
Schools	project.

The	students	must	design,	build	and	race	their	own	electric	
car.	The	young	engineers	are	liaising	with	local	firms	to	find	a	
company	that	can	help	them	to	build	the	vehicle	with	carbon	
fibres.

Next	year,	Ashby	School	will	launch	a	Diploma	in	Engineering.	
This	exciting	new	course	–	aimed	at	Year	10	students	–	combines	
classroom	study	with	work	experience	to	give	students	a	better	
understanding	of	engineering.	Some	projects	will	be	set	by	
industrialists,	giving	students	a	chance	to	tackle	real	world	
problems.

The	Diploma	will	be	run	in	collaboration	with	Stephenson	College	
and	King	Edward	VII	College,	Coalville.	

Food Technology 
Teacher	Di	Williamson	is	to	retire	after	34	years.	She	will	be	
replaced	in	the	New	Year	by	Ashby	School	old	girl	Sarah	
Middleton,	who	was	taught	by	Mrs	Williamson	during	her	time	as	
a	student.

From the Governors…  
Curriculum Sub-Committee
The	introduction	of	a	new	timetable	to	meet	students’	changing	
needs	is	being	considered	by	Curriculum	Governors.

The	proposed	timetable	will	help	with	the	arrival	of	Diploma	lines.	
These	new	courses	combine	practical	learning	with	academic	
study	and	usually	involve	some	day	release.

In	2008,	Ashby	School	will	launch	its	first	Diploma	in	Engineering	
(see	‘Engineering’	for	more	details).	This	ensures	the	school’s	
place	at	the	forefront	of	new	initiatives,	giving	students	the	best	
possible	educational	experiences	and	advantages.

Timetable	changes	–	which	are	proposed	for	2009/10	–	will	
also	help	to	ensure	that	all	Year	10/11	students	have	two	hours’	
physical	exercise	a	week	in	line	with	national	efforts	to	encourage	
healthy	lifestyles.

From	2010,	the	school	will	also	be	required	to	deliver	functional	
skills	training	in	numeracy,	literacy	and	ICT	to	all	students.		

Paddy O’Brien–Director of Key Stage �

John Exton–Governor
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Talking Heads 
	

What	is	your	name?	Desreé Neville

What	is	your	role	at	Ashby?	Science 
Teacher & Netball coach.

How	long	have	you	been	at	the	
school?	Almost 3 months - I started 
this year.

What	did	you	do	before	you	came	
to	Ashby?	I have lived and taught 
in Cape Town, Auckland, Tuscany, 
Nottingham and Valencia.

What	are	your	first	impressions	of	Ashby	School	and	its	students?	
The school has fantastic facilities, and provides great opportunities for 
students who want to excel.

Describe	your	average	working	day.	�:�� Wake-up  7:�� Leave 
Loughborough  7:�� Arrive at school, check emails, bulletins for the day 
& organise lessons and practical for the day.   8:�0 Staff meetings  9:0� 
Start teaching, prepare lessons, mark books or tests if I have any spare 
time.  �:�� Coach Netball on Mondays, staff meeting on Tuesdays and 
Netball matches on other days.  �:00 Arrive home, prepare lessons for the 
next day & marking.  7:00 Coach club Netball or go to gym  8:00 Dinner  
9:00 Continue preparing lessons for next day  ��:�0 Bed

What	do	you	like	best	about	your	job?	The challenge of trying to 
bring out the best in every student. How different people are and how 
challenging kids can be.

Tell	us	something	about	yourself	that	not	many	people	who	work	
with	you	would	know?	I can communicate in 4 languages.

What	has	been	your	most	embarrassing	moment?	Too 
embarrassing to say...

What	do	you	think	of	today’s	young	people?	They seem to have 
more self confidence and are quite outspoken, which can sometimes be 
perceived as a lack of respect.

What	scares	you	most?	Cockroaches and the fear of drowning.

What	achievement	are	you	most	proud	of	in	your	life?	Representing 
South Africa in Netball at the Common Wealth Games in Malaysia & the 
World Cup in New Zealand 

If	you	were	stranded	on	a	desert	island,	who	would	you	most	like	
to	be	stranded	with?	My husband, as he can get us out of anything 
and also my mum and sisters, as we can talk about nothing for days. 
Jesus, as I have a few questions for Him and He can perform miracles.

What	is	the	bravest	thing	you	have	ever	done?	I chased a car thief 
through town and caught him. Maybe more stupid then brave.

What	has	been	your	greatest	extravagance?	A 2-day shopping trip 
to the Prada outlet store in Italy and spending a small fortune on an 
evening clutch bag.

What	would	you	never	do?	Get a tattoo or a tongue piercing. 

Who	do	you	most	admire	and	why?	Anyone who stands up for 
moral values, because in today’s society it is easier to compromise on the 
importance of honesty, respect and love. 

If	the	world	were	to	end	tomorrow,	what	would	you	do	today?	I 
would go skiing with my family in Colorado and I would pray for those 
who do not believe in Jesus.

From the Governors...  
Specialist Schools Steering Group  
Technology College
Ashby	School	completed	another	successful	year	as	a	Specialist	
Technology	College	by	hitting	a	range	of	demanding	targets.

At	the	beginning	of	the	year,	the	school	set	52	targets	to	boost	
its	involvement	and	achievement	in	technology	under	headings	
such	as	Post-16	Provision,	Out-of-Hours	Learning	and	Business	
Partnerships.

Most	of	these	have	been	met	or	will	be	met	before	the	end	of	the	
academic	year.

Thanks	to	Ashby’s	work	with	its	feeder	high	schools,	a	number	of	
students	at	Ibstock	Community	College	achieved	grades	A*	–	C	in	
Science	and	Statistics	at	Key	Stage	4.

Staff	are	now	preparing	equally	taxing	targets	for	the	next	two	
years.

Languages College
In	Languages,	72.8	per	cent	of	GCSE	passes	were	at	grades	A*	-	C,	
exceeding	the	target	of	70	per	cent.	

This	term,	the	school	has	introduced	Russian	at	GCSE	level	for	10	
of	its	most	talented	Year	10	students.	

Mandarin	Chinese	has	also	been	incorporated	into	General	
Studies	lessons	for	Year	12	students,	as	part	of	the	school’s	efforts	
to	weave	languages	into	lessons	across	the	curriculum.	Five	
groups	have	been	given	a	taster	of	Chinese	culture	and	lessons	in	
basic	Mandarin	Chinese.

Girls Get a Sporting Chance

Megan Danvers (left) and Jade Garami want  
to encourage more girls to do PE.

Dame	Kelly	Holmes	spent	a	day	with	two	students	from	Ashby	
School,	as	part	of	a	scheme	to	get	more	girls	interested	in	sport	
and	PE.

Megan	Danvers	and	Jade	Garami,	both	aged	15,	travelled	to	
Grantham	to	meet	Dame	Kelly	and	take	part	in	a	day	of	activities	
with	girls	from	across	the	country.

During	the	day,	Megan	and	Jade	got	the	chance	to	meet	Dame	
Kelly,	wear	her	Olympic	medals,	follow	her	lead	in	a	street	dance	
routine	and	join	her	on	the	high	ropes.

Jade	said:	“The	day	was	brilliant.	Kelly	Holmes	was	really	down	to	
earth.	Now	that	we’re	back	at	school,	we’ve	got	to	put	together	
some	ideas	to	get	more	girls	into	PE.”

Megan	and	Jade	were	among	100	girls	from	25	school	sports	
partnerships	to	take	part	in	the	event,	aimed	at	encouraging	
more	girls	to	take	part	in	physical	activity.

Dame	Kelly	said:	“This	scheme	is	about	trying	to	connect	with	
teenage	girls	and	get	them	back	into	sporting	activity	because	40	
per	cent	of	girls	drop	out	of	all	forms	of	sport	by	the	age	of	18.”

As	part	of	their	action	plan,	Megan	and	Jade	will	hold	small	
committee	meetings	of	girls	at	Ashby	School	to	discuss	ways	of	
making	sport	more	attractive	to	their	peers.

This	may	include	improvements	to	changing	rooms,	a	wider	
variety	of	sports	or	even	a	more	flattering	PE	kit.

Ashby	School	is	a	member	of	the	North	West	Leicestershire	
Schools	Sports	Partnership.


