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Library and Lecture Theatre Transformed 

A £300,000 summer refurbishment 

programme has transformed the school 

library, lecture theatre (pictured)  and 

other student areas, into bright, 

modern spaces for learning. Important 

communal areas, including the main B 

block corridor and the Design 

Technology corridors, have also been 

given a contemporary makeover. 

Careers Evening is Just the Job 
Hundreds of students and their parents were given valuable 
advice and guidance on future careers by more than 40 
business experts, at the school’s annual careers evening.  

There were also representatives from 15 universities as well 
as local colleges. 

Year 12 student Josh Anderton, who attended the careers 
evening last year, said: “After careers evening, I got work 
experience with HSSP Architects which gave me a much 
better idea of which career path to follow. Since then, I have 
been able to build up a better CV and really explore my 
options. 

“Careers evening gave me a real insight into a variety of 
different careers, and helped me to decide which ones would 
suit me and those which perhaps wouldn’t suit me as well.”  

Household names included United Biscuits, Rolls Royce and 
Lloyds Bank. There was even a stand run by the Swiss-based 

Swiss  School of Hospitality. 

Head of Careers Aimee Littler said: “The job market is very 
competitive. Careers evening helps to give students a head 
start in researching and pursuing the opportunities available, 
both locally and further afield.” 

www. ashbyschool.org.uk 
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I am sure many of you will have read 
about our continued examination 
success in 2014. 

We were delighted with our best ever A 
level performance and an ‘ALPS’ grade 
(measuring expected progress at post-
16) that is now rated outstanding. Our 
AS results were also very strong.  With 
the vast majority of year 12 continuing 
into year 13, the future looks very 
encouraging. 

There has been a great deal of 
turbulence in the key stage 4 national 
examinations for 2014, largely as a result 
of changes in government policy. Results 
at Ashby have often been above national 
averages, but in 2014 the gap between 
us and the national figure increased even 
further. Pass rates in Maths and Science 
were our highest ever. Given the 
considerable changes taking place, it is 
very reassuring that we have managed 
to maintain our strong tradition of good 

results and provide stability for our 
students. 

This strong academic record at key stage 
4 and 5 has ensured that Ashby 
continues to be one of the highest 
performing schools in the county. From 
next year, our year 10 students will begin 
courses which see a dramatic fall in the 
level of controlled assessment and, in 
many subjects, only a final examination 
at the end of year 11. Our staff are well-
prepared for this latest raft of changes to 
ensure that all learners achieve the best 
possible grades. 

This year, we have welcomed visitors 
from schools across Leicestershire and 
beyond. Whether visiting our 3D learning 
hub, purpose built Sixth Form Centre or 
classrooms, they have been uniformly 
impressed by the high quality academic 
experience and range of extra-curricular, 
enrichment and cultural opportunities 
for our students. 

Once again, this issue of The Ashbeian 
highlights just how much goes on in a 
busy school like ours. The commitment 
of our brilliant students and staff never 
ceases to astound me. 

On behalf of all of the staff and 
governors at Ashby School, I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish you a 
Happy Christmas and prosperous New 
Year—and thank you for your continued 
support of our very special school. We 
look forward to seeing you in 2015. 

Eddie Green, Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

Four girls from Ashby School have proved themselves to be a 
hit at horseball. 

Sophie Wilkinson, Sophie Bates, Anna Brown and Danielle 
Shepherd, who are all in Year 11, were asked to compete in the 
British Horseball Open Championship after just three official 
training sessions with Derby Horseball Club. 

The girls did so well that they have been asked to represent the 
club again next season as the Derby Junior Horseball team. This 
is a real accolade as the Derby club has not had a junior team 
for six years. The sport is very similar to rugby and netball but 
on horseback. 

Engineers Reach Final 
A student from Ashby School has set up her own website 

and YouTube channel to inspire and motivate others. 

Tia Davis, in 

Year 11, hopes 

her 

meinspiringyou 

site will give 

confidence to 

others, 

particularly girls, 

who need 

encouragement 

to follow their 

dreams. Tia’s 

YouTube 

channel, called ‘Me Inspiring You’ attracted 1,000 views in 

its first three months. 

Tia said: “I have had really positive feedback.—it is very 

exciting.  I talk about things like bullying, trust and how to 

be confident. I would like to do some motivational talks 

to local high schools.”  

To find out more, visit www.meinspiringyou.yolasite.com 

Tia Can Inspire You Horseball Heroes 
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Members of form group B7CU are 
transforming old jumpers into festive 
fashion statements, in aid of SANDS.  

Staff and students are being invited to 
bring in their old jumpers for a 
Christmas makeover, for just £5 for 
students and £7 for staff. 

Orders should be placed as soon as 
possible as form members will only 
decorate the first 20! 

Form tutor Amy Goy said: “Last year, I 
won a Xmas jumper competition so I 
thought making Xmas jumpers would 
be a great way to raise money for 
Bullen’s House charity.” 

University Tasters 

Physics is Extreme  

The Mary Smith Scholarship Fund is 

open to all students. Open water 

swimmer Jack Sampson was one of 

more than 40 students to benefit 

from the fund in 2014. 

The fund helps former and current 

students to meet the costs of 

equipment and activities which will 

further their career and educational 

ambitions.  For more information, 

visit ’Mary Smith Scholarship Fund’ 

on the ‘Students’ tab of the school 

website. 

Mary Helps Jack 

World Challenge is Trip of a Lifetime 

Xmas All Sewn Up 

An expedition to 
Cambodia and Laos was 
a life-changing 
experience for a group 
of Ashby School 
students. 

Fourteen Sixth Formers 

made the epic three-

week journey during 

their summer break, 

spending a week 

trekking through the 

jungle and a week 

helping local people 

with a school 

community project. 

A second  expedition to 

Borneo is planned for 

summer 2016. 

Three students have been on 

residential visits to Oxford University. 

Jonathan Ince (Medicine) , Amy 

Pemberton and Dhillon Purnell-

Mullick (both MFL) attended lectures 

and learned about the application 

process.  There are also plans for 

three students to shadow 

undergraduates at Cambridge in 

February. Would-be neuroscientist 

Victoria Pope has already been on a 

week-long neuroscience residential at 

Villiers Park. 

There is now a ‘gifted and talented’ 

noticeboard in the Sixth Form Centre 

highlighting more opportunities like 

these. 
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A Speaking and Listening Active Day (SALAD) 
helped to boost the role of speaking and 
listening across the school. 

In Drama, students wrote ideas anonymously 
on post-it notes, before dotting them around 
the room and reading them out loud 
(pictured). In Citizenship, students were 
divided into picket lines to discuss their views 
on war. In Textiles, students took it in turns to 
take on a group leadership role.  

Literacy coordinator Tom Ellicock said: 
“Hopefully, every student went home having 
spoken in front of the rest of the class, feeling 
that the day was enjoyable and that they had  
boosted their confidence and communication 
skills.” 

Result! Charlie Wakefield has been 

offered a two year scholarship by 

Chesterfield Football Club. 

Charlie began playing football when 

he was just three. He trained for two 

years with Derby County from the 

age of six before spending two 

seasons at Notts County.  

In August 2010, he went on trial with 

Chesterfield FC where he has been 

ever since.  

Charlie, an attacking midfielder, 

trains three times a week at 

Chesterfield and plays matches on 

Sundays. He also does fitness 

training in his own time. His 

scholarship will begin in July 2016 

and will involve football training and 

matches for the youth team, along 

with time at college to study a sport-

related course.  

Gerry Carr, Academy Manager at 

Chesterfield FC, said: “Our aim is to 

produce players who can become 

professionals with the correct 

attitude, work rate and technical 

ability. I see all of these qualities in 

Charlie.” 

SALAD Day Bites  

Charlie  on the Attack at Chesterfield 

Our educational landscape is changing – and 

dramatically so. 2013/ 2014 saw many 

planned changes, most notably to curriculum 

and qualifications, and reforms to GCSEs/A 

levels.  The Curriculum Committee oversaw a 

full curriculum review, helping  to shape the 

current offer for our students. New content 

will be delivered in both Maths and English in 

September 2015, followed by many other 

subject areas in September 2016.   

An emphasis on Social, Moral, Spiritual and 

Cultural (SMSC) education was prominent in 

the work of the committee and faculties this  

year. A new SMSC post has helped to 

implement the school’s SMSC policy and to 

highlight this key priority around the school. 

The implications of these changes will no 

doubt present further challenges to the 

school in its bid to deliver a curriculum that 

allows all students to thrive and succeed both 

here and in the future.                                   

Andy Binns, Director of KS4 (Years 10 and 11) 

Lara Kennedy, Sarah Wong and 

Hollie Stanton took part in  a 

charity fun run. 

 
A Hallowe’en quiz organised by the Sixth Form Senior Team raised £439 
towards the end-of-year prom.  

This year’s Student Senior Team is Head Boy Dave Edwards, Head Girl 
Courtney Williams, Deputy Head Girl Lauren Adams and Deputy Head Boy 
Josh Knight. 

The team also helped to sell Remembrance Day poppies and represented 
the school at a remembrance service in Ashby. 

Musician Dave is now working on plans for a ’gig night’, in partnership with 
the school’s music department.. The four also hope to follow up their 
successful Hallowe’en quiz night with a Christmas quiz towards the end of 
term.  For more details of  Senior Team activities, follow them on Twitter 
@ashbyseniorteam 

Curriculum Round-up 

Spooky Fundraiser Sells 
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All Around the Houses... 
The Bullen logo has been spotted in some interesting places, 
since the launch of a competition to photograph the 
distinctive bull in the most weird/ wonderful locations. 

Entries so far include 
shots of the logo at 
Orlando Resort in 
Florida (pictured), 
the Eiffel Tower and 
even an Ed Sheeran 
concert.  The 
competition runs 
until Christmas.  

This year, Bullen 
chose to support 
SANDS, the stillbirth 

and neonatal death charity. Head of DT Dan Markham and 
House Manager Ed Cooper will run a half marathon every 
month after Xmas, starting in Lancashire on 25 January.  

Meanwhile, students have been set the challenge of 
completing the Santa Run in Loughborough. Bullen tutors 
raised an additional £370 for SANDS by taking on an ice 
bucket challenge. 

 

Mud runs, prize draws and cake sales are just some of the 

ways in which Ferrers is hoping to raise funds for its 

chosen charity, Macmillan Cancer Care.  Each form has 

been set a target of £100. Ferrers has embraced an 

Hawaiian theme, even trying out traditional Hawaiian 

games (pictured) and creating its own mocktail, inspired 

by the paradise islands. 

Ashe House is supporting the Restoration of Hope charity, which helps the street boys of Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi. 
Ashe held a charity week in which each form did its own fundraising. This included a leg wax for Mr Lowe,  a McDonald’s 
breakfast, and an ice bucket challenge for Miss Middleton. 

Prefects in Crewe tackled Mount Everest, in aid of their two charities,  Birmingham Children’s Hospital and Parkinson’s 
UK.  Students climbed 8,848 metres—the equivalent of Everest—by running, walking and crawling up the stairs to Business 
Studies. So far this term, forms in Crewe have raised £350.  

Hastings is currently raising money for both SANDs and Help for Heroes. Fundraising initiatives so far include cake sales and leg 
waxing. House manager Roger Skervin said: “I am extremely proud of the generosity shown by all of our students in getting 
behind our House charities. This highlights students’ awareness of the importance of supporting the wider community and also 
the moral importance of giving to those who are less fortunate than themselves.” 

This year, Erdington staff and students chose to support the 
Sheffield-based Bluebell Wood Children's Hospice, setting 
themselves a record fundraising target of £1,000.  

Erdington’s Hallowe’en cake sale saw 80 cupcakes snapped up  
in just 10 minutes.  More cake sales, tombolas, prize draws and  
events  - including the Erdington Colour Run - are already in the 
pipeline.  

 In Gylby, everyone is working hard to promote the ethos that 
the House belongs to all its members. The introduction of tutor 
awards to recognise and reward achievements is helping with 
this. Students chose the Joseph Cooper Trust as their charity. 
All forms were inspired during an assembly by the Trust’s Mark 
Cooper to strive for their target of £100. 

Prefects are planning a sponsored Winter Walk, similar to last 
year’s Xmas walk, which raised more than £600 and delivered 
presents to the children at Rainbow's Hospice in 

A special visitor to a Loudoun assembly helped to give a 
thought-provoking introduction to their chosen charity, Help 
for Heroes. Hero, the charity’s official mascot, visited to 
coincide with Remembrance Day commemorations. Loudoun is 
also supporting the Teenage Cancer Trust.  

The House’s ipad challenge is one of the school’s most popular 
fundraising ideas. The person making the lowest unique bid will 
win an ipad 2. Last year, it went for 67p . 

Loudoun is also running an inter-House coin toss challenge, 
with a prize for whoever catches the pile of coins with the 
highest value. All coins will be divided between  the charities. 

Hero Drops in to Assembly 

  Hawaiian Theme 

Don’t miss the Christmas market and shopping trip to Birmingham                     

for all Houses on Saturday 13 December 
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T 
he wizarding world was a new stop-off for GCSE 
Business students, who visited the Harry Potter 
Studios attraction to explore its marketing strategies. 

Following a tour of the studios, students took part in 
a question and answer session with marketing experts to learn 
how to establish a movie franchise. In their end-of-year 
exams, students will be expected to give examples of 
marketing strategies from different industries, such as the film 
industry. 

The Year 12 Applied Business group visited Drayton Manor 
Park to help with its first assignment, ‘Investigating 
Business’.  A tour of the park was followed by a talk from park 
business experts.  

Four students are hoping to make their mark in the Bank of 
England 2.0 competition. Year 13 economists Harriet Gamble, 
James Wagstaff, Matt Evans and Elliott Coombes are 

competing against teams from across the country to devise a 
business plan to bring down interest rates. The four are 
hoping to do as well as last year’s Ashby entrants who were 
runners-up in the regional competition. 

Meanwhile, 140 students are taking part in the IFS Student 
Investor challenge. Thirty five teams of four students have 
invested a sum of virtual cash in stocks and shares to see who 
can make the most profit. 

Business lessons regularly take place in the hub for all year 
groups. As well as bringing variety to lessons, the hub also 
helps to illustrate and reinforce topics such as market failure, 
marketing and stock control. 

Business staff are currently putting together a series of hub 
lessons for Year 10 students – one for each of the five main 
Business Studies topics.  

There are regular business updates on Twitter 
@Ashbyeconomics 

 

Business Studies 

 

 

Virtual technology in the school’s 3D hub has enabled music 

students to perform at both the Albert Hall and London’s O2 

Arena – without even leaving the room. Using the latest 

technological trickery, the hub transported Year 10 and 11 

GCSE Music students to the auditoriums of the two concert 

venues, creating an amazing performance opportunity.  

Art students have also been drawing their inspiration from the 

venues of the capital. For their ’30 Days, 30 Ways’ challenge, 

Year 13 students were tasked to collect, observe and respond 

to visual stimuli linked to their chosen theme, before 

producing their final piece of coursework. 

A weekend residential to London (pictured top right) helped 

them to focus their thoughts, with visits to the British 

Museum, Tate Modern and the Saatchi Gallery. 

Music students explored their creativity during a weekend 

residential at Dunfield House (pictured). On their return, the 

70 students showcased what they had perfected over the 

weekend at a concert for friends and family. 

They will be performing 

again at 

the 

senior 

citizens’ 

carol 

concert in the 

school’s newly 

refurbished lecture 

theatre on Tuesday 16 

December from 3 – 5pm. 

In Drama, students of all years have been focusing 

on Greek tragedy, ‘Electra’. Year 13 students travelled to The 

Globe in London to watch the performance, before staging 

their own interpretation for Year 12 students. 

There have also been theatre trips to see ‘Othello’ at Curve 

and ‘Lord of the Flies’ at Birmingham.  

In Media, AS and A2 students are working on their own 

creative film projects. A2 students will each make a film to 

support or challenge the style of a director they have 

researched, such as Hitchcock or Christopher Nolan.   

The Arts 

Five musicians from Ashby 
School were invited to play in 

the Schools Prom at the Royal 
Albert Hall.  Dave Edwards, Lewis Brierly, 

Grace Mayne, Helen Edwards 

and Matt Addison all performed 
on the famous stage in November. 
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Winning ways in the Design Technology Faculty are helping it 
to shape the future of education across the country. 

The school has been approached by the AQA exam board to 
help develop the new curriculum for 2016. Representatives 
from the school—which has one of the largest DT Faculties in 
the country  –have already appeared before the national 
panel to give their feedback on how courses should change 
and develop. Early indications are that the Faculty will achieve 
its best ever exam results in summer 2015. 

Successes this year include the title of Rotary Young Designer 
of the Year for Year 12 student Matthew Garfoot, who won 
for his chess board coffee table.  

The school is hoping to repeat its success in the Land Rover 4 
x 4 design challenge in which a team of Year 11 students 
came third in their category. This year, the same four students 
will compete in an advanced category. 

Food Technology student Owen Wilcox, who reached the 
county finals of the Rotary Young Chef competition, is looking 
to cook up a storm in the Regional Young Future Chef 
competition at Loughborough University.  

Students are also being invited to sign up for a Lego 
Mindstorm challenge. Year 10/ 11 students will build  and 
programme their own robot, drawing on what they have 
learned in science, engineering and computing. The school is 
planning to enter a team into the national competition in 
2015. 

The Mindstorm project ties in with the school’s focus on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) links across 
the curriculum and beyond. Strong STEM links with industry 
have enabled  students to benefit from work experience 

placements with local firm Plastribution. 

Engineering students have also visited Leicester University . 
As a compulsory part of their A2 course, they must carry out 
tensile testing, which they did using the university’s advanced 
laboratory equipment. 

In Textiles, fashion industry experts spent a day working with 
Year 13 students on their coursework  projects. Visitors 
included a designer for Next and a fashion graduate on an 
internship with wedding dress designer Ian Stuart. Both talked 
frankly to students about their experience of the fashion 
industry. 

A DT trip to Paris in the Summer will give students a chance to 
look at architecture and engineering. The trip is being run by 
the Product Design, Engineering and Textiles departments. 

The Faculty received an outstanding Health and Safety 
inspection. Inspectors looked at a range of factors, including 
student behaviour in workshops, risk assessments and  staff 
training manuals. 

Design Technology Design Technology 

The DT corridor is one of the latest areas to be given a makeover. The corridor has been re-decorated and now 

features large colour prints of students at work, showcasing the huge diversity of learning taking place in DT  

Five musicians from Ashby 
School were invited to play in 

the Schools Prom at the Royal 
Albert Hall.  Dave Edwards, Lewis Brierly, 

Grace Mayne, Helen Edwards 

and Matt Addison all performed 
on the famous stage in November. 
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What is your favourite subject and why? 

Maths, because I’m good at it! 

How does your disability affect you? 

I have cerebral palsy which means I have to use a wheelchair.  

What do you like to do in your spare time? 

I like to play on the Wii. 

How would you spend a million pounds? 

I would buy a house in Orlando and save the rest.   

What single thing would improve life for disabled people? 

If other people understand more about what it’s like to have 

a disability.  

Do you use social 

media? Do you think it 

makes life easier/ 

more difficult for 

young people? 

Yes, I do use it. It’s a 

good thing—unless 

you get bullied.  

Who do you admire 

most? 

My Mum—because 

she looks after me 

everyday. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 

Hopefully doing my dream job, designing and making 3D 

costumes for Disney parades—my dream job. 

Describe yourself in three words. 

Smart, kind, cheeky. 

Year 10 student Luke Mockford talks about 

school life in a wheelchair and his ambition to 

work for Disney. 

Talking Heads 

Laura Powers her Way into PE 

Paralympic hopeful Laura Sugar is the latest addition to the PE 

faculty. PE teacher Laura—who recently received her 

invitation to the star-studded BBC Sports Personality of the 

Year awards —was told she would never play competitive 

sport, after being born with a club foot. 

She went on to play hockey for Wales and now represents 

Team GB in the 100 and 200 metres T44 category, for athletes 

with one leg affected below the knee. She is second in the 

world in both distances at T44. 

After competing successfully in European and World 

Championships , Laura now has her sights set on the 

Paralympics in Rio in 2016. 

She said: “There were lots of times when I was told I would 

never make it. When you play a team sport, like hockey, you 

can have a great game and still lose. When you sprint, it is all 

down to you and I like that.”  

Laura now coaches the Ashby School hockey team. Players of 

all abilities are welcome.  


