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Ashby School Celebrates Outstanding Student Achievement

Diary dates
• 17 May – 

Awards evening

• 21 May – 
Year 11/ 12 exam leave begins

• 1 June – 
Half-term holiday

• 4 June – 
Year 13 study leave begins

• 4 July – 
Year 9 induction at  
Ashby School

• 13 July – 
End of term
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Wheelchairs Raise Eyebrows – and Charity Funds
Twelve students from Ashby School challenged attitudes and helped to raise more than 
£900 for charity when they spent a school day in wheelchairs.

During the day, students went to assembly, attended lessons and battled their way 
through lunchtime crowds as usual.

The Wheelchair Awareness Day, which was organised in partnership with the Rotary 
Club of Ashby Castle, was designed to raise funds and awareness for the Wheelchair 
Foundation UK.

Sixth Former Alex Thompson, who pushed one of six wheelchairs around school, 
said: “It wasn’t easy to get a wheelchair around the school. Obviously, we couldn’t get 
upstairs so, in one instance, the whole class had to change rooms. We also needed to 
use different toilets.

“This has certainly changed my perspective on people in wheelchairs. It is very difficult 
for them to get around. We found that some people were willing to help us but that 
others found it awkward to speak to people in wheelchairs.”

Teacher Isabel Lynam, who is also Junior Vice President of the Rotary Club of Ashby 
Castle, said: “The day was a huge success and definitely helped to raise awareness. The 
students got some very positive reactions.”

Each of the school’s six Houses was given an assembly on the work of the Wheelchair 
Foundation UK, a charity which provides disabled people around the world with 
wheelchairs suitable for their environments.

Two students from each House took part in the event on 29 March. Other students 
showed their support by buying prize draw tickets. The winning ticket was bought by 
Joe Peace who was presented with an ipod.

The final fundraising total of £911.18 included proceeds from school Comic Relief 
events.

A Specialist Technology  
and Languages College

Wheelchair fundraisers (back row, left to right) Erica 
Williams, Sarah Reed, Paul Arnold, (front row, left to right) 
Oliver Deakin, Rachel Eyley and Carly Hutchinson.

Not a push-over. Alex Thompson 
(standing) and Oliver Deakin met 
the wheelchair challenge.
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View from the Top 

At Ashby School, we are extremely proud of our students. 
There are so many of them that contribute to their community, 
overcome severe personal difficulties, or achieve outstanding 
sporting or academic success.

In this issue of The Ashbeian, a few are named – but there are 
many, many more students who are a real credit to the school and 
their community.

This term, we will meet our new students before they start in Year 
10 at Ashby School in August 2007. We have been told a great 
deal about them. Their teachers at the high schools will be sad to 
see them go but are working with teachers at Ashby to ensure 
that they are well-prepared for their new school.

This term is also the final one at Ashby School for our Year 13 
students and for some of our Year 11s. We wish all our Year 11 and 
13 students every success with their summer examinations and 
look forward to celebrating their successes on 16 August for A 
level students and 24 August for GCSE students. 

We hope that all Year 13 students who are off to university enjoy 
their courses and everything that university has to offer. Our 
thoughts and good wishes are also with those students who 
are about to start their college and training courses or enter the 
world of work full time.

Mrs V. Keller-Garnett, Headteacher

Winning Booklet is the Business
Enterprising students from Ashby School have made it through 
to the county final of a competition to find the best budding 
businessmen and women.

The team of 11 students from Year 12 was among just six 
shortlisted to attend the county final of the HSBC/ Young 
Enterprise Innovation Awards 2007 at the Walkers Stadium in May.

Ashby’s winning product is a booklet advertising local restaurants, 
bars and eateries. At £1 a copy, each booklet also features a 
collection of food-themed reviews, recipes and puzzles.

Alan Demetriou, Head of Year at Ashby School, who has been 
working with the students, said: “Our students have done 
brilliantly to reach the final six in Leicestershire. Their idea of 
asking local businesses to pay to advertise in the booklet was 
inspired.”

The Ashby students – who called their company ‘Bazaar 
Promotions’ – will donate 10 per cent of the proceeds from their 
sales to a breast cancer charity.

Students who take part in the Young Enterprise challenge must 
set up their own company and create a viable product. As part 
of the process, they must operate just like a genuine business, 
for instance, by paying tax and VAT, and by appointing their own 
directors, chairperson, secretary and other key figures.

The winners of the Leicestershire event will go on to the East 
Midlands regional final in June.

Young Enterprise programmes are based on the principle of 
‘learning through doing’ and aim to boost young people’s career 
prospects. Students work with volunteers from local businesses 
and gain firsthand experience of enterprise by working together 
to run their own company.

Parents Invited to Get on Board
Parents who want to help shape the future of education at Ashby 
School can have their say – by signing up to become parent 
governors.

Governors are essential to the smooth running of the school, 
making decisions on a vast array of issues from funding and 
personnel to discipline and school uniform.

Governors are asked to attend a full governors’ meeting once a 
term and can choose to sit on school sub-committees.

Headteacher Mrs Vivien Keller-Garnett said: “Becoming a governor 
is extremely rewarding. It gives parents a greater understanding 
of schools and how they operate. It is also an opportunity to 
shape and influence the future of Ashby School and young 
people’s education in the Ashby and Ibstock area.”

Anyone interested in becoming a parent governor should contact 
Andrew Burton, Clerk to the Governors, on 01530 413748.
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Try, Try and Try Again

Ashby’s winning under 16 rugby team.

Ashby’s under 16 rugby players have won the County Cup Plate 
– in their last match together.

The boys – most of whom have played together since they were 
in Year 7 at high school – lifted the shield after beating Longslade 
Community College, Birstall, by 35 – 21.

In a competitive match, the scores were roughly level at half-time 
before Ashby stamped their authority on the game in the second 
half. 

In spite of having only 15 players (instead of the usual squad 
of 19), Ashby put on a spirited display, with the help of a great 
performance from the front row.

Miles Griffin made his mark by scoring two good tries, while Will 
Keeling – who plays at county level and for the Leicester Tigers 
Academy – held the backs together well, and converted four tries 
and a penalty.

Steve Berrill, who coached the side, said: “Ashby played 
exceptionally well. We gradually got on top of Longslade because 
we were the best side and eventually came out as clear winners.

“Winning the County Cup Plate is a real achievement for the 
boys. It is a fitting way to finish the season and the end of an era, 
as this team is unlikely to play together again. I look forward to 
seeing some of them represent the school at under 18 level in the 
future.”

The final of the County Cup Plate was held on 24 April.

Composer Chris Plays His Way into Birmingham
A budding composer from Ashby School has won a coveted place 
at Birmingham Conservatoire to study music.

Christopher Tagg, 18, of Ashby, will study for a degree in Music, 
specialising in composing, from October.

Chris, who started playing the piano at the age of seven, secured 
one of just seven places on the four-year-course after impressing 
interviewers and compiling an impressive portfolio of his work.

Chris, who is studying for A levels in Music, Physics and Systems 
Control, said: “It is amazing to get a place at Birmingham 
Conservatoire because competition is so fierce.

“I like the way that you can express anything through music. 
Music is everywhere, even if you don’t always realise it – it is in 
films, adverts, internet sites, everywhere.”

After graduating, Chris – who plays piano and drums - hopes to 
compose music for films and other visual media.

Chris’s performance at the school’s end of year music concert will 
shortly be available to listeners who log on to www.carillonradio.
com

Birmingham Conservatoire is part of the University of Central 
England (UCE).

Aquathon Goes Swimmingly
Big-hearted staff and students are waiting to see how much 
money they have raised for charity from the school’s first 
Aquathon.

The Aquathon was organised by members of Ashby School’s 
Erdington House in aid of their House charity, Cancer Research UK.

Competitors were sponsored to complete a 400 metre swim 
followed by a three kilometre run.

Entrants who took part in pairs were able to tackle one part of 
the course each – choosing either the run or the swim – while 
solo entrants were expected to complete the whole course 
themselves.

Each entrant was asked to collect a minimum of £10 in 
sponsorship money for the May event.

Teacher Vikki Rundle-Brown, who helped to organise the event, 
said: “We tried to make the event accessible to everyone so that 
they could take part even if they weren’t incredibly fit. Some 
people even took part in fancy dress!”

Making Headlines

Alex and Sinead are preparing for their year in office.

Alex Stevenson and Sinead Wallace have been elected Head Boy 
and Head Girl for next year. They will take over the reins from 
current post-holders Ben Gregory and Rachel Folwell in August 
2007.

Alex and Sinead will be supported during their year in office  
by Deputy Head Boy Stephen Westhead and Deputy Head  
Girl Kate Simmons.
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Outstanding Students Get Prizes 
Outstanding students who have shown remarkable ability, team 
spirit, determination and strength of character were presented 
with prizes at Ashby School’s annual awards evening.

Prizes were given for a range of achievements, including 
academic excellence, consistent hard work, contribution to extra-
curricular activities, and even courage.

Joseph Mee, aged 15, from Ibstock, received the Ashfield Triumph 
Over Adversity Award for his determination to come to school 
despite suffering from juvenile arthritis. 

On some occasions, Joseph was in such pain that he had to get 
a lift to school because he could not bear the bumpy bus ride. 
Arthritis affects Joseph’s knees, ankles, elbows and wrists and 
makes it difficult to walk.

In spite of spending several weeks on crutches earlier this year, 
Joseph – a keen badminton and hockey player - continued to 
come to school, although he was unable to take part in PE lessons. 
His arthritis is currently in remission.

Joseph, who has suffered from arthritis since he was 18-months-
old, said: “I did not want to be considered different which is why 
I kept coming to school. I wanted to be normal. I didn’t want 
sympathy. I was asked if I wanted to change my form room 
because it was upstairs, but I said ‘no’.”

Billie Coxhead, 17, of Measham, will get the Maureen Marfani 
Award for her work with sporting and disabled groups.

Billie began helping out at local clubs two years ago when her 
brother, Keir, now 21, was confined to a wheelchair after breaking 
his neck in a road accident.

She now volunteers at activity sessions for autistic children, 
helps out at a ‘Have a Go’ club for disabled youngsters, attends 
wheelchair rugby with her brother, and helps to run an after-
school hockey club at Measham Primary School.

Billie said: “When my brother broke his neck, I went with him to 
wheelchair rugby. That made me want to do a bit more and it has 
gone on from there.”

Leanne Loakes, 16, of Ravenstone, who suffers from cerebral 
palsy, will receive the Ashfield Triumph Over Adversity award for 
her positive approach to her disability. Last year, Leanne received 
an award for outstanding achievement at a ceremony at the 
Walkers Stadium in Leicester.

The awards will be presented by Professor John Betteridge, a 
former student of Ashby Boys’ Grammar School, who is now a 
leading expert in the field of diabetes.

Teacher Sue Sibson, who organises the awards evening, said: “All 
the students who receive awards are a real credit to themselves 
and to Ashby School. They have shown great character and a 
willingness to succeed that is an inspiration to all our students.”

More than 100 students were presented with awards at the 
prestigious awards evening on Thursday 17 May. 

A full list of award winners can be found on the school website.

Trip is a Run(a)way Success

Travelling Ashby students stop off in Luxembourg.

Snow had to be cleared from the runway before Ashby students 
could land in Germany, on their latest exchange trip.

Sixteen students from Years 10, 11 and 12 travelled to Ashby’s 
partner school Johannes Kepler Gymnasium in Lebach, in the 
Saarland region of Germany.

During the week-long visit, students got a taste of German food, 
culture and lifestyle by staying in the homes of German families.

The students also spent two days at school in Germany – where 
lessons began at 7.30am.

Their stay also included trips to Luxembourg, Trier and 
Saarbrucken by coach and train, visits to local museums, guided 
historical tours and an opportunity to indulge in some shopping.

Teacher Nina Rogers, who accompanied the students, said: “All the 
students got to know one another other really well. There was a 
brilliant atmosphere and everyone had a fantastic time.”

The exchange trip took place at the end of March.

Gold Diggers
Three former Ashby students were congratulated by Prince Philip 
at St James’s Palace after getting gold in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme.

Alicia Blow, Nisha Patel and Laura Baker have worked for four 
years to reach their bronze, silver and gold award targets.

All three were invited to attend the London ceremony where 
they were presented with their awards and given a motivational 
speech by Phil Smith, former Olympic relay runner.

As part of the residential element of the scheme, Nisha and Laura 
worked for a week with the RSPB, while Alicia took part in a four-
week expedition to Grenada. 
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Hannah Shows Shear Determination

Hannah waits for the clippers. Hannah after her charity shave.

An Ashby student shaved off 
all her hair in Ashby School’s 
morning assembly as a tribute 
to her grandmother, who died 
of cancer.

Hannah Schofield – who had 
long, blonde hair – had her 
head shaved in assembly 
watched by her Mum, Geraldine 
Schofield, who was there to 
support her.

Teacher Ian Marsden shaves Hannah’s head.

Hannah, 18, of Moira, first decided to shave off her hair for charity 
at the age of 11 following the death of her grandmother – but 
was told by her parents that she had to wait until she was 18.

Now Hannah is hoping to raise £1,000 for Cancer Research UK as a 
tribute to her grandma, Ellie Quirke, who died in 2000. 

Hannah said: “I first had the idea to shave my head when I was 
11. My grandma had chemotherapy as part of her lung cancer 
treatment and she lost all her hair. I always wanted to give 
something back so that other people could benefit from the same 
kind of care that she got.

“At the time, my parents said I was too young and had to wait 
until I was 18. I think they imagined that I would forget all about it 
but I didn’t. I won’t wear a scarf or a hat because that will look as 
if I’m trying to hide it. I don’t think my grandma would have liked 
me to shave off my hair but I think she would’ve been proud of 
what I’m trying to do.”

Hannah decided to have her head shaved in assembly after 
Loudoun House - of which Hannah is a member - chose Cancer 
Research UK as its House charity for the year.

Last year, Hannah raised £600 for a breast cancer charity by 
completing a parachute jump.

Shear Determination #2
Student Jerram Brewin, 17, has also gone under the razor for 
charity, to raise funds for Rainbows, the children’s hospice charity. 
Jerram had his head shaved during a school lunch break.

Next Stop – Hollywood
Films made by students at Ashby School are to be entered into 
film festivals across the UK for the first time.

The film-makers are all students on the school’s Film Studies A 
level course.

Claire Doyle, Film Studies teacher, said: “This year, the standard 
of some of the films is so high that we have entered a number 
of them in film festivals throughout the UK. The first will be the 
Leicester International Film Festival.”

The students will also be hoping to win accolades when Ashby 
School hosts its third annual Film Awards evening on 23 May.

There will be screenings of all 19 films made by this year’s 
students, followed by awards for achievements such as Best 
Director, Best Cinematography and Best Editing. 

The winner of the coveted Audience Choice Award will be chosen 
on the night by a capacity audience of family, friends and invited 
guests.

Miss Doyle added: “I’m really impressed that students have put 
so much of their spare time into producing their films and spent 
hours editing to make them as perfect as possible. Some students 
have even invested in their own editing equipment and worked 
independently to create their own films.”

Mass Exadus to Edinburgh
Performers from Ashby School will take to the stage at 
Edinburgh’s internationally renowned Fringe Festival for the third 
consecutive year this summer.

Ashby students will stage their own version of ‘A Little Shop of 
Horrors’ – using an adaptation inspired by the hit movie, ‘Men in 
Black’.

The performers – working under the umbrella of ‘Exadus’ – will 
include three current Year 13 students and 11 former Ashby 
students. (The name ‘Exadus’ stands for Ex-Ashby Drama and 
University Students.)

Last year, Exadus scored rave reviews for its performance of ‘The 
Hired Man’.

This time, the whole experience will be recorded on video and 
made into a documentary by Claire Doyle, Film Studies teacher at 
Ashby School.

Teacher Julie Norley, who has adapted the script for Exadus, 
said: “Performing at the Edinburgh Festival is an unforgettable 
experience.  For some, it will be their first taste of independence 
away from home. For others, it will be amazing to see so much 
theatre and be exposed to the arts.”

Exadus will perform at Augustine’s at the Edinburgh Festival from 
6 – 19 August (excluding 13 August).

Four Year 12 students from Ashby School will also take part in the 
festival in Leicestershire Youth Arts’ production of ‘The BFG’.
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Faculty Focus

Science
Science Week 

Sticking their necks out. 
Students feed giraffes  
during a visit to Twycross 
Zoo. 

Activities to celebrate 
Science Week took place 
at Ashby School in March. 
Staff and students took 
part in a series of events 
to promote interest and 
enthusiasm across a range 
of scientific areas.

Sixth Form students were 
invited to attend two 
informative lectures – one 

about GM crops and another about nerves and microsurgery. 
The lectures, which were delivered by experts from Nottingham 
and Leicester Universities, stretched students’ AS and A2 Biology 
knowledge and gave them an insight into university lectures.

Year 10 Applied Science students visited Twycross Zoo to witness 
the use of science in the workplace. The students were given the 
chance to learn about conservation issues and to look at the zoo 
animals and their custom-built enclosures. 

In Year 10 GCSE Science lessons, students were given the 
opportunity to learn more about science issues in the headlines. 
This included a closer look at the causes of, and possible solutions 
to, global warming. Students even had a go at making a small 
amount of the greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide!

All tutor groups took part in a science quiz during morning 
registration along with an element treasure hunt.

ICT/Computing 
Important changes to the curriculum have boosted learning 
opportunities for ICT students.

A new course focussing on the on-line nature of commerce and 
industry gives students a more relevant insight into the workplace. 
The Certificate in Digital Applications (CIDA) has replaced the old 
GCSE ICT and GNVQ ICT courses. 

As part of CIDA, students produce their work in a series of e-
portfolios (web pages).  

At post-16 level, the new Applied ICT course again requires 
students to produce e-portfolios and use similar working practices 
to the CIDA course. 

Students can also study Advanced Level Computing and the OCR 
iPro Qualification.  The iPro Course incorporates the Cisco Systems 
Networking Qualification (CCNA) and gives students the chance 
to gain important UCAS points while acquiring an industrially-
recognised qualification.

The ICT faculty also gives training and support to 10 institutions 
(including FE Colleges) that are Cisco Systems Local Academies. 

Advisory Faculty 
Ashby has 145 students on the SEN Record, 52 of whom have 
Statements of Special Educational Needs.  

The needs of these students are met by a growing faculty of 
teachers, instructors, teaching assistants and learning support 
assistants.

In the last year, several teaching assistants have been appointed to 
the English, Mathematics, Science, Design and Language faculties.  
As well as supporting students in lessons, these teaching assistants 
mentor students to help boost their confidence and improve their 
GCSE grades.

SEN students are also catered for by the new Student Support Unit 
which has been set up to help students who have fallen behind 
with their work or need a little help in gaining confidence with their 
courses.

Out and about
STEP and Life Skills students again visited the annual Motorcycle 
Show at the NEC. Life Skills students also carry out work experience 
for one day a week.

Gifted and talented students have different special educational 
needs. This year, Year 13 gifted and talented students have 
been successful in securing places at some of the country’s top 
universities, including Oxford and Cambridge.

Back at home
Ten Year 11 students took part in a British Sign Language (BSL) short 
course run by the Hearing Impaired Service.  The students spent 
several days communicating with each other in sign language and 
gained a valuable insight into the difficulties faced by people with a 
hearing impairment.

The Theatre Group IMPACT performed for our Year 10 students 
in March.  This thought-provoking performance of ‘Meeting Joe 
Stephenson’ was designed to encourage students to make the most 
of the opportunities available to them in school.

The Tip Tops - a group of outstanding primary school children who 
visit Ashby School once a week after school for extra tuition - are 
getting to grips with Year 11 Maths work. Fifty gifted and talented 
primary school pupils will attend a Maths Day at Ashby School 
in June to explore topics such as quadratic equations, surds and 
vectors, under the supervision of teacher Malcolm Salt.

Finally...
A Disability Equality Scheme is being drawn up for Ashby School.  
This Scheme will set out the school’s action plan for promoting 
equality of opportunity between disabled students and staff, and 
other students and staff.

As part of the county’s Dyslexia Friendly Schools Working Group, 
Ashby School continues to contribute to the teaching and learning 
of dyslexic children in Leicestershire.  The school will hold a 
workshop at the Schools’ Dyslexia Conference at Beaumanor Hall in 
July.

Physical Education
The Physical Education Faculty runs a wide variety of clubs and 
teams. The numbers of students from all Years participating in 
extra-curricular activities has increased. With major successes in 
badminton and rugby, and a strong Cricket team starting its season 
soon, Ashby School boasts a highly successful sporting faculty. The 
department continues to promote a range sports and activities 
for students at all age groups and is looking forward to another 
successful season in the academic year 2007/2008.

Netball 
Ashby’s netballers have brought home an array of silverware this 
year including an impressive first place in the Charnwood Netball 
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Under 16s League. Teacher Vikki Rundle-Brown paid special tribute 
to the school’s Year 13 players, particularly under-19s captain, Jo 
Storor.

This year, Ashby’s netball players have notched up the following 
results in the Charnwood Netball League and Charnwood netball 
tournaments.

U15 (Year 10) League (six teams) = third place. Megan Gibson was 
named Player of the League

U15 Tournament = second place

U16 (Year 11) League (eight teams) = first place. Martha Storer, 
Kirsty Williams and Sarah Starkey were all named Player of the 
League.

U16 Tournament = fourth place.

U19 (Years 12 & 13) League (seven teams) = second place. Rebecca 
Krych & Katie Hogg were both named Player of the League

U19 Tournament = first place.

Water polo 
Boys - After losing the majority of last year’s team to university, 
Ashby boys began this year by slowly rebuilding the team. As a 
result, the boys have had no fixtures but hope to play a couple of 
friendly matches in the summer term.

Girls – The girls have worked really hard and recently attended 
the regional finals. They played exceptionally well against a fierce 
opposition – which included many Junior England players - and 
came a respectable fourth overall. Training takes place after school 
on Wednesday. New players are welcome. 

Girls’ under 19 football  
The players did extremely well to reach the County Cup Semi-Final 
but were unfortunately narrowly defeated by three goals to two. 

Boys’ football 
The boys’ under 15 football team has had a disappointing season. 
In the league, the team played four games, losing three and 
drawing the fourth.  The team’s leading players were Jacob Sturgess 
and Joe Peace.

Hockey 
In a good year for boys’ hockey, there has been an increase in 
the number of players training and competing for places in both 
the under 15s’ and 16s’ teams. Both teams beat King Edward 
VII of Coalville but the under 16s narrowly missed out on a 
victory against a strong Loughborough Grammar side, losing 3-
2. Unfortunately, there are no hockey leagues for Leicestershire 
schools. 

The girls’ hockey team reached the quarter finals of the county cup, 
narrowly losing out on penalties.

Badminton 
Badminton players from Ashby School have won the Under 18s 
County Finals title for the first time.

Students Tom Bradbury, Nayan Patel, Sam Sulley, Michael Baker 
and James Wilson took the title by scoring a narrow victory over 
arch rivals Wigston College of Further Education, Leicester, in the 
final on 29 March. 

In the semi-finals, Ashby drew with Loughborough Grammar 
School to earn their finals place. The Leicestershire County Shield 
has been dominated by Wigston College and Loughborough 
Grammar School for the last eight years.

Ultimate Frisbee 
This exciting sport is being offered as a PE option for the first time 
this summer and is continuing to grow as an after-school club 
activity.

Step into sport
Young sports lovers can boost their skills and qualifications by 
signing up for the Step into Sport scheme.

The scheme – which is aimed at Year 12 students – gives 
youngsters the chance to pick up coaching and leadership 
awards, by helping to run local sporting activities at clubs or 
schools.

Students can earn bronze, silver or gold awards, depending on 
the number of hours they volunteer.  Last year, four Ashby School 
students clocked up 100 hours to get the Silver Award. A fifth 
student was presented with the Bronze Award for 50 hours.  

Sports include football, cricket, athletics, netball, hockey and golf.  

Any Year 11 students interested in taking part in the scheme next 
year should contact teacher Dave Doig in the PE office. 

From the Governors... Personnel Committee
The school’s e-behaviour system – which keeps an electronic 
record of student behaviour – is monitored regularly by the 
Personnel Committee. Following a presentation from school staff 
about the system’s performance, Governors are satisfied that e-
behaviour is working well and benefiting all students.

Staff can now readily monitor what is going on and, therefore, 
take action to eliminate bad behaviour and encourage sensible 
learning.

It is pleasing to note that many more students are receiving Well 
Done Awards than records of poor behaviour.

The committee has also informed about ‘Extended Schools’ – a 
government scheme to help schools provide a range of services 
and activities to meet the needs of children, modern families and 
the wider community. As part of the scheme, many services will 
be offered outside normal school hours.

One of the proposals is for a varied menu of activities - such as 
homework clubs and study support, sport or music tuition – to be 
available to students by 2010.

The Ashby Family of Schools is working hard to make this project 
a success.

The school’s Child Protection Policy has been reviewed and 
agreed by the full Governing body. Training is given to all 
members of staff. A senior member of the school’s leadership 
team has been given lead responsibility for dealing with child 
protection issues, to provide advice and support for staff, and to 
liaise with the Local Authority.

Hazel Finch, Chair of Personnel Committee

Sue Ridley, Deputy Headteacher (Student Welfare)
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Talking Heads
 

What is your name? Sarah Folwell.

What Year are you in? Year 10.

What have you enjoyed most 
about your first year at Ashby 
School? Making new friends.

What have you found most 
difficult during your first year? 
Adjusting to the school and the new 
rules and understanding how things 
work, like the points system. Some 
people had problems getting used 
to the six-day week but I think that is 
alright.

How is Ashby School different 
from high school? We get more 

freedom and choice at Ashby. We can walk about more freely without 
feeling confined. And we are given more responsibility.

Which House are you in? What do you think of the House system? 
Ferrers. I think the House system is really good. It encourages a bit of 
friendly competition.

A lot of older people believe that life was better 50 years ago. Do 
you agree? I think life is better now because, 50 years ago, people did not 
have the same technology that we have. But I think there is quite a lot of 
pressure now on young people to do well and I think there was perhaps 
less crime 50 years ago.

If you could be Prime Minister, what legislation would you 
introduce? No-one would have to pay to go to university so that more 
people could have the opportunity.

How would you spend a million pounds? I would buy things for 
myself and my family and friends. I’d have a big shopping spree.

If you were stranded on a desert island, who would you prefer to 
be stranded with? My best friend, Stevie.

What would you never do? I hope I never do anything that 
disappoints my friends or family.

Who do you most admire, and why? My sister, Rachel. She always 
manages to get whatever she puts her mind to.

If the world were to end tomorrow, what would you do today? 
Something with all my friends and family. Have good fun.

From the Governors...  
Specialist Schools Steering Group 
The three-way action plan with Ivanhoe and Ibstock Colleges is 
now working very well and has led to an increase in joint working 
and planning.  The last joint meeting was extremely positive. Local 
primary schools have welcomed the work being done by the 
three schools’ Design Technology staff to help raise awareness 
and attainment in Design Technology at Key Stage 2.

Science staff have also taken part in joint training sessions while 
teachers from all three schools have been involved in delivering 
specialist workshops for gifted and talented students. 

We have reviewed all Technology College targets and are 
confident that we will achieve those identified for the end of this 
academic year.

Languages College 
Ashby School has now appointed two additional Modern Foreign 
Languages staff who will take up their posts at the start of next 
academic year.  As a result of these appointments, staff in the 
Languages Faculty will be able to provide more support and 
advice to colleagues in primary schools. 

The number of students opting for foreign languages at post-16 
has risen significantly.  In all, 61 students have opted for AS French, 
19 students for German and 19 students for Spanish.  Sixth Form 
students will also be able to opt for introductory courses in 
Japanese, Russian and Mandarin.  Mandarin is being introduced in 
August 2007.

Iain MacLauchlan, Chair of Specialist Schools Steering Group

Tim Procter, Director of Technology College

Helen Hughes, Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Specialist 
College

Tribute Paid to Former Teacher
Teacher Tony Dicks, who taught at Ashby School for 36 years, died 
unexpectedly in April 2007.

Mr Dicks came to Ashby School for his first teaching job in 1969 
and stayed until his retirement in August 2005.

During his time at Ashby, he made his mark as a dedicated and 
widely respected member of staff.

Headteacher Mrs Vivien Keller-Garnett paid the following tribute: 
“Tony will be remembered as a schoolmaster of the ‘old school’ 
who put the students first in all his dealings. Over the years, he 
had a number of significant posts in the school.

“He is remembered as a one-time House Master at School House, 
as a Mathematics teacher and, most importantly, as the school’s 
examination officer. He was also a lively member of the senior 
management team.

“Tony was adept at teaching both the less academically able 
students and the very able Further Mathematics students. 
Regardless of their ability, Tony showed warmth and 
understanding for each individual. He was clearly an able 
mathematician who worked hard to ensure that the students 
understood and reached their full potential.

“As the school’s examination officer, Tony’s work was legendary. 
Each year, he processed many thousands of examination entries, 
examination papers and coursework requests, as well as each 
individual student examination timetable. This work required 
great accuracy and dedication.

“Tony always worked long hours and built up a detailed 
knowledge of the requirements of each of the many examination 
boards dealt with by the school. He worked relentlessly to make 
sure that each student was entered for the correct exam. 

“Tony was always at his happiest on the day that he helped to 
distribute the summer examination results. On results day, Tony 
would wait at Ashby sorting office in the early hours of the 
morning so that he could get the results to the students at school 
as soon as possible.

“Even after his retirement, Tony was always willing to give help 
and advice to the staff who took over his important work.

“Tony contributed much to Ashby School. He was an extremely 
hard working and dedicated professional with a sharp and 
witty sense of humour. He earned a great deal of respect from 
colleagues and students alike and will be remembered as 
someone who played an important part in the work of Ashby 
School.”

Anyone wishing to make a charity donation in Tony’s memory can 
send a cheque to the British Heart Foundation, c/o T. L. Cobbold, 
11 – 13 New Street, St Neots PE19 1AE.


